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Canvas Canoes

• Lacked Hydraulic lines.

• Canvas canoes are different than back them.

– Canvas is different.

Coatings are differentCoatings are different.

• No indication that they were “Customary 
Modes.”

• Fuller 1998 – table of “Boats Available.”

– “Hunting in calm water.”
• Gookin pg. 70-71
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“When determining boatability, the 
intended kind of boat and purpose 
need to be considered. A river that

Fuller 1998

is boatable by a neoprene raft or
fiberglass canoe may not be boatable
by wooden rowboats, for example.”

Source: Stantech, pg 33.112

Royalex

• Material of Mr. Fuller’s canoe used for the 
demonstrations of navigability. Revolutionary 
advance compared to Fiberglass and 
Aluminum.

• Ads show it being thrown of factory roofs and 
falling out of planes and surviving.

• It can be folded almost in half and bounce 
back.

• Gookin pg. 75-78
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Stagecoach Rides Were Awful

• Packed Three Across.

• Had to interweave their knees.

• Dust was unbelievable.

• Ran 24 hours a day.

• You slept sitting upright.

• You were fed quickly at the stage stops.

• Motion sickness was common.
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In 1877 the Railroad Arrived

• It got to Yuma.

• The State Legislature and Maricopa 
County acted.

P d b d t b ild d t t• Passed bonds to build roads to get 
products to Yuma.

• It did not encourage boat building.
• Gookin pg. 50 - 52
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As the Railroad Advanced Along 
the Gila River

• At no point did passengers disembark  to 
take the boat to Salt River Valley.

• Instead they got off at Maricopa and took 
the Stagecoach 35 mil s t Phoenixthe Stagecoach 35 miles to Phoenix.

• Stagecoach rides were awful.

• Gookin pg .50-52
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Yuma Already Existed 

• Yuma had river craft.

• Yuma had experienced river pilots.

• Yuma had port facilities.

• Yuma was supplying forts and mines on 
the Colorado River.

• Yuma did not send boats up the rivers.
• Gookin pg. 55
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Even if Yuma Did Not Exist

• Fuller in 1998 pointed out that lots of boats 
existed. (Stantech pg. 25)

154

Native Americans Had Population

• Pimas had 4,117 in 1858.  (Gookin pg. 56)

• Pimas were friendly to the United States.

• Maricopas the other half of the 
Confederation had come from the 
Colorado River where boats were used.

• The Pimas and Maricopas did not use  
boats for their trading.
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