
Verde River Navigability

Presentation to ANSAC

Bob Mussetter, Ph.D., P.E.

February 2015



2

Definition of Navigability

ÁA.R.S. § 37Ȥ1101(5)

ñNavigableòor ñnavigablewatercourseòmeans a

watercourse that was in existence on February 14, 1912,

and at that time was used or was susceptible to being

used, in its ordinary and natural condition, as a highway

for commerce, over which trade and travel were or could

have been conducted in customary modes of trade and

travel on water.
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Definition of Navigability

ÁPPL Montana

Åéevidence [of present-day, primarily recreational use]

must be confined to that which shows the river could

sustain the kinds of commercial use that, as a realistic

matter, might have occurred at the time of statehood.
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Channel Classification Relevant to Gila River Navigability

Source:  Schumm (1981) 
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Examples of Channel Types

Single-thread ñNavigableò Channel

U.S. v Utah
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Examples of Channel Types

Single-thread Meandering Channel
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Examples of Channel Types

Vertical Exaggeration:  40V:1H

Braided Sand-bed Channel


