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Tucson—Indian Raids—Population of Tucson and Tubac—Route of Gold Seekers—First American Child Born 
in Arizona—Ferry Across Colorado—Massacre of Glanton Party—Ferry Re-established by Jaeger and 
Hartshorne—Major Heintzelman—Dr. Webb's Encounter With Indians—Fort Yuma—Adventure of L. J. F. 
Jaeger—Schooner "Invincible" With Troops and Supplies Reaches Mouth of Colorado—Navigation of 
Colorado—Schooner Sierra Nevada—First Steamer "Uncle Sam"—Colorado City, Afterwards Arizona City, 
Then Yuma, Established—Yuma Indians. 

At the time of which we are writing, 1849, Tucson was a part of Sonora, and the Government maintained only a 
precarious possession of that town. Continued raiding of the Apaches, driving off their livestock, made life in the 
Old Pueblo one of constant annoyance and danger. Retaliatory raids by the soldiers became less frequent, and 
although the Papago allies were somewhat more successful in repelling and pursuing the savages, there was a 
constant diminution of population. The census report of September, 1848, gave Tucson 760 inhabitants and Tubac 
249. In December of that year after an attack in which 9 persons were killed, Tubac and Tumacacori were 
abandoned, the people 
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transferring their residence to Tucson. ‘‘Between this presidio and that of Santa Cruz south of the line’’ says 
Bancroft, ‘‘it does not clearly appear that a single Mexican establishment of any kind remained, though before 
1852, a small garrison had reoccupied Tubac.’’ 

After the discovery of gold in California in 1848, immigrants began to flock through Arizona from Sonora and 
other Mexican states, and from the eastern United States. The route usually followed was by the Santa Cruz and 
Gila Valleys, and the Americans reached Tucson from the Rio Grande, for the most part by Cooke's wagon route 
of 1846. It was a journey of much hardship and dangerous on account of drought and lack of water and grass for 
the stock. For this reason, it was not recommended by Kit Carson and other frontiersmen. The Maricopa villages 
were the last friendly shelter to the emigrants before reaching the Colorado River, where, in the fall of 1849, 
Lieut. Cave J. Coutts, in command of an escort to the Boundary Surveyors under Whipple, established Camp 
Calhoun on the California side, and for two months aided the hungry gold seekers, whose arrival was noted 
almost every day. 

On the first of November, 1849, a flatboat, which had made the voyage down the Gila from the Pima villages, 
with Mr. Howard and family, and two men, a doctor and a clergyman, on board, arrived at the camp. During this 
voyage a son was born to Mrs. Howard, said to have been the first child born in Arizona of American parentage. 
The Lieutenant, it is said, purchased the craft, which was used as a ferryboat during the 
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remainder of his stay, and was transported to San Diego where it was used on the bay. ‘‘This,’’ says Bancroft, 
‘‘was the history of the first Colorado ferry.’’ 
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There is some doubt as to the exact year in which Dr. Langdon established his ferry across the Colorado, whether 
it was late in the year 1849, or early in the year 1850. Bancroft says it is the latter date, but other authorities claim 
that it was in the previous year, 1849. The money for the establishment of this ferry was furnished by J. P. Brodie, 
an American gentleman then a resident of Hermosillo, who retained an interest in it. Prior to its establishment the 
Indians aided the emigrants in crossing with their livestock and other property, having, in some way, secured a 
scow for this purpose. In disregard of their rights, the Americans occupied the field. They established a stockade 
on the California side, which they called Fort Defiance, and which became the scene of a massacre by the Yumas 
the following year. Dr. Langdon, who seems to have had charge of this ferry, associated with himself one John 
Glanton, or Gallantin, who seems to have been the head of a band of outlaws who had been employed by the 
Mexican Government to gather Apache scalps at one hundred dollars for each brave, fifty dollars for each woman, 
and twenty-five dollars for each child. The business seems to have been lucrative, so far as they were concerned, 
for the Glanton party did not confine itself to gathering the scalps of the Apaches, but took those of the Opatas 
and Pimas, and sometimes of the Mexicans. This being discovered 
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by the authorities, they were compelled to leave the country. 

There seems at this time to have been an opposition ferry. Glanton killed its manager and in this way controlled 
the business of transportation across the Colorado. He exacted heavy tribute from all immigrants, amounting to 
extortion, and disregarded in every particular the rights of the Indians, who rose in rebellion and killed all his 
party, some twenty-five in number, excepting C. O. Brown, who afterwards became prominent as one of the early 
settlers of Tucson, one Anderson and another whose name is not mentioned. According to Bartlett, the money 
which the Glanton party had accumulated, somewhere from fifteen thousand to thirty thousand dollars in gold, 
was taken by the Indians, who used it in purchasing supplies from the immigrants, and, not knowing its value, 
frequently gave four or five doubloons for a wornout blanket, and a gold eagle for a tattered shirt. 

There is much confusion in regard to the Glanton affair. Cremony and some other authors claim that he and his 
party were in charge of a large flock of sheep which they had purchased in New Mexico and were driving to 
California, and were murdered by the Yumas upon their arrival at the Colorado River. All the evidence in 
reference to the Glanton party is hearsay, but the weight of evidence seems to be that Glanton and his party were 
not incumbered with any great amount of livestock, and that he engaged with Dr. Langdon in ferrying emigrants 
across the Colorado as I have stated above. 

Shortly thereafter, in July, 1850, Jaeger and Hartshorne headed a party who re-established the ferry, and built their 
boat on the ground from wood secured from the cottonwood trees growing there. Major Heintzelman, then in 
charge of the army post at San Diego, established a military post there and left ten men under Lieutenant 
Sweeney, and the soldiers and ferrymen all occupied the stockade which had been erected by the Glanton party. 
Jaeger and Hartshorne did a profitable business for several months. Supplies becoming short, however, Jaeger 
went to San Diego, and, returning with one Mexican with several mule loads of provisions, was attacked by the 
Indians within sight of the stockade. The Mexican deserted him and Jaeger applied his spurs to his horse, which 
dashed into the stockade carrying its rider, who was badly wounded by spears and arrows, remaining unconscious 
for several days. That night the party deserted the post and carried Jaeger with them into San Diego, where the 
arrow points were extracted and he, under proper medical treatment, was restored to health. 
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