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We got off the river last night and drove back into a Flagstaff blizzard. Brr—glad to be > 2013 (64)
in a house and off a frigid sandstorming beach. But the trip was great—five days of > 2012 (54)
flatwater down to Cataract Canyon, and a few days in the rapids.
Y 2011 (116)

So, one might wonder. What's a Galloway boat like to row? December (22)

»

» November (15)
Wet. Awkward. Slow to turn. Bul fast, easy to power through the wind, and kind of fun
in its own sick, weird, twisted way. The eight-foot oars are bath too Jong and too short > Oclober (3)
at the same time. A bit too long for a 45" carlock-to-oarlock cance-it is impossible to » Septemnber (8)
get enough leverage inside the oarlock ta take a good, mighty stroke; vet the oar is tao >
short to really get the boat moving in the big water. The other thing is that with its long,
narrow profile, she draws water from end fo end and is near impossible to pivol in the >
big water, Oh-——and the stern, which is the downstream end of the boat, is low enough Y April {(4)
sou that even modest waves crash over it, crash over the splashboard, and land The View Downstream
squarely in my face and the oversize cockpit, which quickly swamps. These are

June (1)

May (1)

Edith and Brad in the Big Drops
problems.

Edith in Cataract Canyon

But I've rowed worse. The Powell boat is even tougher in big water, being another five Edith in the Wild
or more feet long and no wider. What | came to realize is that the Galloway style hoat
is far closer to an Powell boat than | had imagined, far more distant from the Nevills » March (20}

boat that superceded it. Truly a transitional hull, but it is small wonder that the Nevills
boat eclipsed it 50 suddenly and definitively in 1938. | had expected Edith to row
samewhat like the Holmstrom boat | built ten years ago, since that was a modified
Galloway, being the same lines, but shortened a foot and a half and widened nearly a
foot. Not even close. Holmstrom was far further ahead of his time than | had guessed.

» February (27}

» January (15}

» 2010 (9)

But ! think with a bit of forethought and a bit of luck, Edith and | will make it through About Me
Grand Canyon this month.
brdfrd
boatman: azraft.com
i writer: fretwater.com
! boatbuilder:
fretwaterboatworks.com

Somehow with all the wind and chill, | forgot to take many pictures. [ hope to share a
few more that others took, along with a clip or two of video. But here are a few shots
from Tower Fark on the Green River.
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