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Perkinsville Crossing is a popular spot with folk from Williams for
fishing and camping,. This is private land, so be neat and courteous.
You don’t have any right to be here. You have access by courtesy of
the landowner. You movie buffs out there might be interested to know
that portions of “How the West Was Won” were filmed in this area.
Boaters will paddle a narrow, braiding little creek and will be forced
out of boat on a few occasions due to downed trees, barbed wire and
shallow water. Not far below the crossing is a series of cottonwood
trees which sport an extensive heron rookery. 1 have seen upwards of
20 herons at a time in and near these trees. It’s a real kick to watch
these long-legged fishermen land on the upper edges of these large
trees. :

Something like a mile below the Tiver crossing the railroad is
trestled from river left to river right. This is where Orchard Draw
sometimes dumps large amounts of water and debris into the Verde. It
is also the spot where you re-enter public land. The railroad track
stays within 60 vertical feet of the river for over ten miles. However,
the track is mostly built up on the talus slopes. It is not visually
intrusive. From the river level, it is barely noticeable.

Below the trestle, limestone cliffs advance toward the river as the
flood plain begins to disappear. They move in close, then recede a bit
as Horseshoe Canyon approaches a little over two miles below the
trestle. In this two plus miles the creek alternates between being
shallow and rocky, and then having deep pools. The cliffs visually rise
about 400 feet above the creek. Out of eyesight, the land continues its
rise through the juniper flats, the ponderosa forests, the aspens, and
the firs until it reaches the high, dry tundra of the San Francisco
Peaks.

This section is wonderful. Beautiful water filled with native suckers,
chubs and spikedace minnows. Bird life includes ducks, nesiing
mergansers, osprey, bald eagles, shorebirds, phainopepla, red-winged
blackbirds and great blue herons,

1 have seen deer and javelina along the banks and found signs of
beaver and river otters. During the late part of the season, this is a
good section to jump hunt for ducks.

As the creek drops toward Horseshoe Canyon and Red Flat Draw
it appears to flow directly up Horseshoe Canyon. Instead, it pools at
the mouth of Horseshoe before abruptly turning north and plunging
over a narrow rock bar, created by the outflow of Red Flat Draw and
Horseshoe Canyon.
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Here, all pretenses that this will simply be one more gorgeous
stretch of Arizona riparian canyon are shattered. The creek had
ah_"eady been dropping at a rate of 25 feet per mile. For the next six
miles that rate increases to 27 feet per mile. The canyon walls rush the
river. TI}e tops of the Redwall limestone cliffs reach 700 feet high and
are, at times, within 0.2 of a mile of the creek.

The cliffs are eroded and stained red from a cap of sandstone.
Caves, overhangs, window rocks, and balancing rocks appear as the
Verde winds its way around Mormon Pocket. (This is also the general
location of the lost gold mine mentioned in the Overview.)

It is possible to have visual overload. I've had winter days here
when the combination of creek, red and white chiff walls, bald eagles,
herons and snow was almost too beautiful to bear.

Come in the spring and scramble up the cliffs to find stands of cliff
rose blooming. While on high, look down on the creek, shallow and
clear, lined with mesquite, hackberry, walnut and the occasional
cottonwood. Visitin the fall, when the leaves turn. In the summer you
can refresh yourself at the springs that bubble to the surface a half-
mile or so below Rafael Draw. In the winter, these same springs
provide a welcome warm thermal offering to a cold traveler.

The creek becomes shallow and rock strewn as it fights its way
down hill. It is a challenge for canoeists to find a way through the red
stones and boulders. A beautiful and unboatable obstruction is
located in the river where the railroad enters a short, cﬁrving tunnel.
Large red rocks, from some distant landslide, have fallen from the
cliffs to choke the river. This section can be portaged or the canoes
manhandled through this section with care.

In high water this whole section becomes challenging. In-
f:reased water volume brings increased water velocity. The creek
18 narrow with lots of high water strainers and limited spaces to
get out and scout.

The stream continues rocky with rock bars until the east side of
Mormop Pocket, where it begins to gather in pools. This whole deep
canyon is an important area for ducks, eagles and other wildlife.
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It doesn’t matterif youare hiking, riding a horse, or canoeing.
Don’t rush this section. I have met people in here who were not
having a good time. To a person, they had all badly over-
estimated their ability to comfortably cover distance in this

rugged land.

At the railroad tunnel {TRM 29) there are small limestone
overhangs that are worth investigating. I've seen lots of bats here.
There are a few good caves and deep overhangs throughout these
parts, some high off the river. '

After the creek turns to the south and travels down the east side of
Mormon Pocket, it becomes peaceful. El Rio Verde then turns cast
and down a short, constricted drop into a lovely pool. This pool is
created by a diversion dam that waters the private property that will
shortly appear on the north side of the river.

Hunters, put away your guns! From now until you are past the
mouth of Sycamore Canyon you are likely to be too close to some
inhabited building to be able to legally shoot.

At about TRM 34.4 the Verde drops over a steep, shallow, heavy
rapid and plows into the bank created by the railroad track. This
rapid was created by the outwash of Railroad Draw. The rocks here
are somewhat undercut, but the bank is definitely undercut.

The pools between the rocks at the bottom can be deep. The
undercut bank has exposed tree roots waiting to snare a foolish high
water boater. This rapid is runable. But it does require some cautions,
especially if the water level is up and pushy.

The private property of the area known as Packard Ranch (Phelps
Dodge owns most of the property) occupies river left to Sycamore
Canyon. You will hit some fences, including some electric ribbon
fences. The horses will stare at boaters as they pass, waiting for the
opportunity to snicker at you as you work your way under the electric
fence without touching it. (If you contact the fence, expect a mild,
unpleasant shock.) You can’t see them very well, but the Antelope
Hills are emerging river right, away from the river.

Sycamore Creek signals a change in the canyon that holds the
Verde. Suddenly and immediately on river left the limestone is
replaced by black basalt, some 100 feet high. River right the limestone
struggles for another mile before it succumbs to basalt also.
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The flat area atop the cliffs on river left is known as Duff Flat.
(Depending on what AGFD was able to arrange with Phelps Dodge,
there may be a canoe access point here, Contact AGFD for details.)

Carn.ping spots become rare. The talus slope from the basalt cliffs
slant directly to the river, except at the apexes of some of the river
bends and at a few other spots. The first of these very tight river turns
also-holds a small spring. About 1.5 miles below Sycamore Creek you
will see a USGS river gauge river left.

Here, and at various other points along this basalt canyon (known
as Box Canyon to the older locals) it is possible to access from above,
river left. Duff Flats is crossed with roads, so folk drive to some point
and they climb down a side drainage to the Verde. Unfortunately,
along with some of these folk comes trash that doesn’t make it out.

Near that gauging station another die is cast. Until now, the Verde
had been flowing mostly to the east. Now it goes south. Except fora
few stretches of useless rebellion, the Verde will hold to a southerly
course until it enters the yards, faucets, and toilets of the Phoenix
metro sprawl.

Another change occurs in this vicinity. Upstream from here the
Verde is heavily dominated by native fish. AGFD surveys indicate
that over 90 percent of the fish in the river upstream from here are
natives. Not only are the fish native, there are lots of fish. The
concentrations of fish life are extraordinarily heavy. Well, here it
changes. The dominant fish species are now all exotic. In addition, the
incidence of fish life drops pretty dramatically. ’

The creek below Sycamore consists of pools, separated by rapids.
None of the rapids is above a Level Two. Most are short. (One long,
rock-strewn rapid is shown on the topo maps.) Some, especially those
on the bends, have larger rocks and require some maneuvering.

The basalt canyon slowly starts to melt into the Verde Valley--100
feet high, 80, 60, then 40 feet high, it sinks into the limestone that
supports the Verde Valley, I've seen lots of quail in here, but hunting
them is a challenge. When flushed, they fly to the top of the cliffs.
Their flight pattern is predictable, but unusual, One shot per flock is
all you get.

At SOB Canyon, TRM 42, you can get your first glimpse of the old
smoke tower of TAPCQ, journey’s end. It plays hide-and-seek as you
encounter increasing numbers of diversion dams, which foretell the
fate awaiting the Verde. A mile or so from TAPCO, the canyon is
gone. You move past sandy banks, a few old buildings, a few wrecked
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cars, and water pumps. The water pumps sit, like sleeping vampuees,
 awaiting the hieat to come and stimulate their thirsty need for the life
-force ‘of the Verde. '
A few bends and a large cottonwood bench appears on the ieift. Itis
-private property, but presently open to the public, 'The ruins of
TAPCO are across the river, sandwiched between the distant ruins of
a cliff dwelling and the ruins at Tuzigoot. You and the Verde have
come about 45 miles from Morgan Ranch.

Power Plants Along the Verde

On or near the Verde stand a number of _abandoned or operating
power plants. There is an abandoned, coal-fired p_lant near Clarkdale
which is known as TAPCO. There is an operating, water-powered
plant on the river at Childs, and another water-powered plant off the
river, in the Fossil Creek drainage, at Irving. ‘

The origin of all these plants is rooted in the early history gf the
electrification of Arizona. Near the turn of the century, the Apzona
Power Company (TAPCO) provided power to the wired portions of

Yavapai County.

TAPCO power plant ruins sit outside Clarkdale.
{Photo courtesy Arizona Pubtic Service Company}
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In 1897, Fossil Springs caught Anglo attention, especially since
these springs cranked out 20,000 gallons of water per minute, day
after day, season after season, year after year.

This water then rushed down a drop of 1,600 feet through Fossil
Creek to reach the Verde. (The name “fossil” was given due to the high
mineral content of the water. It tends to coat anything it flows over
with minerals, making it appear to be fossilized.)

In 1907 the Arizona Power Company began construction on a
hydro-powered plant at Childs. A seven-mile flume had to be
constructed to imprison the springs and bring the water out of the
Fossil Creek drainage. =~

All construction material, some of which had been manufactured in
Germany, had to be hauled by mule train from the closest railhead at
Mayer. Six hundred men, including many Yavapai Indians, and 450
mules labored for two years to build the plant. The water was brought
to a point 1,075 feet above the site of the power plant and Stehr Lake
was created to store the water. A pipe, which gradually decreases in
diameter, was constructed to funnel the water down to the three
generators below.

The plant at Irving was built just below the springs themselves 10
years later. It is smaller and has only one generator.

At one time these two small plants provided the electricity to
Prescott, Jerome, Humboldt, the Verde Valley, in addition to the
majority of the power for Phoenix. Because there are no ongoing
costs for fuel, both plants are operated by Arizona Public Service
Company to this very day. In 1986, the Childs plant was named a
National Mechanical Engineering Landmark. There is a move afoot
to have it named a National Historic Landmark,

The abandeoned plant upriver from Clarkdale was built the same
time as the Irving plant. Construction started in 1917 during World
War I to provide power for increased activity at the copper mines.
{War creates big demand for copper.) The plant was finished in 1918,
just in time for peace. The demand for copper plummeted and by 1919
the plant had been mothballed.

In the 1920s the plant was run periodically solely to provide power
to Phoenix at peak demand times. This practice continued until the
1960s when the plant was shut down for good. Now the ruins of past
Indian culture overlooks one of the ruins of modern culture.
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TAPCO to
Dead Horse Park

Mileage: 6.5 miles
Elevation Change: 3400 to 3284

Warnings: ® Mill Tailings
® Private land
® Diversion Dams
® Cottonwood Ditch
& Gravel Pit

Motorized access:
® TAPCO. Cross the Tuzigoot bridge going toward Tuzigoot.
Take the first left, which is FR 131. As you drop over the
first hill, look for roads going into the cottonwood benches
to the left of the road.
® Dead Horse Park
@ Tuzigoot Bridge

Days for trip: one

This trip will never be popular with boaters, though I believe
everyone in this state who uses water can benefit by traveling this
segment at least once.

For a little bit below TAPCO things are OK. You see some nice
cliffs, There are lots of cottonwood. And you get some fine views of
the ruins at Tuzigoot Monument. All too quickly, you hit a huge
black hill of mill tailings. Shortly after that you enter the pool created
by the backwater of the Peck’s Lake Diversion Dam.

This poolis a good place to try to spot birds and maybe to fish. Itis
not pretty. The dam is an amazing affair--a long curtain of metal
sheeting, propped up (no lie) by large posts sunk on the down river
side.

It is pretty easy to get a canoe over this obstruction. Paddle to the
right side and climb up on the earthen works. Line your boat to the
edge of the dam, which is only three or four feet high on the river right
side. Pull up on your bowline and forward on your stern line. This will
cause your canoe to move forward until the edge of the dam is about
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midway down the bottom. Next, pull up on your sternline and your
canoe will slide over until the bow hits the creek bottom below, Climb
down, finish manhandling your boat into the creek below, and paddle
away.

Do not approach this dam at high water, Being swept over
could result in serious injuries,

The dam provides about eight feet of head. One of the better ideas
have heard bounced around the Verde Valley is to apply for SLIF
(State Lake Improvement Funds) and use this head to create an
artificial whitewater course. Properly constructed, that eight foot
could be converted into 50 yards or so of solid Class 1 whitewater.
Where such runs have been created elsewhere, they have proven to be
a commercial draw, in addition to providing recreation for the local
community.

Below the dam the creek flows under Tuzigoot Bridge. River left is
part of the Verde Greenbelt. River right is private land. Shortly you
drop over the diversion dam that provides water for Dead Horse
Park.

Below this diversion dam the river quickens its pace and heads into
a narrow chute. Cottonwoods start to close in and the scene protnises
to be very pretty. There is a sense of relief, after the last couple miles of
river where humankind’s damaging impact has been all too obvious.
The idea of paddling a narrow run through a canopy of cottonwoods
is exciting. :

As you enter the narrow chute, your eyes are naturally drawn to the
tops of the high cottonwoods. This particular habitat is critically
important to a huge variety of birds. It is comforting and reassuring to
see it here in good health.

Ahead you see the now quite-narrow creek makes a sharp right
turn. You round the turn and stare at a large metal water gate,
Gotcha! The river is gone. You are paddling in the Cottonwood
Ditch,

Beach vour boat river left and drag it out of the ditch. See that
marsh on the left? The one with virtually no water? That is what is left
of the Verde River. Forty-nine miles below its perennial birthplace,
the Verde almost dies. Up to 80 percent of all the water that enters the
Verde Valley disappears into this ditch,

Drag your boat over to the marsh and walk back upstream on river
left. Go back to the point where you first noticed the creek seemingto
narrow and look at your feet. This weed-covered bank is an old
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diversion dam. Once on it you can see the unnatural regular patterns
in the order of the rocks. Originally, the creek turned left here,

Return to your boat and drag it down the old creek bed. The large
river cobbles here have not yet learned that the river is gone. As you
walk, notice this creek, the Verde River, gathering more water as it
struggles to recover. There is less water here than at its birthplace near
Morgan Ranch.

Over the next couple hundred yards, a thin, thin stream of water
moves around the river cobbles which were rubbed round by the
flowing waters that now grow lawns in Cottonwood.

Walk a little further to where the river turns right and the irrigation
ditch from Dead Horse and Tuzigoot re-enters. There is a substantial
little marsh here. Unless the river is higher than normal, the water will
be clear for the first time in miles. The water works its way through
reeds and the sediment s filtered by the plants. The combined views of
marsh and distant Black Hills are wonderful.

As the marsh ends, a gravel pit appears on the left. The gravel pits
along the river in the Verde Valley have been the subject of
controversy, court cases, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
action. The controversy with this particular pit has included violence
involving firearms.

Travel around the next bend to the left and you will be at the low
water crossing that leads into Dead Horse State Park. This park is
worth a visit.

You, and El Rio de Los Reyes, are about 52 miles below Morgan
Ranch.

Sedge grass can grow as thick as a carpet.
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Birds

Here are birds that 1 have commonly seen along with a few that you
may not see but will definitely be worth an “Oh, wow!” if you do.
Red-Tail Hawk

One of the first raptors people learn to identify.

Black Hawk

Considered rare. However, you have a good chance of seeing one
along the Verde and certain of its tributaries. Black Hawks nest along
the Verde and its tribs. They hunt toads, crayfish and similar prey.
They have two white bands on their tails and yellow, dangling legs.

Green-winged Teal. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Birds by
David Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)
Golden Eagle
You may see these large predators along the creek but what may
appear to be a golden eagle is more likely to be an immature bald
eagle.

Bald Eagles

During the winter, Arizona receives bald eagles migrating down
from northern climates. We also have our own resident nesting
population. Bald eagles prey on fish but will also take waterfowl.

While canoeing the Salt River, I startled a small teal which took off
downstream. Suddenly, one, then another bald eagle streaked over
my head in pursuit. One eagle flew over the teal while the other tried to
get underneath, in an effort to force the teal up into the talons of the
upper bird. The lower eagle was unsuccessful. This time the teal won
its desperate race for the shelter of streamside growth.

Once, at an Arizona Wildlife Federation convention, I overheard
an intriguing discussion over the nature of the nesting bald eagles in
Arizona. Are these birds the remnants of a diminished population or
the first emigrants of a new population?

It seems the early ornithologists in the area now called Arizona
didn’t mention nesting bald eagles. It also seems that all the first
modern-day nests of these eagles were located near lakes or streams

Wood Ducks. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Birds by David
Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of Arizona Press,
©1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)

38 / Birds Birds / 39




where exotic fish dominate. To this day, most, but not all, bald eagle
nests appear where native fish have been largely replaced by exotics,
such as catfish or carp. It also seems that bald eagles seem to prefer the
exotic fish as prey.

The conclusion of the discussion was that the reason early explorers
don’t mention nesting bald eagles is that there weren’t any. Perhaps
the native fish moved around in a way that made them an unreliable
food source partway into the nesting season. Perhaps it was only after
the introduction of exotics that the eagles had a reliable prey species
available throughout the entire nesting season.

Who knows? Carp certainly need predators, and bald eagles need
all the advantages possible. I've seen heavy concentrations of bald
ecagles in the Perkinsville Canyon stretch of the Verde during
December, January and February.

Osprey

P've seen these fish hawks mostly in the Perkinsville stretch. They
seem to go elsewhere when the bald eagles arrive.

While doing fish population surveys with the Arizona Game and
Fish Department, we have found fish which carry scars from where
some taloned aerial predator struck and almost caught dinner. No
one knows how many of the fish so wounded die. It is clear that at
least some recover. We find some fish damaged by herons, also.

Falcons

If you see a falcon in a canyon area, there is a good chance thatitisa
peregrine. However, it could also be a harrier or a prairie falcon.
Common Loon

Every once in a while one of these buggers will show up at Peck’s
Lake or Horseshoe Lake.

Canada Geese

These beautiful, and tasty, birds visit the Verde in small numbers in
the dead of winter. You are most likely to find them in the Wilderness
section below Childs.

Mallards and Teals

Very common along the entire Verde during the winter.
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Cangda Geese. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Birds by
David Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of Arizona
Press, ©®1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)

Phainopepla

Sometimes called a black cardinal. This beautiful black bird with

}Jvhite wing patches is common along the Verde. Its soft, short whistle
1s regularly heard.

Great Blue Heron

Extremely common along the Verde. This majestic fish hunter nests
along the Verde in large rookeries (typically, some large cottonwood)
§hared by many herons. [ have been able to see twenty or more herons
in a large rookery in the upper reaches of the Verde. Their croaking

squawks and large wing span make me think of some distant
pterodactyl.

Green Heron

Look for these small relatives of the great blue throughout the
Verde Valley.
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Cliff Swallows and Bank Swallows

I'have seen both along the Verde and its tribs, but cliff swallows are
more common. Here is another example where boaters need to show
some respect for wildlife’s need for privacy while raising young.
Boaters who paddle too close to the mud nests not only throw the
parents into panic, but at times, the older chicks will abandon the nest

in fear, exposing them to the much greater risks which exist outside
those small mud walls.

Snipes, Sandpipers and Dippers

These shorebirds can all be found in the Verde watershed.

Common Mergansers. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Birds
by David Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)

Common Mergansers

These fish-eating ducks do nest along the Verde River. During the
spring, you can see females with their ducklings. Nesting mergansers
seem absent along the Salt River, or at least, they are not present in the
numbers found along the Verde. One wildlife biologist has suggested
that the heavy boater traffic along the Salt during the spring causes
the family group to be broken up as the female and brood attempt to
flee the intrusive boaters. The isolated and lost ducklings are easy
pickings for a wide variety of predators.

From my own experienceon the Verde, I know that the female and
young will flee downstream for considerable distances in front of large
boats (rafts), boats that are moving quickly, or otherwise act as if they
have predation in mind. I also know from personal experience that it
is possible for a boater to paddle quietly and SLOWLY past such a
family group. The key elements seem to be keeping as much distance
as possible, not paddling directly toward the birds, and moving slowly
and quietly.

Kingfishers A Gambel’s Quail. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Birds by
David Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of Arizona

The belted kingfisher is the most commonly seen of aerial hunters
Press, ©1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)

that dive from the air into the water after fish.
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Morning Dove. (Reprinted from Arizona Game Bir.ds by
David Brown, artist Paul Bosman, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1989. Courtesy The U of A Press.)

Mourning Doves and Gambel's Quail
Both are common small game birds along the Verde,

Flycatchers, Phoebes, Wrens, Tanagers, Sparrows

These, and other insect eaters, are present in large numnbers.

Roadrunners

Hunter of lizards, snakes and other small critters, including birds.

Wood Ducks
Give a cheer if you are fortunate to see these colorful waterfowl.

Dead Horse Park
to Bridgeport

Mileage: 4.5 miles
Elevation Change: 3284 to 3260

Warnings: @ Downed trees
® Gravel pits
® Private land

Motorized access:
® Dead Horse Park
@ Bridgeport, where RT 89A crosses the Verde.

Days for trip: one

Dead Horse State Park is worth some time. It has good camping
and picnic facilities and offers pond or stream fishing. The rangers can
usually provide information about the river, including information
important to river runners. It is the site of Verde River Day, usually
held in the late summer or early fall. The attractive nature of this park
is reflected in the fact that they receive over 50,000 visitors a year.

It is possible to canoe from Dead Horse to Bridgeport in a matter of
hours, but why hurry? There is bass in these waters and, in the winter,
stocked trout. When I’m fishing, I can spend all day on this segment.
In the fall, vou can admire the reflection of golden-leaved cotton-
woods in the water. At any time of year, you can appreciate intimate
little pools. At any time of year you can also see the devastation left by
poorly-regulated gravel pits.

The first mile or so is lovely. Cottonwood benches harbor lots of
bird life. The stream is often shallow, still recovering from the theft of
the waters at Cottonwood Ditch, a scant couple miles upstream.
There are some deeper pools, and some nice views of the Black Hills.

Then you hit a gravel pit. Notice the piles of barren rock. Notice the
bombed stream bed. Notice the dead cottonwoods.

After exiting the war zone, the river turns south. You pass through
riparian zones with limestone bluffs off the river left. This is important
bird habitat. There are unobtrusive homes and close trees. Watch for
signs of beaver.
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Bridgeport, where RT 89A crosses the Verde, is an excellent river
access point. The land underneath the bridge is public, lots of
available parking, restaurants and a bar.

This section is often very shallow. If 'm going here, I try to go with
a light canoe. You will enjoy this section most at cfs levels above
readings of 100 at the Camp Verde gauge. It is worth your time to boat
this. Many of the canoeists I have met in the area like this segment
because of the easy access at Dead Horse and Bridgeport.

At Bridgeport, the Verde has traveled about 56.5 miles since its
perennial birth,

Where man does not interfere,
riparian growth hugs the Verde quite close.
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‘g? Common Cattail. (Reprinted from

Hiustrated Guide of Arizona Weeds by
Kittie Parker, artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1972. Courtesy The U of A

Press.)

Seepwiliow Baccharis. (Reprinted from
Nustrated Guide of Arizona Weeds by
Kittie Parker, artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1972. Courtesy The U of A
Press.)

Western or Netleaf Hackberry. re-
printed from Trees and Shrubs of the
Southwest Desert by Lyman Benson
and Robert A. Darrow, artist Lucretia
Breazeale Hamilton, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1981. Courtesy The U
of A Press.)
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Plants

There are lots of them out there. I started to put together a halfway
adequate list and it threatened to envelop the book.

Sunflowers

There are a variety of sunflowers which grow in Arizona, most of
them (but not all} yellow. Included in this large family are desert-
marigolds, brittlebush, blanketflower, goldfields, and blackfoot
daisies. The large flowers I saw along the upper Verde near Morgan
Ranch were a sunflower,

Sunflower. {Reprinted from Mustrated Guide of Arizona Weeds
by Kittie Parker, artist Lucretia Breazeaie Hamilton, The Uni-
versity of Arizona Press, ©1972. Courtesy The U of A Press.)
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Chuparosa

This shrub produces red, tubular flowers in the spring, attracting
lots of hummingbirds.

Beardtongue

Hummingbirds are also attracted to this red member of the
snapdragon family. It is common along the East Verde and Sycamore
Creeks #3 and #4.

Sacred Datura

This jimpson weed is a member of the nightshade family. There is
no missing or mistaking its large, white, trumpet flowers. The flowers
are pollenated by bees and hawkmoths. All parts of the plant are
poisonous! R

Sacred Datura. (Reprinted from /lustrated Guide of Arizona
Weeds by Kittie Parker, artist Lucretia Breazeale Hamilton, The
University of Arizona Press, ©1972. Courtesy The U of A Press.)
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Coyote Gourd

This gourd-producing vine bears large yellow flowers. There is a
coyote gourd of frightening size at one of the springs below Rafael
Draw.

‘Desert Rose Mallow

These large, mostly white flowers atop a sick-looking shrub can be
seen along the Verde above King Canyon.

Strawberry Hedgehog and Pincushion Cactus

These two different cactus will at times take root in small
outcroppings on creek side chiffs. When in bloom, the contrast of rock
and plant is a special visual gift.

Hedgehog Cactus. (Reprinted from Cact/ of Arizona by Lyman
Benson, artist Lucretia Breazeale Hamilton, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1981, Courtesy The U of A Press.)
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Desert tronwood. (Reprinted from i -
Trees and Shrubs of the Southwest
Desert by Lyman Benson and Robert A,
Darrow, artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1981. Courtesy The U of A

Arizona Black Walnut. (Re-
printed from Trees and Shrubs of
the Southwest Desert by Lyman
Benson and Robert A. Darrow,

Press.)

Ironwood

The soft, lavender pastel of the flowers of this desert tree follow the
early summer yellow blooms of the palo verde.

Reeds

The very large reeds seen below Childs are bullrushes. They provide
important habitat for numerous birds. Redwinged blackbirds seem
particularly attracted to them. The smaller reeds which border the
upper section of the Verde are sedge grass of some sort. Sedge grass
grows to about knee high and can be as thick as a lawn. Cattails grow
sporadically from the Verde Valley down river.

Algae

A variety of algae grows in the streams of the Verde watershed
where it provides food and shelter to denizens of the water, land and
air.

Duckweed

The smallest blooming plant. These tiny dots of green are thick in
the waters below the Morgan Ranch.

Watercress

A noticeable round-leafed plant growing from the bottom of the
stream. It is edible.
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artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1881. Courtesy
The U of A Press.)

Walnut

The walnut tree is common along the Verde above Clarkdale.
Below Clarkdale it is most often found along the tributaries to the
Verde.

Common Cocklebur. (Re-
printed from /Hflustrated Guide of
Arizona Weeds by Kittie Parker,
artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1972. Courtesy
The U of A Press.)

Cocklebur

Enemy of all canines. I took a dog on a river trip in the fall once that
came back looking so bad, I probably could have had him named a
federal disaster area.
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Sycamore

Does the fact that four tributaries to the Verde are named after this
tree give you a hint as to how common it is? They are great trees. I
believe the best specimens are found on Beaver Creek below
Montezuma Castle. g

Sycamore. {Reprinted from Trees and Shrubs of the Southwest
Desert by Lyman Benson and Robert A. Darrow, artist Lucretia
Breazeale Hamilton, The University of Arizona Press, ©1981.
Courtesy The U of A Press.)

Trumpet Flower

This shrub or small tree bears yellow flowers. Common along
sections of the Verde.

. )} Yellow Trumpet Flower. (Reprinted
’ /. from Trees and Shrubs of the Southwest

1577 Desert by Lyman Benson and Robert A.
; Darrow, artist l.ucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of Arizona
Press, ©1981. Courtesy The U of A
Press.)
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Saltcedar. {Reprinted from /ustrated
Guide of Arizona Weeds by Kittie Parker,
artist Lucretia Breazeale Hamilton, The
University of Arizona Press, ©1972.
Courtesy The U of A Press.)

Salt Cedar, Tamarisk

This foul invader and invasive plant will take over the banks of any
creek that can’t fight back. It is most often found below dams, where
the river 1s emasculated. 1t occurs along the Verde above Horseshoe
Lake, but it is not common, until you get below the dam.

Fremont Cottonwood. {Re-
printed from Trees and Shrubs of
the Southwest Desert by Lyman
Benson and Robert A. Darrow,
artist Lucretia Breazeale
Hamilton, The University of
Arizona Press, ©1981. Courtesy /
The U of A Press.)

Cottonwoods

At one time, these beautiful and inspiring trees were targeted for
elimination by a water company for the Phoenix area. These native
plants were using water which could have been used instead by people
downstream. Such vegetation control projects are not dead. As I
write, one is being considered for the upland portion of the Verde and
Salt watersheds.
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56 / Bridgeport to Oak Creek

Bridgeport to Oak Creek

Mileage: 8 miles
Elevation Change: 3260 to 3180

Warnings: ® Private fand
@ Gravel operations
@ Diversion dam

Motorized access:

@ Bridgeport, where RT 88A crosses the Verde.

® Black Canvyon (ask for directions, locally).

@ Bignott Beach. Follow signs off road into Thousand Trails.

® Thousand Trails Campground, Turnoff is located off RT 89
between Cottonwood and Camp Verde. Access is either
by foot from public parking lot near campground or by
four-wheel drive roads accessed at a turnoff just prior

.to Thousand Trails labeled “Sheep Crossing.”

Days needed: One to two

This is a great stretch, particularly suitable for beginning boaters,
or for trips with children. It offers nice views, intimate little spots,
camping as well as opportunities to fish and swim. Much oftheland is
privately owned, so non-boaters may find access difficult.

At normal water flows, this section has no unusual dangers. Trees
can always fall into the creek, so boaters must always be on the
lookout for strainers. However, the current is typically slow, so there
is no need for any boaters who show sense to find themselves in
trouble.

The first four miles show intimate pools and riffles. Many of these
are contained by banks covered with trees, brush or the creek
bouncing up against limestone cliffs of various heights. About four
miles into the trip, the land to the river left becomes flat and open. It
stays that way until you near the mouth of Oak Creek. River right
keeps some uplift the entire way through this section.

Black Canyon and Wilbur Canyon join the river about five miles
below Bridgeport. Black Canyon is easy to spot, if you know what to
leok for, or if you have been following vour course on a topo map.
Here you can find huge cottonwoods, public land and unimproved
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