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Why wood and canvas?

A5 adecendant of the hirch bark canoe, wood and canvas canoes have their
roots firrnly in that tradiion.  Although the earliest documented account of
these canoes 15 not until 1535, 1t 12 clear that birch bark canoes had been uszed
in Morth America for much longer, probably thousands of vears.

Birch bark canoes are a wonderous craft. To take matenals readily avalable
m the surrounding forest, and with hand tools create a lightweight, fexble,
robust and forgiving craft that can be paddled and carried by one person over
thousands of miles, is stilf one of humanity's greatest technological
achievemetts.

When the sheer wolume of European settlers in MNorth Amenca (fueled by the
promuze of land and the riches of the fur-trade) outstripped the ability of the
local canoe bulders to collect enough bark and make enough canoes, the
wood and canvas canoe was born. This techmigue mcorporated an mgemious
way to use readily available canvas as a skin instead of birch barky and was
coupled with an ipressive method of construction (the petnanent canoe
fortn) which could deal with the demands of creased production.

The lines of the first wood and canvas canoes heawly horrowed from the
superhly functional designs of the local Indians and the construction methods
were simply an extension of earlier skills  What evolved, then, was a
wonderful marriage of tried and tested desions and methods, coupled with the
advantages and fresh eves that modernity brought to the problem

The cage for the Wood and Canwvas Canoe tradiion grows stronger, even still
when we exatrune 1t in the contest of education.

Bill Mason once sad.. " AT my life peaple have been telling me that I
should rever travel alones, but.. I have rever been told that by anyone
wha has ever done i’

Mason was a defender of self-reliance and experience and a wood and
canvas canoe is a bastion in this wiew. Because these canoes require a little
more care than plastic boats, we believe that they hone your shlls and
encourage good practice in a way that other canoe types may never do.
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The word ‘traditional' often carnes the unnecessary connotation of the
regressive, as if things from the past can never match things of the present or
future in functional prowess. We believe that this is sitmply not the case.

In the canoce journeving tradition, wood and canvas canoes are every bit as
practical as the most modern boats. The advantages of wood are mumerous,
light, flesible, water-resistant, rot-resistant, strong and warm to the touch, not to
mention heautiful  Canvas 13 also fewmble, strong, durable and lightweight. Cur
canoes are trimmed with local hardwoods, where we are simply spoiled with
the UK's excellent selection and diversity. And because all these matenals are
selected with care, we stand by their fitness for purpose.

Although we would confidently back wood and canvas canoes in any realistic
match with modern matertals, they are cerfanly a holistic, wing craft.  They
are not a soul-less, static entity which can be neglected. They do require care
and attention from time to time, as any vehicle does, but these requirements are
generally lmmited to a lick of varmsh every once on a while. And contary to
wgnorant views of 'tradifional’ craft, they are i many ways more practical by
the ease and accuracy in which they can be repaired. It i testament to the
durahility of these craft that there are many hoats still in circulation which are
well over a hundred years old. How tnany people can confidently say that
about their modern, Rovales hoat?

Wood and canvas canoes grow with their owners. They can offer you the
opportunity to attach valuable skills to the canoeists armoury by learning simple
techmgues for restoration and mamtenance.  And should you need to make a
field repair on wour boat, you cax simply leamn how  In fact providing
information on this will be part of our service to you as you leave with your
shitty new boat. OFf course you can always return your boat to us for repair
and restoration should you need to,
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