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Tempe might have Besn a saw-
anill town early In ite history if
Charles Trumbull Hayden had sue-
ceeded in floating logs down the
Ba4 River from forests in moun-
taing east of the Valley,

The year was 1873, and Hayden
was huilding & flour mill st Hay-
den's Feryy — or Tempe — and
needed lumber,

i But the Salt River Valley wes
- without trees suitable for lumber,
and lumber was expsnsive fo im-
port. As a resulf, the hamlets of
Tempe and Phosnix were -adobe
towns,

In May 1873, Hayden organized a
party of eight men o go up the Balt
River, fell some tress and find out if
logs could be floated to Mayden's
Ferry.

The men depsried May 24 and
traveled into country occupled by
Apaches, who, in that period, were
not always peaceful.

About three weeks later, Hayden
returned to the Valley, He informed
' a correspondent for the Arfzona
Finer of Prescoit that the Indiens
were numercus hut friendly and
that there was nothing to preveat
sending logs down the river.

{ The party had made a cance
from-a tree and put some logs in the

131\161 Six of the men traveled with
*the logs while Hayden and a second
man returned to the Valley.

On June 20, the Miner corve-
!spondent sent the following nega-
i tive report:
| “The Hayden party ... have
returned, and pronounce the

‘scheme a failure, With much toil
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and difficulty, on account of rapids

/'}-/ L;L// 51\ and bouldeis in the river, they

descended a long way, when, havmg
lost thelr arms, ammunition and
provisions, e.“:r.ecptgng flour, "they
arrived ab a canon so narrow as not
to admit the passage of a log, and

wére compelled o abandon their .

hoat and foot it My, H
sanguine of getling sufficient fim-
ber on this sida of the canons.”

" In duly, Hayden made a second
expedition to the mountaing in
pursuit of timber. This trip appar-
ently was unsuceessful, too.

T Mey 1835, another expcdibion
was mode on the Sslt River lo
determine if sawed logs could be
earried downstream to Tempe.

This time,
sewmill operator
8=l River,
raflroad tles to Tempe.

upstream on the

William Bureh, a

Burch was mecompanied by three :

men. They launched i boat in the
Balt River about four miles above

the river's junctions with Tonte :
Creek in the Tonto Basin, iz days -

later, they reached Témpe.

The men rveported that at one -

place, the river narrowed to 11 feet.
They thought thatlwould be an
excellent place to bl’ ild a ressyvoir
to store water,

A Phoenix r-ewspamr The Au—

fayden is still -

contracted {o deliver .

zona Gazetts, said, “The sheence of | g

drift and the genewi character of
tha car\on demorasaﬁneu most fully i
that such a preject vhay be success- |
fully undertaken, This . . . will open |’
to this Valley tbe ttmbev belt of the i
Hlerra Anche”

The nevwspaper’s bptimism, how-
gver, apparently was never re-.
warded.



