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o3 af th& maneuvers had to do wit qcmng:off ot over sand bars,

Pim Ch«?mﬁd ‘md A boat.” e xcept in the highest water, was slow and laborious work
- The government most pe ¢strian means of getting through low w

deawing only nincteen umhe'-;. Thc fau that it fazk:d to rgo in barges towed for the purpose or double: trip it b} ‘
halfway point on its voyage to the Yellowstone was fzppfuently bank and making two wips through the low spots, Virtually al
p(}()l‘ mamgement Ntl]t!‘ than the dCﬁULl}CV of Chﬁ vessel Tt ¢ ﬁSSC]S XVL’,I'& Sfﬁfl}Wh{,e}ClS, ‘lﬂd u}hen one &ronndéd it Awas. some-
Lisa, near present-day Omaha, before hymg over for the winter, possible to get off by reversing the wheel to send o rush of water

next :,prmg Congress had lost interest in the expedition. The th E)mt and 50 lift the bow. Or a boat rmght pull itself through
Engiieer came back downstream, made a %bmt and purpomfle

the Mississippi to the foot of the Dex Z\Eames mp;
fmm history.
The Missouri was not conquered to the moutl of the Yellow
steam for more than a decade afrer the abortive government ex ‘
Then, in 1830, Pierre Choutean, manager at St. Louisfor the
Fur Company, wrote to his New York office proposing that the mmp
build “a small steamboar for the trade of the upper ! Missouri. We beli
that. the navigation will be much safer in going up, and possibly also
coming down, than it is by keelboar . . . . Such a boat as we require
think will cost in Cincinnati or Marietta abour $7,000” When John Ja
Astor gave his consent, the rgmfom Yellowsrone was built by the f
company snd started for the river for which she was named. On the first
trip she was stopped by low water at Fort Tecumseh, which was renaned
Fort Pierre in honor of Pierre Chouteay, whose coneriburion to Missou

steamboatmg is cormmemorated in the name of South Dakota’s ¢apital city.

On her sccond trip, in 1833, the little vessel reached the fur company’s
Forr Union at the mouth of the Yellowstone and retwned ro St Loui
“with a full cargo of but?qim robes, furs and peleries, besides ten thousand -
pounds of buffalo tongues.” John Jacob Astor congratulated Choutesu
from Paris, writing, “Your voyage in the Yellowstone artracted much
attention in Europe and has been noted in all the papers here” Of more
comequence was the attitude of the Indians. Many who had been trading
with the Hudszm s Bay Company started to come to the American fur
post, saying, “The British might turn out their dogs and burn their
sledges, as thw would no longer be useful while the Fire Boar walked
on the warers.”

Twenty-seven more years w ould elapse before steamboats reac hed the
head of mvxgmon of the Missouri at Fort Benton in the foothills of the
Rockies of western Montana, The fur company vessels Chippeava and the
Key West first ascended the river to this distant point, 3,600 miles from
the mouth of the Mississippl and 3,300 feet abcvc sea level, in 1860. In
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Built by the American Fur Company, the 130-foor Yellowstone aeas the
first steamboar to reach Fors Union at the upper end of the Missouri
River. Indians who had formerly traded awith the Hudson's Bay Company
began bringing their furs to the Awmerican post, saying that the British
dogs and sledges “would no Jonger be useful while the Fire Boar walked
o1 the warers.” In the above picture the Yellowstone is shown at St. Louis.




MOUNTA[N BOATS

C.xpmm La}?mmc
At Sr. Joseph lns Emilie picked up some
sengcrs, and they gave a loud cheer for Jefl
into the tiver. Waord of this was wired to Fort Leavenwo

group_ of irate citizens decided, quite unrmsombi}, to hang LaBarge

when bis vessel arrived. The lynch mob twas waiting on the levee when a
friend of LaBarge’s jumped aboard before the gangplank was lowered to
warn him not to land. The prudent eaptain yuade no further stops until

was under contract to the Union forces, the Confederates seized: it and
forced him to return upstream to convey General Price, who was ill, to
safety. Although LaBarge obtained a letter from Price saying that he had
acted under duress, Union General Lyons placed | him mnkr arrest when

he returned, and the confiscation of his vessel was prevented m}!}‘ by a

good friend on Lyons’ sta aff, In the nosman's-land of Missouri during Th(’
Civil War no steamboat was safe, but the profits were tremendous.

In the carly 18508 mountain men in the far Northwest, perhaps in-
spired by the California gold strike, started poking into the ground and

rooting “around in streams. Gold was dtsmvemd o~ thie” Salmon and

Cimrwvxtcl rivers in Idaho, and 4 small stream QSPECLOS bega
flow up the Missouri and the Columbia and to trek overlind from Salt
Lake. "Then a strike was made in Montana about fifty milles from present-
day Butte, and some of the parties headed for iho decided to o to this
new location. The business built slowly until, in 1863, 2 rich lode was
uncovered at Alder Gulch on the Ieﬁ'u‘son Fork of the Missourt. The
next year a still richer strike was made at Last Chance Gulch and the
Montana gold rush started. Overnight Virginia City spmng up at Alder
Gulch and attained o population of 10,000 i twvo years. The town that
arose at Last Chanch Guleh was named Helena and autdxstamcd her
Alder Gulch rival to become the state capital.
During the last half of the 1860s steamnboating to the bead of navigation
hecame 2 bonanza business. Ounly six boats arrived at Fort Benton during
the four years after the Key Wesr and the Chippews made the initial
voyage. n 1866~ -6y seyenty boats reached the outrpost;, bringing twenty
quarez mills and ten thousand gold-hungry passengers, The Deer L odge

wintered at Fore Benton in 1866. On her way down in the spring she
passed forty boats seruggling up the stream padwd to the guards with
people, oxen, mules, wagons, m{sls‘ foud, and other freighe, There was an .

~alternate route to the mines from the east, the overland Montana Road
that ran from Fort Laramie on the North Plrte River to the headwaters
of the Yellowstone. The Sioux and Cheyenne prevented travel along this
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he reached the safety of 8t. Louis. On another oceasion when his vessel

ﬁoA‘Ts AND cnxsss PFERS :
' 'mtxcallygi ab ‘m}omd in 1866, leavmg‘

¥

v'hxch ran ’wit:lm t

to the golden wealth of the momxmxm.‘ : i
f Steamboat:um dm'mg he ge)ld riish was Ieft in thc memoirs
saptain Grant Marsh, who bmuaht the Luells to Fort Benton in the
spring of 1866, Before the precious al had heen found near it, the fort
had been a quiet, well-ordered place, with dmuplme maintained among.
both Indians and whites by the fur. company. Now it was 2 sprawling,
mudd) uﬁ}ectmu of tents, shacks, warchouses, and siloons selling whis-
s 1 drink and offering girls who were persona non grata
red. communities. There was no official Lm} such order as
zchlesqh* mmmuucd bv 2 V qtl'mm (f ommmtee. One of thc

in thuc votes nf hmgmg Inm,
ho after lier ¢ arrival the Lauella performed a mission that, though it
was not evident at the time, marked the begmmng of the end of fur trade
on the Missouri. Fort Union at the mouth of the Yellowstone had Jong
been the greatest Indian tl‘lditlg post in the Unired Srates—Fort Benton

Was an. outpost, Now the fur company was closing the lower post and

t down to pick up its supplies.
ade another short downstream trip to rescue the cargo and

_passengers and sa?varrc the machinery of the stranded Marion. Pwﬁts

from the g‘ ld-rush tmdm wWere so ent}urxg that some (Iccpu»draft fower-
river boats tucd ta share them by going upstream where they did not
belong, The Marion was one of scvuai that did not make it

The Luells was the last boat to Jeave Benton in Seprember 1866, and
carvied the Ln gest single shipment of gold dust ever bmught down the
river—$1,250,600 worth——‘md the 230 miners to whom it belonged, Al-
though the cargo. was light, the Luwella was a long time loading, Fach
handful of the su 7poscd y golden grains with which the miners paid their
fares had to-be washed before the clerk’s v&gl ant eye to make sure that it
had not been adulterated with sind. The miners carried their wealth in
money belts around their waists, When the Luella first grounded, a pas-
senger who engaged to help the crew ger her off fell overboard, The
water was only two feet deep but the cutrent was strong and the weight
of his hard-won wealth was s0 great “that he was swept duwnbtwam and
drowned, .

Near the abandoned Fort Union the Luella was hailed by 'a beautiful
Cuban girl astride a horse on the bank. The presence of a luscious Latin
at the mouth of the Yellowstone was due vo the army’s decision to build
little Fort Buford near the site of Fort Union; the girl on horseback was a
caprain’s wife who had ridden from the fort when she heard the approach-
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ilig,\%cssél.‘fifhe' hazards of the country were pointed up when the ¢
wife, while riding the short distance back to the fort to tell he
that they had company, was ambushed by Indians, and only

cation of her spurs saved her from what was then seriously described as

Hy fate worse than death.” :

. The Luella herself had her brush with Indians a few miles farther down-

stream. The savages had probably been following the vessel at some dis-
tance back from the river bank, waiting for her to. get into trouble. Their

‘chance came when the Luella grounded under a high bluff in a manner

chat required grasshoppering. As the crew started to set the spars the
Indians artacked from the bluff, shooting down to make the ¢ ;
‘abic., The best shots among the passengers erouched behind the :
the pilothouse and picked off those redsking rash enough to expose them-
selves to fire while the crew returned to its work. ; ;
The gold rush introduced the last phase of steambuating on the upper
Missouri and its tributaries—serving the army in the Indian Wars thar were
at their height during the 1860s and "yos. The white man’s Just for gold

contributed the final straw to the red man’s accumulated injmdmﬁ Sup-

sosedly iron-clad treaties reserved to the Indians the lands in which the
hungry immigrants, and when the army came to protect them the Sioux
and Blackfoor took to the warpath, :

gold was found, except for white traders. But treaties could not stop gold-

In the several campaipns against the Indians, steambonts figured large in

the logistics. The first big expedition against the Sio'mg; in 1864, "inm}vc’d
some 4,000 men, under General Sully, and eight steamboats: the Marcells,
Sam Gary, Chippenwa Falls, General Grant, Isabella, Tempest, Alone, and
Island City, They uneither fought nor chased Indians, b’ut’ served as mov-
able supply bases for the horse soldiers who did the fighting and chasing,

and they connected and supplied the many far-flung river-bank outposts

the army established in the Indian country. As Sully’s horsemen moved
overland from stream to stream, the steamers pushed far beyond previous
eivilization to replenish their rations aﬁd :m'nmmitionunmi take out. thg
wotinded. v - o

This campaign ended on the Yellowstone “ihm’ in mid-August, the
weary, heat-crazed troopers reached the bank of that sha_ﬂow stream and
found the Chippewa Falls and the Alone awaiting them with much-needed
food. The Island City was supposed to be there, but it had been snagged
at the mouth of the tributary and had sunk, taking with it the material
with which Sully had planned to equip a fort up the streart, After feeding
the drmy the two vessels ferried it across the river for its march back to
Fort Union, Then the army had to help the boars, The water had fallen
so low that it was necessary to use cavaley horses to drag them over low-
watet spots on their voyage back to the Missouri.
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ship-
narily -
; in 1876. She began the
campaign as a supply vessel for the command of General Terry, of which
Custer’s cavalry was a part. Terry’s troops had marched out from Fort
Lincoln at Bismarcl, North Dakota, to rendezvous with General Gibbons’
_command on the Yellowstone at the mouth of the Powder River, As soon
as the ice permitted, Marsh brought the Far West up ro Fort Lincoln,
loaded her with 200 tons of supplies, and sct out for the camp on the
Yellowstone, e
- Grane'Marsh had been selected for
only steamboat captain who knew tf lowstone. The preceding year
General Philip Sheridan, in e and in the West, had sent him
‘exploring up thar stream in another vessel, the Josephine. The logistics of
the coming campaign were to be determined by how far steamboats could
get up the Yellowstone to supply the troops. There was also a scientific
aspect to the expedition, which included several professors from the

i assigrment because he was the

‘ lowstone was virgin territory for a
ut the Josephine had no great difficuley getting up to the
; orn. The current was fairly swift, four ro six miles an
¢ water was at its spring crest with a minimum depth of eight
feet. As the vessel plowed along the scientists measured the length of the
river in a rather ingenious manner. The hurricane deck was 150 feec long.
Two men stationed at the front of it took turns walking to the stern, care-
Fuily keeping abreast of an object on the shore, Each time 2 man reached
the stern the vessel had traveled 150 féet. The number of trips from bow
1, muldiplicd by 150, indicated the length of the river,
: Big Horun River was reached the explorers were surprised at
volume, [t was fully 450 yards wide and had 2 powerful cur-
rent. Marsh pushed the nose of the Josephine 12 miles up this stream out
curiosity and then returned to his assigned task of further exploring the
Yellowstone. Beyond the Big Hormn travel on the main stream became more
- difficult. The curent at one place raced at nine miles an hour, a torrent
which the Josephine, under a full head of steam, could barely match. She
was sparred through to quierer water and steamed on ro Pompey's Pillar,
a landmark famed from the Lewis and Clark expedition. High on this tall
rower of yellow sandstone, rising from the floor of a w lley, was carved
“Win. Clark; July 25th, 1806.” Marsh climbed up to engrave below this,
“Josephine, June 3rd, 18757
‘The vessel pushed on with increasing difficulty, repeatedly warping and
sparring her way through rapids and inching through islind-hemmed
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_chites that were sc*u*ccly “mdm‘ than her huall, vt m ﬁnaliv $
chtm}gh a strf:tch of white water that her crew namcd Flell Roarmg?

. quxds A party that reconnéitered ahead on foot *cpmteé that the viver
hcwmd this point was so broken up by islands thar the vessel could not get
: throuah, The Josephine was then 483 miles from the mouth of the Yellow-
stone .md within® 6o miles of the northeast corner of what is now

Yellowstone National Park, Marsh's report to (*cncml Sheridan to the
effect that the Yellowstone was readily navigable in the spring to the

mouth of the Big THorn determined the strategy “of the 1876 campaign,
which would take the troops into the heare of the Indian country.

When, dmmg this €2 mipaign, the Far West Lcachui the rendezvous point
at the mouth of the Powder River she found (mhbonf; command on one
side of the Yellowstone .md Tetry and Custer on the other, She urg}gaicd

PREDERICK WAY, 1.

Remembered chieflly for ber role in Custer’s Last Smma’ the supply
wessel Tar West served on the upper Missouri during the Indian Wars.
In ber cabin General Custer planmed bis campaign against the Indians in
1976, and rwo days later Custer's Indian scont, Curly, revurned to the
Far Wese awith the first reports of the massacre.

GRASSH'U?PE.&S

MOUNTAIN BdA'rsf

hr.r sﬁp}ﬁxc:
headquarters. In |

~ rhe ractics tha wouId lc&d the., m\ptmuk

in oone of the most famous battles in American hlstorv fhe hattim plm
was simiply @ pincer movement by Custer's cavqlrv and Gibbons' infantry
‘that would envelop the Imimns, whose trail had been discovered Imdmg
into the vall ¢y of tlie Licel ¢ Big Horn River, While the brass conferred in

the mi;mia more tense battle was waged around a poker table in the pilot-

“hotse, m le Marsh‘ Custer’s younger brother Tom, and three infantry

ording to Marsh, Captain Crowell of the Sixth {ufaum)
oI rbo gamc in the wee honrs of the morning ruher by

: ve troops Of c’xe Seventh Cavaley
bbmns noops across the river and then foliowed
_ he Big Horn, where eight days’ rations

¢ supplies on t at. Then General Terry ordered
roceed up the Blg H(»rn, if possi ible to the mouth of the Little
base. After the first fow miles,
aversed the p revious year, this proved to be an almost

: of warping against the strong current, Troops carried a
able ﬂozxg he shore and fa&tum,d it to ¢ md the capsean pulled the

il the second c:iay the river bcmmc so narrow that cables

ere put shoxe on each bank and both port and starboard capstans were
1l the boat up thc middle of the rivér, While the men were
his: work they watched tall columns of smoke in the sky
he valley, caused, they believed, by the buming of Indian

Tep es by Tl ious white troops.

: u. aftt,mnon Of the sccond day the Fm Uf est xc,u.h«,d the mouth (sf

xch th Tiver aboﬂnclcd “I ey were 50 esugagui whcn

:'z mounted ndlan broke through the willows on. the banl, saving himself

from bmng shot by a trigger-happy trooper by frantically making the
pmce sign, The redskin proved to be Custer’s scout Curly. On the deck
of the F ar West the Crow scout, who spoke no English, drew a diagram
of a little circle full of dots that he indicated were white men, surrounded
by a Lu‘ger circle with many more dots to which he poinred as be re-
pmwdlv sald, “Sioux, Sioux.” He then made signs for being hit by bullets

and sm}ped and crossed out'the dots in the little circle, Thus, on the deck

of the Far West, was filed the first report of Custer’s Last Stand,

The next day an exhausted white courier, pursued by Indians to within
sight of the boat, arrived with news from the infantry column that had
reached the battdefield ro find the scalped and mmutilated bodies of Custer
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and five tl()()p‘; of the Seventh Cavalry. Major Reno, Custer’s subordinare,
and the remaining seven troops of the Seventh Cavalry had fought mmthcr [

action a few miles from the massacre site and held tim Indians off for two
days until relieved by the infantry. The Far Wetr wWas to- prepate to re-
ceive Reno's wounded and take dispatches back:to civilization. Under {he‘
dxrmtion of a doctor who was abo ard, the crew and soldiers cle
the open deck aft of the boilers and piled it eighteen inches deep with
fresh grass cut from the marshlands along the river, over which they
placed mrpmium to form a gigantic, soft bed. Then, as night fell, parties
went up the valley to make fires at intervaly to hghv the stretcher bearers
and guide them to the vessel. About two o'clock in the morning the sad
“column stumbled through the ficke ring fxrc,hght to lay fifty-two groaning
wounded on the king-sized bed of the Far Wess,
Before the Far West pulled out a lieutenant of the Seventh Cavalry who
had been detached with Terry appeared on the bank with the sole sur-
vivor of the Cuoster massacre, the horse Comanche, mount of one of the

troop captains. A grass-carpered stall was hastily constructed at the' stern

of the vessel and the wounded animal was tmdcrl\* led aboard. .
The dispatches that the Far West brought out from the mouth of the

Little Big Horn to Bismarck, North Dakota, were the world’s first news of
the Custer mmassacre. The vessel then crossed the river to Fort Lincoln to

carry the tragic news to the twenty-eight newly bereaved deo‘ws it tlnt
OuLpost.

Grant Marsh was not finished with the aftermath of the ‘
sacre. Sitting Bull, who commanded the Siou, had fled to Canada. W”hcn
he voluntarily surrendered with a few destitute followers six years ki
the W. J. Beban, commanded by Marsh, brought the mpm&s down the
Missouri. In Canada the Sioux chief had learned to write his nanie, He
had also learned the value of money, When crowds gathered at each stoy
the vessel made he regally scceded to reqmsts for his autograph—a

" dollar per signature. Somewhere along the line Captain Marsh was prc
sented with a handsomely carved pipe, to which "m:tmg Bull rook a faney.
As Marsh told the Story, the Indian offered to buy it. Not wanting to sell
a gift, Marsh ser a price of fifty dollars. I’hmuqa an interpreter the chief
gruntt.d that fifty dollaxs was too much money. “Tell him,” said Marsh
to the interpreter, “that he has kept me scared for twenty years along the
river and he ought to give me something for that” With dig guity Sitting
Bull rerorted, “I did not come on your land ro scare you. If you had not
come on my land you would ot have been scared, cither.”

It took forty-one years, from 181¢ to186o, for steamboats gradually to
wark their way up to the head of navigation of the Missouri. It took about
thirty years for stearnboating to wither away on that stream as the rail-
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carried pcoplc and goods on from the
 vanced, steamboating languished behind it
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ably reached farther and farther upetream. As dsewheru, the
“the railroad was to give an impetus to the steamboats that
‘dd‘ but as the raithead ad-

- The Hanniba] and St. joseph Railroad resched St foseph, ont the west-

o bumxd‘mr of ?\fhssoum, in 185y, at which tzme that ity p.nmi Y sup-

phmcd St. Louis as the terminal for the apper-river traffic. True, a fine
of packets briefly fiourished running south to Kansas City and north to
Sioux City, but when the Sioux City and Pacific Railroad reached the

Cla utv in 1868, lower-tiver steamboat traffic : again declined, And so it

went thmu«rh
spike w

in_186¢, a freight spur wis tinuwn up to Hekm. In 1872 thc \Torthem
Pacific reached Bismarcle. The final blow was delivered in 1883 when the
main line of the Great Northern Railroad reached the upper Missouri
valley and fostered the town of Grear Falls, ‘Montana, 2 few miles above

18~os and ’Sc:xs, Immedmmly :xfrcr the ﬁnned g()hkn

‘Fort Benron and beyond the reach of the steamboats. The great fur-
trading and gnld«mmmg ays when the old post was the commercial cen-

were gone; it declined (present population 1,500) as its new rival on
hmmg ruils grew. The last stc'mxboat left F ort Benton in 18go.






