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RIVER CHANNEL PATTERNS: BRAIDED, MEANDERING, AND STRAIGHT

By Luna B. LroroLp and M. GorpoN WoLMAN -

ABSTRACT

Channel pattern is used to describe the plan view of a reach of
river as seen from an airplane, and includes meandering, braiding,
or relatively straight channels.

Natural channels characteristically exhibit alternating pools or
deep reaches and riffles or shallow reaches, regardless of the type
of pattern. The length of the pool or distance between riffles in
a straight channel equals the straight line distance between
successive points of inflection in the wave pattern of a meander-
ing river of the same width. The points of inflection are also
shallow points and correspond to riffles in the straight channel.
This distance, which is half the wavelength of the meander,
varies approximately as a linear function of channel width. In
the data we analysed the meander wavelength, or twice the
distance between successive riffles, is from 7 to 12 times the
channel width. Tt is concluded that the mechanics which may
lead to meandering operate in straight channels.

River braiding is characterized by channel division around
alluvial islands. The growth of an island begins as the deposition
of a central bar which results from sorting and deposition of the
coarser fractions of the load which locally cannot be transported.
The bar grows downstream and in height by continued deposition
on its surface, forcing the water into the flanking channels, which,
to carry the flow, deepen and cut laterally into the original banks,
Such deepening locally lowers the water surface and the central
bar emerges as an island which becomes stabilized by vegetalion.

Braiding was observed in a small river in a Jaboratory.
Measurements of the adjustments of velocity, depth, width, and
slope associated with island development lead to the conclusion
that braiding is one of the many patterns which can maintain
quasi-equilibrium among discharge, load, and transporting
ability. Braiding does not necessarily indicate an excess of total
load.

Channel cross section and pattern are ultimately controlled
by the discharge and load provided by the drainage basin. Itis
important, therefore, to develop a picture of how the several
variables involved in channel shape interact to result in observed
channel characteristics. Such a rationale is summarized as
" follows:

Channel width appears to be_ primarily a function of near-
bankfull discharge, in conjunction with the inherent resistance of
bed and bank to scour. Excessive width increases the shear on
the bed at the expense of that on the bank and the reverse is true
for very narrow widths. Because at high stages width adjust-
ment can take place rapidly and with the evacuation or deposi-
tion of relatively small volumes of debris, achievement of a
relatively stable width at high flow is a primary adjustment to
which the further interadjustments between depth, velocity,

. slope, and roughness tend to accommodate.

Channel roughness, to the extent that it is determined by
particle size, is an independent factor related to the drainage
basin rather than to the channel. Roughness in streams carrying
fine material, however, is also a function of the dunes or other
characteristics of bed configuration. Where roughness is
independently determined as well as discharge and load, these
studies indicate that a particular slope is associated with the
roughness. At the width determined by the discharge, velocity
and depth must be adjusted to satisfy quasi-equilibrium in
accord with the particular slope. But if roughness also is variable,
depending on the transitory conﬁguraﬁon of the bed, then a
number of combinations of velocity, depth, and slope will satisfy
equilibrium. . :

An inerease in load at constant discharge, width, and caliber
of load tends to be associated with an increasing slope if the
roughness (dune or bed configuration) changes with the load.
In the laboratory river an increase of load at constant discharge,
width, and ocaliber resulted in progressive aggradation of long
reaches of channel at constant slope.

The adjustments of several variables tending toward the
establishment of quasi-equilibrium in river channels lead to the
different channel patterns observed in nature. For example,
the data indicate that at a given discharge, meanders occur at
smaller values of slope than do braids. Further, at the same
slope braided channels are associated with higher bankfull dis-
charges than are meanders. An additional example is provided
by the division of discharge around islands in braided rivers
which produces numerous small channels. The changes in slope,
roughness, and channel shape which accompany this division
are in accord with quasi-equilibrium adjustments observed in
the comparison of large and small rivers.

INTRODUCTION AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

From the consistency with which rivers of all sizes
increase in size downstream, it can be inferred that the
physical laws governing ‘the formation of the channel
of a great river are the same as those operating in a
small one. One step toward -understanding the mech-
anisms by which these laws operate in a river is to
describe many rivers of various kinds.

This study is primarily concerned with channel
patiern; that is, with the plan view of a channel as
seen from an airplane. In such a discussion some
consideration must also be given to channel shape.
Shape, as we shall use it, refers to the shape of the river
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cross section and the changes in shape which are
observed as one proceeds along the stream, both
headward to the ultimate rills and downstream to the
master rivers. Because the shape of the cross section
of flowing water varies, depending upon whether the
river is in flood or flowing at low flow, shape must take
into consideration the characteristics of river action
at various stages of flow.

The channel pattern refers to limited reaches of the
river that can be defined as straight, sinuous, meander-
ing, or braided. Channel patterns do not fall easily
into well-defined categories for, as will be discussed,
there is a gradual merging of one pattern into another.
The difference between a sinuous course and a meander-
ing one is a matter of degree and a question of how
symmetrical are the successive bends. Similarly,
there is a gradation between the occurrence of scattered
islands and a truly braided pattern.

The interrelationship between channels of different
patterns is the subject of this study. Because neither
braided channels nor straight channels have received
the attention in the literature that meanders have, our
observations of these patterns precede the discussion
of the interrelations between channels of different
patterns.

The flume experiments described were conducted in
the Sedimentation Laboratory of the California Insti-
tute of Technology during the time when the senior
author was a visiting professor in the Division of Geo-
logical Sciences. For this opportunity, as well as for
advice and encouragement, thanks are extended to Dr.
Robert P. Sharp. The Division of Geological Sciences
also financed the laboratory phase.

Dr. Vito A. Vanoni of the institute not only allowed
the use of his laboratory for the work but generously
offered his counsel. Assembly of the laboratory equip-
ment would not have been possible without the expert
craftsmanship of Elton F. Daly of the Hydrodynamics
Laboratory of the institute.

An early draft of the manuscript was read by a num-
ber of friends in and out of the Geological Survey. For
help at various stages of the work particular thanks are
extended to Norman H. Brooks, Ronald Shreve, and
John P. Miller.

Tor her careful work in compiling and computing
data for this, as well as previous studies, we gratefully
acknowledge the assistance of Ethel W. Coffay of the
Geological Survey.

THE BRAIDED RIVER
INTRODUCTION

In 1877 when field parties of the Hayden Survey were
making the geologic reconnaissance of west-central

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

Wyoming, Peale (1879) was impressed by the maunner in
which tributaries joined the upper Green River. In
streams which do not exhibit a braided pattern, a
tributary usually discharges all of its flow through a
single channel into the channel of the master stream.
Peale observed that, in contrast, Horse Creek ‘‘flows
out into a broad valley in which it is side by side with
the Green, and finally, to use an anatomical term which
exactly describes it, joins the latter by anastomosis.
There are at least five islands formed by the two streams
in the lower end of the broad valley” (p. 528).

The term “anastomosis’ was apparently first applied
to streams by Jackson (1834). Because it has occasion-
ally been misapplied in the geomorphic literature, it 1s
desirable here to recall its definition—the union of one
vessel with another—or the rejoining of different
branches which have arisen from a common trunk, so as
to form a network. Successive division and rejoining
with accompanying islands is the important character-
istic denoted by the synonymous terms, braided or
anastomosing stream.

A braided pattern probably brings to the minds of
many the concept of an aggrading stream. Not until
the work of Rubey (1952) was the problem of channel
division and island formation discussed as one of the
possible equilibrium congditions of a channel. The
examples which are discussed here allow some elabora-
tion of Rubey’s idea and perhaps a somewhat more
complete picture of the manner in which the channel
division around islands proceeds.

HORSE CREEK: TYPE LOCALITY OF THE BRAIDED
STREAM

It is appropriate to use as the first example of a typical
braided river the same stream to which the term
“gnastomosing” was early applied. There has been
but little change in the stream pattern between 1877
and 1942 when the modern topographic map was
published. Figure 28 shows the area near Daniel,
Wyo., as depicted by Peale and as shown on a modern
map. The islands shown by Peale still exist with but
minor changes in form.

Within a few miles of the point where Peale viewed
the anastomosing reach of Horse Creck, 5 miles north-
west of Daniel, Wyo., we mapped a reach of the river
which includes a gaging station of the Geological Survey
(fig. 29). At this place Horse Creek has a drainage
area of 124 square miles and a mean discharge of about
65 cfs derived primarily from the headwater mountain
area in the Wyoming Range. Though not so well
developed here as downstream, the braided pattern is
apparent. The reach near the gaging station was
chosen for study because the channel pattern is typical
and because the discharge data obtained at the station
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can be used to analyse the flow characteristics of the
braided channel.

In figure 29 it can be seen that the reach at the gaging
station has only a single channel, but withih a few
hundred feet downstream the flow divides and then again
joinsinto a single channel. The division begins as a low
gravel bar (marked C) near the left bank which grades
downstream into a central ridge meeting the tip of a
gravel island (marked D) supporting a willow thicket.
In the left channel about 200 feet downstream from the
upper tip of the island, a linear gravel bar (marked
E in fig. 29 and pictured in fig. 30) extends for nearly
250 feet down the center of the channel. The bar ends
near the junction of the main channels.

The two channels divided by the willow-covered

. central gravel bar.

41

character to the gravel island now senarating the two
active channels.

The linear bar in the left channel is nearly bare of
vegetation except at its most headwater tip where
young willows have become established. This can be
seen in figure 30, which looks downstream along the
The man stands by the young
willow at the headwater tip of the linear bar. Two
other bits of new growth on the bar can be seen 20 feet
and 70 feet farther downstream.

The upstream end of the bar is gently rounded in
cross section and lobate in form like a beaver tail.
Downstream the bar becomes pointed, flat on tor, and
trapezoidal in cross section (figure 31).

When we first studied this linear bar there was no

110°00"

43°00°

island are about equal in width, 30 to 40 feet. The | vegetation on the lower end. One year later some
3?; 1%}15' 110"4%9(00 1)?"15'
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|
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0
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FIGURE 28. Maps of lower Horse Creek and the Green River near Daniel, Wyo., comparing a sketch made by Peale (1879, pl. L) in 1877 and & Qeological SBurvey
map of 1942. The islands (marked A) showun by Peale existed in 1842 with but minor changes in form. Note the successive dividing and rejoining of river channels.

sum of these widths is 20 to 30 percent greater than
the 50-foot width of the undivided reach. In the
downstream part of the left channel where the central
bar of gravel has been deposited, the width is only
slightly greater than in the rest of the left channel
where there is no central bar.

Opposite the gravel island, and on the right side of
the little valley, there is a slough which is alined with
a grassed depression. During flood flow this slough
and the depression undoubtedly carry water, The con-
figuration of the slough and depression and their posi-
tion in relation to the active right-hand channel indicate
that they once joined as a continuous active channel
which has subsequently been blocked by deposition.
In its active stage this old channel was separated from
the present right-hand channel by an island, similar in

vegetation had sprouted on the formerly bare gravel
surface as can be seen in figure 31. On 425 square feet
of ares there were 80 individual plants, or one on every
5 square feet approximately. The plants were:

Number

Species of plants

Red top (Agrostis sp.) - oo 20
Sweet, clover (Meltlotus Sp.) .- oo 17
Bluestem (Agropyron Smithit) .. ____ . oeoooeeao-- 12
Foxtail (Hordeum sp.) - - - oo oo 10
Dandelion (Tararacum 8p.) . - -« oo ccmciaacaae—mmm = 7
Shepherd purse (Crueciferae) .___ .. oo~ 4
Carrot weed (Umbelliferae) . ____ ..o - ---- 3
Mint (Labiatae) ... ioaooe- 2
2

Timothy (Phleum Sp.) - oo

Two cross sections of the braided reach on Hors.e
Creek are shown on figure 32. The valley bottom 18
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bar near the center of the channel roll along the length
of the new bar and are deposited beyond the lower end
where a marked increase in depth is associated with a
decrease in velocity. Thus the bar grows by successive
addition at its downstream end, and presumably by
some addition along the margins. The downstream
growth is suggested by the fact that willows became
established at the upstream tip while the downstream
portions were still bare. A similar gradation in age of
vegetation exists in many other islands studied.

The growth of the gravel bar at first does not affect
the width of the stream, but when the bar gets large
enough, the channels along its sides are insufficient
in width to remain stable. Widening then occurs
by trimming the edges of the central bar and by cutting
laterally against the original sides of the channel
until a stable width has been attained. At the same
time, some deepening of the flanking channels may
occur and the bar emerges as an island. The bar
gradually becomes stabilized by vegetation. At some
stage lateral cutting against the bar to provide in-
creased channel width becomes just as difficult as

against the banks of the original channel, and so the

bar is not eliminated. The hydraulic properties of the
channel during this process of island formation will be
discussed in a later section.

After the island has been formed, the new channels
in the divided reach may become subdivided in the
same manner. As successive division occurs, the
amount of water carried by an individual channel
tends to diminish so that in some of these, vegetation
prevents further erosion and, by screening action,
promotes deposition.

The Horse Creek example demonstrates all of these
features. The new gravel bar deposited in the left
channel occupies the center of a channel not yet
widened by stream action. The sequence of age of
vegetation shows that the bar was extended down-
stream with time, and presumably was built in 2 or
3 years, for at the time the lower part of the bar was
bare, the willows at the upstream tip were not more than
2 years old.

The gravel island separating the two main channels
is considerably wider than the new gravel bar. The
right channel is separated from the abandoned channel
by a former island which also was wider than the new
bar. When a central linear gravel bar is deposited,
the bar may continue to increase in width, forcing the
channels farther apart. One reason for this lateral
cutting into the original banks can be seen by the
direction of the flow at the tip of the gravel island.
The low bar (marked C in fig. 29) just below the
cable has built downstream until it actually joins the
upstream tip of the much older gravel island (marked

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

D). At low flow the water which gets into the left
channel pours over the downstream tip of the low bar
in a direction nearly perpendicular to the general
stream course as indicated by the riffle symbols between
the letters C and D in figure 29.

At high discharge the flow impinges against the
left bank and subsequently produces a sharp bend in
the streamlines to the right as they become alined
again with the left channel. Thus the low bar and
the upper tip of the gravel island force the flow into a
reverse curve or S-shaped path. As a consequence
the left bank would tend to erode where the flow
impinged against it, while the inside of this curve
would be a zone of deposition which would blunt or
widen the upstream tip of the gravel island. It is
reasoned that the widening of an initial linear bar is
probably due mostly to the deposition on the inside
of bends that results from obstruction by the bar.

The gravel island is interpreted as a stabilized and
enlarged bar which had its origin in a manner typified
by the new bar. The gravel in the bar and island are
imilar. The island has a thin layer of silt covering the
surface of the underlying gravel; it is believed that
during overbank flow, vegetation stopped the fine
material and caused it to be deposited. Coarse material
would ordinarily not be carried over the surface of the
vegetated island for such material moves primarily in
the swifter water of the established channels.

The initial vegetation which sprouts on a new gravel
bar begins the screening process and the consequent
deposition of thin patches of silt or fine sand promotes
the stand of vegetation. Screening of fine material and
the improvement of the stand of vegetation by altering
the texture of the surface layer are reciprocal and
perpetuating.

CHANGES ASSQCIATED WITH CHANNEL DIVISION
FLUME EXPERIMENTS

Experimental work in a flume at California Institute
of Technology allowed us to test the hypothesis of bar
deposition just outlined. The observations made in the
laboratory provide some insight into not only the
sequence of events leading to braiding but also into the
hydraulic relations between the divided and undivided
reaches of channel. TFirst, the progressive development
of braids in the flume will be discussed and compared
with field examples. Second, the interrelations of
hydraulic faciors in both the laboratory and natural
rivers will be analyzed.

The 60-foot flume had a width of about 3 feet and
was filled to a depth of about 5 inches with a poorly
sorted medium sand (identical to run 1, app. A).
Initial channels of various shapes and sizes were
molded by means of a template mounted on a moving
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stations 10-22. The lower end of the entrance box was
at station 3, which means that the head of the braided
reach was 7 feet downstream from the entrance.

The sequence of stages in the development of this
braided reach is shown in figure 34, which includes
sketches made of the pattern at various stages and

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

detailed cross sections at one position or station along
the flume. A photograph of this braid looking upstream
is shown in figure 35. At the end of 3 hours of flow
the development of a central submerged bar had pro-
ceeded so far that its lower end had caused some deflec-
tion of the flow toward the right bank. This resulted
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bisecting the flow into two parts, marked A and B.
By hour 13, continued bar building in channel A and
subsequent lowering of the channel B diverted most
of the water out of the old channel A and the primary
zone of transport over the bar area was restricted to
channel B.

Similar sequences continued to change the configura-
tion of the braided reach, moving the principal zones
of transport from onc place to another, and at hour 22
there were three island areas. It should be understood
that in the flume-river the constant discharge did not
permit the islands to receive any increment of deposition
after emergence so that an “istand” actually represented
merely the highest knob of a bar most of which remains
submerged. The cross section of station 14 at hour 18
(bottom diagram, right side, fig. 34) illustrates this
feature. .

The succession of events observed in the flume are
analogous to those postulated to account for the charac-
teristics of the reach studied on Horse Creek. The
central bar built closer to the water surface and extended
itself downstream with time, channels were successively
formed and abandoned, and the bars were made up of
the coarser fractions of the introduced load but mixed
with cousiderable fine material which had become
trapped. The similarities between the field example
and the flume can be scen by comparing the photo-
graphs in figures 30 and 35.

Nearly all observers who have recorded notes on the
action of a braided stream have remarked on the shifting
of bars and the caving of banks. Once a bar is deposited
it does not necessarily remain fixed in form, contour,
or position.- This can be seen in the successive cross
sections of four stations made during the run pictured in
figure 37. Time changes at a particular position are
arranged side by side and the downstream variation at a
particular time can be seen in the vertical groups. A
reference level is given for cach scction so that the
changes of water surface elevation can be compared.
The sections grouped on the uppermost horizontal line
are at station 6. Comparing the scctions from left to
right it can be scen that station 6 underwent continued
aggradation and the shape of the cross section changed
radically, much more than did the arca of the cross
section.

The horizontally arranged group of sketches at
station 10 illustrate the varying clevation of water
surface which rose between hours 1% and 4, fell from
hours 4 to 6, and rose again from hours 6 to 11.  The fall
of water surface elevation is clearly due to the scour of
the right-hand channel between hours 4 and 6.

The initial linear nature of the central bar is best
illustrated at 6 hours where a central ridge is present
through an 11-foot reach between stations 6 and 17.

This is shown on the sketch of the plan view in tho
lower right, part of figure 37 and on the cross sections
for that time arranged vertically on the figure.

The growth and subscquent erosion of a central bar
is also illustrated at station 10 (fig. 37). On the left-
hand diagram of station 10 the shape of the initial
channel molded by template is shown as a dashed line.
After 1} hours this shape had been altered by the
building of a central bar and by slight degradation of
the channels beside the bar. By the end of 4 hours the
combination of lateral building and deposition on the
bar surface had widended the bar and made a double
crest.  Bar building resulted in a diversion of most of
the water into the right channel at station 10 which
caused local scouring.

DIVIDED AND UNDIVIDED REACHES IN THE FLUMY AND
IN NATURAL RIVERS

In both natural streams and the flume-river the slope
of the divided reach proved to be greater than that of
the undivided reach. The steepening of the divided
reach in the flume is very marked. Figure 38 shows
the water surface profile data associated with runs
6a and b and 8, February 16-22, 1954. The measure-
ments presented in the left part of the figure are inter-
preted diagraminatically on the right half of the figure.
When considering the measurements it must be recalled
that the clevation of the water surface was measured
relative to a sloping datum. Thus, water surfaco
profiles which rise downstream relative to the datum
mean that the water surface became adjusted to a slope
less than that of the flume rails. This can be seen by
reference to the diagrammatic profiles on the right of
figure 38 where the initial profile, shown as a heavy line,
represents the slope of the water surface when the run
began and the water started to flow down a channel
parallel to the sloping rails. By the end of 9 hours,
aggradation had taken place in the reach between station
6 and station 12, and also downstream from station 35.
Degradation of the initial channel had occurred between
stations 15 and 35 with the establishment of a steep
reach in the divided or braided section.

Between hours 9 and 20 of flow, continued aggrada-
tion took place in the divided reach but, in general, the
steep slope was maintained approximately parallel to
that which existed at the end of hour 9. Similarly,
the aggrading reach downstream f{rom station 20 main-
tained nearly the same average slope as that which
existed at hour 9, this slope being much flatter than that
of the divided or braided reach. A similar sequence
can be observed in the profiles presented in the lower
left-hand part of figure 37 (associated with run 17,
March 11-12), In figure 37 it can be seen that be-
tween hours 1% and 4, the reach from station 10 to
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station 22 stecpened markedly, but from hours 4 to 11
aggradation occurred at approximately the same slope
which existed in this downstream reach at hour 4, In
the braided reach upstream from station 10, however,
continued aggradation was accompanied by continued
steepening between hours 4 and 11.

It is important to note in these runs that eggradation
could take place at a constant slope without braiding even
when the total load exceeded the capacity of the channel
for transport. Braiding is developed by sorting as the
stream leaves behind those sizes of the load which it is
incompetent to handle. If such sorting results in pro-
gressive coarsening of the bed material then the slope
increases progressively  If the stream is competent to
move all sizes comprising the load but is unable to move
the total quantity provided to it, then aggradation may
take place without braiding. Hence, contrary to the
assumption often made, the action in the flume river
suggests that braiding is not a consequence of aggrada-
tion alone. This is brought out in flume runs 30a to 35
which are discussed later in relation to the adjustment of
slope in natural channels.

Although the steepening of slope in th2 divided reach
is one of the more obvious of the observed changes in
the channel associated with division around an island,
nearly all other hydraulic parameters are also affected.
Detailed comparisons of an undivided channel and a
channel divided around av island, or a potential island,
are availabls for three river reaches and four runs in the
flume-river. These comparisons are presented in
table 1. (Complete data arc tabulated in app. D).
Comparisons are shown as ratios of the measurements
in the divided reach to similar mecasurements in the
undivided one. The width in a reach containing aa

(Plan view and cross sectfons for these runs are shown In fig. 34.)

TavLe 1.—Ratio of hydraulic factors of divided to undivided
reaches of braided sireams (natural rivers and flume-river)

New Fork River] Flume at California Institute of
Green | nenr Pinedale, Technology
River Wyo.
near
Daniel,
Wyo. |Reach 1|Reach 2| Feb. 15| Feb. 16 Feb.18 | Mar. §
(1953) | (1854) | Bta. 10 | Sta. 14 | Sta. 10 | Sta. 12
and 14 | and 22 | and 14 | and 38
1.3 1.03 1.6 0.9 1. 08 0.78 1.07
1. 56 1.83 2.0 1.05 .34 1.48 1.70
.88 .56 .19 .90 .80 .52 .63
. 77 07 el 1.06 .93 127 .93
.- 87 2.3 14 1.3 L4 1.9 1.7
Darcy-Weisbach resis-
tance factor....._. ... 10.5 1.8 | ..o 1.1 1.3 .63 1.25

island is the width of flowing water. The width of the
undivided reach is the width of the water surface up-
stream or downstream from the island or where thera is
but a single channel.

All examples show that channel division is associated
with increased width of water surface, increased slope,
and with decreased depth. In the three comparisons
from our measurements of natural rivers the sum of the
widths of the divided channels ranges from 1.6 to 2.0
times that of the undivided one. In the four compari-
sons made in the flume the ratios vary from 1.05 to 1.70.

This increase in water surface width caused by
development of a bar or an island is accompanied by a
decrease in mean depth. The mean depth of the divided
reach was computed by dividing the cross-sectional area
of flowing water by the total width of water surface in
the two channels. The ratio of depths in the divided
reach to depth in the undivided reach varied from 0.6
to 0.9 in natural rivers and from 0.5 to 0.9 in the
flume-river.

With regard to changes in slope, the profiles of Horse
Creek in figure 29 show that the left channel 1s more



RIVER CHANNEL PATTERNS

conspicuously divided into pools and riffles than the
right one, but. the slope of each of these divided channels
is unquestionably greater—in fact, it is three times as
large—as the slope of the undivided part of the stream.
The increased slope of the divided reach is even more
marked on the profile of the Green River near Daniel,
Wyo., where there is nearly a six-fold increase in slope
after the river divides (fig. 39). In the example of the
New Fork River (fig. 40), the steepening is less obvious
primarily because there is a steep riffle between stations
200 and 500 which tends to increase the average slope
of the upper 1,000 feet of the mapped reach. If, how-
ever, the divided reach between stations 1700 and 2400
is compared with the undivided reach from stations
1500 to 1700, steepening of the slope in the undivided
part is again apparent (table 1).

In Rubey’s analysis (1952, p. 126) of the division of

the channel of the Illinois River by islands he was

51

unable to show from the maps available to him any
significant increase in slope in the divided reach, but
the maps suggested that ‘“on the average, the slope
opposite islands is steeper by something like 5 to 10
percent.” _

As table 1 shows, there is more variation in the ratios
in slopes than there is in the ratios of widths and of
depths in divided and undivided reaches. This is duc
primarily to one example in a natural river, the Green
River near Daniel, for which the slope of the divided
channel was nearly six times that of the undivided one.
With the exception of this one large ratio, however, the
natural rivers have ratios of 1.4 and 2.3, and the
ratios in the Aume ranged from 1.3 to 1.9

The changes in width, depth, and slope caused by
island development in the flume-river are of the same
order of magnitude as comparable changes in the
natural rivers studied.
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The change of cross-sectional area depends upon the
relative amounts of change of width and depth. The
division by an island caused the cross-sectional area to
increase in all three reaches of the natural rivers studied
but in the flume there was an increase in cross-sectional
area in two instances and a decrease in two instances.
The velocity in the divided channels was somewhat less
in the two natural rivers for which data are available,
but in the flume division caused the velocity to increase
in two rcaches and to decrease in two others. Non-
uniform changes caused by island growth can also be
seen in the Darcy-Weisbach resistance factor f (table 1).

These data indicate that changes in nearly all the
hydraulic parameters occur when a channel divides. In

discussing this matter Franzius (1936, p. 38) assumed

(American Gothic reach.)

that conditions in channel division could be approxi-
mated by assuming that the width-to-depth ratio,
slope, and roughness are identical in divided and
undivided channels. Such assumptions would apply
only in certain cases but could not be assumed generally
applicable. Chien (1955) computed the characteristics
of divided channcls, using the Einstein bedload equation
(1950) and assuming that no change of grain size accom-
panied channel division. This assumption is more likely
to be fulfilled in natural chanucls than those of Franzius,
but both the flume data and the streams studied by us
in the field indicate that selective deposition of coarse
fractions of the load in the braiding process tends to
result in coarser material in the beds of the separate
channels than in the undivided channel.
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The adjustment of various hydraulic factors to any
change in the independent factors may take the form
of .any one of many possibilities. The adjustments are
interdependent and it is difficult to specify in advance
how an alteration of conditions will be taken up by the
dependent factors.

New islands form and channels often change too
rapidly for complete adjustment to equilibrium condi-
tions, but some reaches of braided rivers are very
stable indeed, as judged by the size and age distribution
of vegetation. The island shown on Peale’s map of
the Green River near Daniel still exists 70 years later,
as can be seen in figure 28. Presumably, in such
instances, & closer approach to equilibrium is possible
than in transitory channel division. Nevertheless
we interpret our observations presented above as
indicative that a braided pattern as well as other
patterns can indeed be onc of the possible conditions
of quasi-equilibrium.

SUMMARY: THE BRAIDED RIVER

A braided river is one which flows in two or more
anastomosing channels around alluvial islands. Tbis
study indicates that braided reaches taken as a whole
are steeper, wider, and shallower than undivided
reaches carrying the same flow. A mode of formation
of o braided channcl was demonstrated by a small
stream in the laboratory. The braided pattern davel-
oped after deposition of an initial central bar. The
bar consisted of coarse particles, waich could not be
transported under local conditions existing in that
reach, and of finer material trapped among these
coarser particles. This coarse fraction became the
nucleus' of the bar which subsequently grew into ap
island. Both in the laboratory-river and in its natural
counterpart, Horse Creck near Daniel, Wyo., gradual
formation of a central bar deflected the main current
against the channel banks causing them to erode.

The braided patteru is one among many possible
conditions which a river might establish for itself as a
result of the adjustment of a number of variables to a
set of independent controls. The requirements of
channel adjustment may be met by a variety of possible
combinations of velocity, cross-sectional area, and
roughness. Braiding represents a paricular combina-
tion, albeit a striking combination, of a set of variables
in the continuum of river shapes and patterns.

Braiding is not necessarily an indication of excessive
total load. A braided pattern once established, may
be maintained with only slow modifications. The
stability of the features in the braided reaches of Horse
reek suggests that rivers with braided patterns may
be as close to quasi-equilibrium us are rivers possessing
meandering or other patterns.

STRAIGHT CHANNELS

Io the field it is relatively casy to find illustrations of
either meandering or braided channels. The same
cannot be said of straight channels. In our experience
truly straight channels are so rare among natural
rivers as to be almost nonexistent. Extrem:ly short
segments or reaches of the channel may be straight,
but it can bo stated as a generalization that reaches
which are straight for distances exceeding ten times
the channel width are rare.

THE WANDERING THALWEG

Figure 41 shows in plan and profile a reach of Valley
Creek near Downingtown, Pa. For 500 feet this
channel is straight in a reach where the alluvium of
the valley is 30 feet thick. Its sinuosity (ratio of
thalweg length to valley length) is practically 1.0.

The thalweg, or line of maximum depth, is indicated
by a dashed line in the upper portion of figure 41.
Though the channel itself is straight, the thalweg
wanders back and forth from positions near one bank
and then the other. This is typical of a number of
nearly straight reaches which we have studied. The
wandering thalweg is easier to see in the sketch shown
in the lower part of figure 41 in which the position of
the thalweg relative to a channel of uniform width
is plotted.

Along with the wandering thalweg it is not uncommon
to find deposits of mud adjacent to the banks of straight
channels. These commonly occur in alternating (as
opposed to ‘‘opposite’) positions. A similar observa-
tion has been made by Schaffernak (1950, p. 45). The
alternating mud “‘bars” are related to a thalweg which
also moves alternately from bank to bank. In an
idealized sense, this plan view of straight channels
appears to bear a remarkable resemblance to a meander.

In a straight flume Quraishy (1944) observed that a
series of alternating shoals formed in the channel.
These he referred to as “‘skew shoals’” (p. 36). Sim-
ilarly, Brooks (1955, p. 668-8) called the condition in
which low channel bars formed salternately adjacent to
the left and right walls of his straight flume a “meander”’
condition.

POOLS AND RIFFLES

Another characteristic of natural streams even n
straight reaches is the occurrence of pools and riffles.
This has been noted by Pettis (1927), Dittbrenner
(1954), and Wolman (1955). Figures 40, 42, and 43,
respectively, the New Fork River near Pinedale, Wyo.,,
the Middle River near Staunton, Va. and the Popo
Agie near Hudson, Wyo., present plans and profiles for
a braided reach, a straight reach, and o meandering
reach. Profiles of these threc examples are compared
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FI1GURE 42.—Plan and profile of a reach of the Middle River near Staunton, Va.

i figure 44 which reveals a similarity in the profiles
of streams possessed of very dissimilar patterns. Thus,
a straight channel implies neither a uniform siream bed
nor a straight thalweg.

As demonstrated first by Inglis (1949, p. 147), the
wavelength of a meander is proportional to the square
root of the “dominant discharge.” One wavelength (a
complete sine curve or 2w radians) encompasses twice
the distance between successive points of inflection of
the meander wave. It is well known that meandering
channels characteristically are deep at the bend and
shallow at the crossover or point of inflection. Thus,
twice the distance between successive riffles in a straight
reach appears analogous to the wavelength of a meander
and should also be proportional to @**. As an initial

test of this hypothesis, bankfull discharge. which w..
consider equivalent to ‘‘dominant discharge” of ‘he
Indian literature, has been plotted in figure 454 agains
wavelength of meanders. The figure includes data
from straight reaches for which “wavelength” s twice
the distance between successive riffles.

The data in figure 45, tabulated in appendix E,
include measurements of rivers in India from Inglis
(1949), our own field measurements, and some flume
data from Friedkin (1945) and Brooks (1955 and personal
communication). The wavelengths in Brooks' data
obtained in a fixed-wall flume (no. 259, appendix E}
represent, as in the nonmeandering natural channels,
twice the distance between the ‘riffles,” or low bars,

which he observed.



PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

56

‘04 M ‘UOSPNH J8IU JOATH #13y odod 3y} Jo OB JUTIpULI B §o o[goad pus UB[{—'gF AXNDLY

1334 NI ‘WY3HLS SNOTY 3ONVISIO

0005 000t 000E 0002 0001 ocm

U095 SSOID 40 UORISO ] | 1 I T T — 1 r 11 1 ] [ | T | T T T T 1

€2 [4A 1z oz 61 81 1 91 GT $T €121 11 )4 [ ] L 9 S ¥y € 2 1
L' 1 y e Nm m
[ [
b
e 3
SO amivHL ONOTY 038 WY3ULS il
..II?..]]\/O ' 2 98 Z
>
_/>>,. //AL,IIT . o b
e i =
[ ——iua MO4 MO LV 30V48NS ﬁz‘;l/Tv N 3
0/ . Lamm 2
vd 4001 —C o
N 0014 '7./)/ 2
v

” ’-jlhl o
S3M30Hd
£G61 Isn3ny ‘vewlom pue plodod £q dew g|qejsueid woiq
Y
-.—

NOILYNYIdX3
[4 ]

1894 00E 0 001
L4
%y
w2,
N 2, %
_ 502V oy e,
@ 37 oot “on WY =3
)
z
m
o
(9]
P
o
el
4
T

&
Y
Ve WYy

N
1

W
Kl



RIVER

CHANNEL PATTERNS

57

78

S l

l

MIDDLE RIVER BELOW FRANKS MILL

—

76

NEAR STAUNTON, VIRGINIA
TYPICAL STRAIGHT REACH

74

72

70

ELEVATION, IN FEET; ARBITRARY DATUM

Bed profile

3000 4000
DISTANCE ALONG STREAM, N FEET

Low-water surface

66

5000

94

92

6000 7000

o o
Fiood plam :

sk

ELEVATION, IN FEET; ARBITRARY DATUM

POPO AGIE RIVER NEAR HUDSON, WYOMING

% ————~ T . __TYPICAL MEANDER
88 ‘_/_ Low-water surface
~
86 [~ Bed profite
84
0
82 h—
80
100 2000 3000 4000 5000
DISTANCE ALONG STREAM, IN FEET

zZ 98 < |
% N o
5 — | Lowwatersurace NEW FORK RIVER BELOW PINEDALE, WYOMING
(==
£ o6 X TYPICAL BRAIDED REACH B
@ =~
= ~
£ ~~
fre M ——
z 9% Bed profile T —
z i~
o ~
= —~~
s —~
4t —

) N /\f\v/

0 500 1000 1500 Y 2000V 2500

DISTANCE ALONG STREAM, IN FEET

FI1GURE 44.—Profiles of three rivers including stralght, meandering, and braided reaches,



BANKFULL WIDTH OF CHANNEL .

a8 PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS
g"l'ﬁ ITHT”"'TTITH'W' "T'TTTHIT“'"'T_FF]'HW [T I|Itﬁ£
: |—1 ~2136 —:
— /I 3 ) LW —
Vi-9
= — . e — g - - — B R o J-GV_!:LS_.__ ———
:_T_I[ﬂﬂ T ITHH T ‘ [T TTI]THI x—lg/'—ém ',_25|—15 E
- / 13 -]
— A / —
23 27
1000 — ,4'. G45
E___ 1536°~r- *25 ‘1““0049 __E
L - | R 8 0 “‘1 -
;_ l__ M .4;'67 63 465! . i
£l p I S N R N1 I R ANt B T R
.aa E —_:_ 10,000 100,000 1,000,000 10,000,000
3 :— /’.‘5/ / 7 -
R o T
] L~ |
R LA R ITTANEA N IAI.I.LLW - =
E_ 250 ? BANKFULL DISCHARGE, IN CUBIC FEET PER SECOND —— ./'261 :6
[ %o T 261d -
-— | 10,000 (z——7—~+- - ——— 10000
| ETITTIN Ao .
R TT A T = =
0.01 1 10— -
X B i
-
PR T '”}Jm
_—._ EXPLANATION
MEANDERS
L PE T .
g f_ ~?‘q @}ﬁ%.;@ﬂﬁ”&:ﬂﬂ%
§ — - Rivers in Orisss, India, h:m inglis (193940, p.11)
* “’;_'_:‘ e = POOLS AND RIFFLES
- :3 ME » mai'(ﬁfshr:m:.' 1’.‘,’3"&‘“ ’l(al;gg)wmmln
BRI lhm ol L
o1 100 1000

IN FEEY
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Figure 45A demonstrates that, with considerable
scatter, a relation between wavelength and discharge
exists through a 10° variation in @. The data for
straight channels do not vary from the average relation
any more than those for meanders.

Inglis (1949, p. 144) had called attention to the fact
that since width is also proportional to the square root
of discharge, wavelength is a linear function of stream
width. Inglis did not mention the fact, illustrated in
figure 458, that the scatter of points in the width-wave-
length relation is less than that in the discharge
wavelength relation. Therelation in figure 458 is quite

consistent though it includes straight channels as well
as meanders, and the widths range from less than 1 foot
in the flume to 1 mile in the Mississippi River. The
line drawn through the plotted points in figure 45B
indicates that in general, the ratio of wavelength to
bankfull width varies from about 7 for small streams
having widths of 1 to 10 feet, up to 15 for large rivers
having widths in excess of 1,000 feet.

Dr. T. M. Prus-Chacinski has told us that European
engineers have a rule-of-thumb that the meander wave-
length is 15 times the channel width. That our ratio
is 1:15 only for large rivers may possibly be influencad by
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the fact that our data show bankfull width rather than

width at some lower stage. Our data indicate that the

relation is not & constant ratio but a power function

having an exponent glightly larger than 1.0, specifically
=6.5w'"".

Comparison of figures 454 and 45B leads us to
postulate that in terms of the mechanical principles
governing meander formation and the formation of pools
and riffles, the wavelength is more directly dependent
on width than on discharge. It is argued later in this
paper that in general, at a constant slope, channel width
follows from discharge as a dependent variable. We
suggest, therefore, that wavelength is dependent on
width and thus depends only indirectly on discharge.
That this relation describes both the distance between
riffles in straight channels and the wavelength of
meanders leads us to conclude that the processes which
may lead to meanders are operative in straight channals.

SBUMMARY: STRAIGHT CHANNELS

The observations discussed lead us to three tentative
conclusions. First, pools and riffes are 8 fundamental
characteristic of nearly all natural channels and are not
confined to meanders. Second, river curves all tend to
have a wavelength that is 8 function of stream width
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and thus indirectly & function of discharge. Third,
even straight channels exhibit some tendency for the
flow to follow a sinuous path within the confines of their
straight banks.

THE CONTINUUM OF CHANNELS OF DIFFERENT
PATTERNS

The physical characteristics of the three specific
channel patterns discussed in the preceding section
suggest that all natural channcl patterns intergrade.
Braids and meanders are strikingly different but they
actually represent extremes in an uninterrupted range
of channel pattern. If we assume that the pattern of a
stream is controlled by the mutual interaction of a
number of variables, and the range of these variables
in nature is continuous, then we should expect to find a
complete range of channel patterns. A given reach of

river may exhibit both braiding and meandering. In
fact, Russell (1954) points out that the Meander River
in Turkey, which gave us the term “meandering,” bas

both braided and straight reaches.

This conception of transition in pattern or interrela-
tion of channels of diverse pattern is supported by the
data in figure 46 in which the average channel slope is
plotted as a function of bankfull discharge (data tabu-
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lated in app. F). Moeandering, braided, and straight
channels are designated by different symbols. The
reaches which have been called meanders are those in
which the sinuosity, the ratio of thalweg length to
valley length, is equal to or greater than 1.5. This
value is an arbitrary one but in our experience where the
sinuosity is 1.5 or greater, one would readily agree that
the stream is a true meander. Many channels which
appear to the eye to be very tortuous actually have
rather low sinuosity ratings. The reader may be
helped in visualizing these values by inspecting the map
of the Popo Agie River near Hudson, Wyo. (fig. 43).
This meander on the Popo Agie, the most symmetrical
that we have seen in the field, has a sinuosity of 1.73.

The term “‘braid” is applied here to those reaches in
which there are relatively stable alluvial islands, and
hence two or more scparate channels.

The data in figurc 46 indicate that in the rvivers
studied the braided channels are separated from the
meanders by a line described by the equation

s=0.06 Q-+ (1)

For a given discharge, meanders, as one would expect,
will occur on the smaller slopes. At the same slope a
braided channel will have a higher discharge than a
meandering one. The figure shows, moreover, that
straight channels, those with sinuosities less than 1.5,
oceur throughout the range of slopes. This supports
the view that the separation of a true meander from a
straight channel is arbitrary. Study of the sinuosities
of these channels does not reveal an increasing sinuosity
with decreasing slope; that is, greater tortuosity is not
necessarily associated with decreasing slope. A diagram
similar to the one in figure 43 has been plotted by
Nuguid.! Tis designation of meanders was not based
upon a particular sinuosity but was apparently an
arbitrary designation based upon the plan or map of
the channel. Nuguid indicated that what he calls
normal, or straight, channels have a smaller value of
slope than meanders for any given discharge. The
present data do not demonstrate such a distinction.

In comnsidering figurc 46 it is important to keep in
mind that these data descrihe certain natural channels.
In natural channels specifie variables often occur in
association. For example, steep slopes are associated
with coarse material. In a system which contains, as
we have pointed out, a minimum of seven variables, a
diagram such as figure 46 which treats only two of these
cannot be expected to describe either the mechanism of
adjustment or all theorctically possible conditions.
Because it is drawn from nature, however, it does

t Nuguid, C. P. 1050, A study of stream meanders: Iown State Univ., master's
thesis,

describe a set of conditions which are to bhe expected
in many natural channels.

Two ideas that will be explored more fully are inherent
in figure 46. First, at a given discharge various slopes
are associated with varying channel shapes and pat-
terns. Second, in ¢onsidering an individual bifurcating
channel, we are concerned with a division of discharge
comparable to the comparison of a downstream point
with an upstream point in a river channel system.

Cottonwood Creek near Daniel, Wyo., is a striking
illustration of an abrupt change from one stream pattern
to another (fig. 47). Above the gaging station, Cotton-
wood Creek is a very sinuous meander. Immediately
below the gage it becomes a braid. The character of
the channel where braiding begins is shown by the
photograph in figure 48. As the profile in figure 47
shows, the meander reach has a slope of 0.0011, while
the braided section occurs on a slope of 0.004. The
difference in slope is accompanied by a change in the
median grain size from 0.049 foot in the meander to
0.060 foot in the braided reach.

Data for this reach are plotted in figure 46. At a
discharge of 800 cfs points 12a and 12b recpresent,
respectively, the meandering and the braided parts of
the reach of Cottonwood Creek pictured in figure 47.
In changing from & meander to a braid at a constant
discharge we should expect the two conditions on
Cottonwood Creek to he represented by points on
different sides of the line of figure 46, and indeed this
expectation is fulfilled.

It is clear that through the short reach of Cottonwood
Creek discharge is the same in both meandering and
braided parts, for no tributaries enter. The load
carried is the same in both meandering and braided
parts. There i1s no indication of rapid aggradation or
degradation, and to the extent that this is true, if the
meandering reach is assumed to be in quasi-cquilibrium,
then the braided reach is also. The braided pattern
here is not due to excessive load but appears to be a
channel adjustment caused by the fortuitous occurrence
of a patch of coarser gravel deposited locally in the
valley alluvium, the bulk of which was probably laid
down in late Pleistocene time.

A reach of the Green River near Daniel, Wyo., is
shown on the map in figure 39. Here the transition
from undivided to divided channel involves a change of
slope, and by reason of the individual channels, a
change in discharge. The river at this point has
a drainage area of 600 square miles and a bankfull
discharge of about 2,000 cfs. It flows in a broad
alluvial plain about 2 miles wide. There are myriad
sloughs and marshes with a dense growth of sedges and
willows. In the reach mapped in figure 39 the main
channel divides into two channels about one-quarter
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The relation of channel pattern to slope and discharge
is of particular interest in connection with the recon-
struction of the alluvial landscape from profiles of
terrace yemnants and from alluvial fills. Changes of
climate such as occurred in the Pleistocene might be
accompanied by changes in precipitation and runoff.
Such variations in streamflow might produce changes
in the stream pattern without any accompanying change
in the quantity or caliber of the load. An increase of
flow could result in a mcander becoming a braid; a
decrease in discharge could make a braided channel
2 meandering one. Yet, a change in the character of
the load, such as an increase in caliber which the
presence of a valley glacier might provide, could result
in an increase in slope and a change from meandering
to braiding without any change in the precipitation or
discharge. The presence, then, of material of different
sizes in successive valley fills suggests that at different
periods in its history the river which occupied the
valley may have had several distinctive patterns. As
the pattern of major rivers in an area is a significant
feature of the landscape, the application of such
principles to historical geology may prove of some help
in reconstructing the past.

SUMMARY: THE CONTINUUM OF CHANNEL
PATTERNS

The observations described above demonstrate the
(ransitional naturc of stream patterns. A braided
stream can change into a meandering one in a relatively
short reach. Individual channels of a braided stream
may meander. A tributary may meander to its junction
with a braided master stream.

When streams of different patterns are considered in
terras of hydraulic variables, braided patterns seem to
be differentiated from meandering ones by certain com-
binations of slope, discharge, and width-to-depth ratio.
Straight channels, however, have less diagnostic com-
binations of these variables. The regular spacing and
alternation of shallows and deeps is characteristic,
however, of all three patterns.

This continuum of channel types emphasizes the
similarity in physical principles which determine the
nature of an individual channel. The next section
discusses some aspects of these principles. Kithough
our understanding of them is far from complete, the
analysis does indicate the complex nature of the
mechanisms controlling diverse natural channels.

THE NATURE OF CHANNEL ADJUSTMENT TO INDE-
PENDENT CONTROLS '

Many geologists accept the idea that geology, ch-
mate, and interrelated hydrologic factors are the ulti-
mate determinants of river morphology. Nevertheless,

the details of how this control is cxercised, particularly
with respect to the hydraulic mechanisms, have not been
fully described.

Tt is the purposc of this final section of the present
report to illustrate, from our ficld and laboratory
obscrvations, some parts of the process by which the
river channel is ultimately controlled by geology and
climato through the effect of these factors on discharge
and load.

The shape and pattern of the river channel are deter-
mined by the simultaneous adjustment of discharge,
load; width, depth, velocity, slope, and roughness. In
order to study the behavior of any of the variables
separately, the remaining ones must be kept constant.
Obviously, this seldom occurs in nature. Neverthceless,
it has been possible to make somc observations in
natural chinnels in the ficld and in the flume under
conditions in which several of the variables do remain
constant. These observations of isolated parts of the
mechanism of adjustment in river channels are pre-
sented in the following section. Each example is a
simplification of the general case involving simultaneous
adjustment of-all of the variables. Segregated into a
sequence of actiens and responses, the process of
adjustment is somewhat casier to visualize.

DEVELOPMENT .OF RIVER WIDTH

During a flood the process of bank caving and cutting
takes place with relative rapidity. One high flow can
make more change in channel shape in the direction of
increasing width than many succeeding days of lower
flows can alter. It is reasonable to suppose, however,
that the quasi-equilibrium width of the channel is
determined not by those floods which occupy the entire
valley, but rather by discharges which attain or just
overtop the banks of the channel (Wolman and Leopold,
1957). 1f the width is larger than necessary for quasi-
equilibrium, the unused parts of the wide channel are
taken over by vegetation which not only tends to
stabilize the places where the roots are present, but the
vegetation itself induces deposition. The establish-
ment of vegetation in unused parts of a natural channcl
provides a slow but effective way of reducing a width
which has been made excessive during high flows. The
deposition of root-bound mud lumps seen on the bars
of braided streams in Wyoming is one way vegetation
tends to become established. It is well known that
plant seeds are frequently included in flood debris
deposited along high-water marks. As described by
Dietz (1952), lines of even-age vegetation can often be
observed marking the zone of deposition of seeds on
sloping river banks.

We have noted in natural channels and in the flume
that the wandering thalweg of a straight reach provides
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an additional mechanism for decreasing the width of
the channel. Deposition of material on the insides of
these thalweg bends tends to reduce the channel width.
These areas of deposition may also be associated with
the loci of vegetation mentioned above.

The width of a river is subject to constant readjust-
ment if the banks are not well stabilized by vegetation.
The magnitude of the readjustment depends on the
nature of the banks and the amount and type of vegeta-
tion they support. In the eastern United States river
banks generally tend to be composed of fine-grained
material having considerable cohesiveness, and large
trees typically grow out from the bank and lean over
the stream. Their roots are powerful binding agents,
and under these conditions width adjustments are
small and slow. Only the large floods are capable of
tearing out the banks. In the semiarid West width
adjustments appear to be greater owing to generally
more friable materials making up the banks and to less,
dense vegetation. Though examples for which ade-
quate data are available are not numerous, a few may be
mentioned.

The Verde River in Arizona has experienced in the
last half century several floods of considerable magni-
tude. The flood of 1891 widened the channel greatly
but in subsequent years vegetation became established
and the width gradually became restricted. The Gila
River in Arizona has not experienced a great flood since
1916 and vegetation and deposition have tended to
narrow the channel in  the subsequent years

After construction of Hoover Dam the channel of
the lower Colorado River changed considerably. Data
on changes of width at Yuma, Ariz., were analysed by
Leopold and Maddock (1953) who showed that the
new width is much smaller than existed before the
higher flows were eliminated.

If these lines of reasoning are corrcct, it might be
supposed that if rivers from a great diversity of geo-
graphic areas were considered, flood discharge would
correlate more closely with river width than it would
with any of the other channel factors such as depth,
velocity, slope, or grain size, because the latter are
apparently less directly controlled by discharge. Data
from such diverse rivers as the arroyos in New Mexico,
Brandywine Creek, Pa., the Yellowstone and Bighorn
Rivers, and the upper Green River indicate that such is
is the case. There is, of course, considerable variation
in width of streams having equal discharges of a similar
frequency. Nevertheless, the variation between streams
at a particular discharge is small relative to the change
in width with increasing discharge in the downstream di-
rection. Thedifference in width between streams having
equal discharge appears to be related to sediment concen-
tration and to the composition of the bed and banks.

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

The close relation between channel width and dis-
charge is also shown by several runs in the flume (table
2). Runs 23b and 30d each had a discharge of 0.033
cfs. Despite the fact that the bed material in run 30d
was 6 times as coarse as that in run 23b, and the slope
about 10 times as steep, each run developed the same
width.

TasLe 2.—Comparison of channel foclors in iwe Aume-runs at
equal discharge

|California Institute of Technology flume, 1954]

Run

23b 304
Discharge_. .. .._.__ cubic feet per second__[0. 033 0. 033
Median grain size____ ... . ---.. feet__| . 00059 . 0036

oad_ .- pounds per second._| . 00121 . 00202

Widthe e feet__| . 66 . 67
Hydraulic radiug. ... .-~ feet__{ . 0565 . 0320
Veloeity oo oo feet per second._.| . 68 1. 36
SlOPE e . 00175 L0117
Darcy-Weisbach resistance factor.__._..___. . 0675 0523

The rapidity with which the width of the channel in
the flume adjusted to the discharge indicates the close
association of the two. When the water was first
turned on, if the initial channel shape molded by the
template was not in equilibrium with the discharge,
the adjustment of shape took place very rapidly
indeed. More than 20 runs were made in which the
initial channel shape was not wide enough for quasi-
equilibrium with the discharge, and in all of these runs
the adjustment of the channel width by bank erosion
and the consequent change of mean depth took Place,
on the average, in less than 5 minutes. The runs
lasted not less than 5 hours and often as long as 30
hours. After the initial adjustment in channel width
within the first 5 minutes, no subsequent change in
width took place during the rest of the run. In inter-
preting this flume observation, it should be noted that
the channel within the flume was composed of com-
pletely uncemented sand without any clay for binding
the channel banks. An inspection of the cross sections
of figure 37 shows that the sand banks above the water
line stood nearly vertical for the duration of a run
without any tendency for caving or progressive
widening.

When a template was used which established a
channel wider than that which the water would have
cut—that is, wider than necessary for quasi-equilib-
rium—there was little or no adjustment of the channel
to a narrower width except gradually in connection
with tendencies for general aggradation or degradation.

From the evidence presented we tentatively conclude
that the width is primarily a function of discharge.
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T'he magnitude of the effective discharge to which the
width is adjusted is considered in another paper
(Wolman and Leopold, 1957) where we argue that it
occurs about once a year.

CHANNEL ROUGHNESS AND RESISTANCE

One of the ways by which the lithologic character of a
basin affects river morphology is the size of the particles
contributed to the debris load. To relate this effect to
the hydraulic mechavisms by which the channel is ad-
justpd, it is necessary to counsider the interaction of
grain size with other hydraulic factors.

Engineers are familiar with the concept (Rouse, 1950)
that at high Reynolds numbers the Darcy-Weisbach
resistance coefficient,

foc 90—’53 (2)
-
is a function of relative roughness. Where the rough-
ness is controlled by the grain size, relative roughness
may be defined as the ratio of grain size to the depth of
flow.

For flow In pipes empirical relations between resist-
ance coefficient and relative roughness have been ob-
tained, and in thess relations the ‘‘grain size’’ term has
usually been defined on the basis of a uniform sand size.
The size of roughness elements of pipes of various ma-
terials are often expressed in terms of “equivalent grain
size,” that is, uniform grains which gave comparable
resistance.

RESISTANCE CONTROLLED BY SIZE OF BED MATERIAL

The beds of natural rivers are often characterized by a
wide range of particle size, particularly where the bed
material is gravel. Because of both organized and
random variation of grain size-distribution over the
channel bed, the sampling problem is in itself important.
Furthermore, cven when an adequate sampling pro-
cedure is adopted, one must choose some representative
size or some characteristic of the size distribution to
typify the bed material.

Thus far no complétely satisfactory method has been
developed for relating grain size in natural rivers to
resistance. Our approach to the problem has been an
empirical one. The size-distribution of grains making
up the beds of several river reaches was measured, using
8, method described by Wolman (1954). Some of the
size-distribution data are included in appendix G, and
the values of median grain size determined by the same
method are shown in appendix H for a more extensive
list, of river locations.

In our attempt to relate grain size to resistance, the
grain size parameter chosen is Dj,; that is, 84 percent
of the material on the cumulative curve is finer than the

size Dy, The 84 percent figure is one standard devia-
tion larger than the median size, a choice guided by our
experience that this size gave the best corralation with
resistance.

Figure 49 shows a,n empirical relation between a
resistancz paramater \/f (wheref is the Darcy-Weisbach

coefficient) and relative smoothn:ss (the ratio of mean
depth of water, d, to grain sizz Dg,). The data in figure
49 are for a number of rzaches of Brandywine Creek,
Pa., (data from Wolman, 1955). The equation for the
straight line drawn through tho points is

(5) ®

The data from Brandywine Creek include measure-
ments of the slope of the water surface which, in con-
junction with the measurements of the bed material
size, are available for very few locations elsewhere. To
be correct, the slope used in the computation of f
should be the slope of the energy grade line. Our data
indicate, however, that for tha purposes of this general-
ized analysis, the differance between the water surface
and energy slopes is not significant.

For streams other than Brandywine Creek, our data
do not include water surface slope but only the mean
slope of the channel bed. The latter is usually a rough
approximation to water surface slope but its use consti-
tutes an additional source of variance. It is mnot
astonishing, therefore, that when such data are added
to those for Brandywine Creek as has been done in figure
50, the scatter is greater than in figurz 49. Neverthe-
less, the mass of points encompass the points for Brandy-
wine Creek alone and these two figures indicate in a
general way how geology, through its effect on grain
size, may influence the river channel properties.
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One reason the empirical relation presented above is
defined only poorly is that the computed resistance is
probably not solely a function of the size of the bed
material. Although the data largely represent streams
with coarse beds in which the ratio of width to depth is
usually greater than 20 to 1, the resistance in some of
them may be affected by vegetation, channel alinement,
or other factors not attributable to grain roughness.
In the event that grain size is not the dominant factor
controlling the resistance, the rclation shown in figures
49 and 50 would not apply.

RESISTANCE RELATED TO BED CONFIGURATION

In many natural channels with beds of fine material
the roughness of the channel is related to the dunes
and ripples which form on the bed rather than to the
size of the discrete particles themselves. This relation
is ilustrated by an cxample from the flume.

The photograph (fig. 51) of the bed of the channcl
in run 23b shows the size and spacing of dunes. These
dunes were characteristic of all runs in which the bed
was composcd of fine sand, D equal to .00059 foot.
As table 2 shows, in run 30d the grain size was 6 times

as large as it was in run 23b. Figure 57 shows the bed
in run 30d. When each was experiencing the same
discharge, however, the resistance factor in run 23b
was approximately equal to that in run 30d. Thus,
the adjustments in velocity, depth, and slope which
accompanied the changes in the configuration of the
bed of fine sand resulted in a resistance in the bed of
fine material cquivalent to that in the much coarser
channel. Where bed configuration is important, the
channel roughness can no longer be considered cven
partially independent. Roughness is controlled by
changes which take place in velocity, depth, and slope
in response to changes in discharge and load. Detailed
studies of sediment transport by Bgooks (1955) support
this conclusion.

SEDIMENT TRANSPORT, SHEAR, AND RESINTANCE

The complexity of the problem indicated by the brief
obsorvations on bed configuration and resistance leads
directly to a consideration of some illustrations of the
interrolation of resistance, shear, and sediment trans-
port.

In somec of the runs made in the flume, o deep
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by a decrenge in hydraolic radivs. ‘The shear {com-
puted as v ) al station 26 i wiieh no sedbment. was
movimr, howevier, very nearly erualed the shear al
station 13 through which sediment was moving The
movement. of sediment, however, at slation 13 was
associnied with a much lower resistance.

At the ouiset of run 17 no sediment was being
removid from the bed of the channet until sand intro-
dneed ut the lead of the flume moved down the chinnel,

" As the run progressed the sediment load introdueed

inta the ffow moved progressively downstrean as a thin
sheet of materigl along the hed.  After passage of this
sheet, movement on the bed was continuous. Vertical
velocity profiles aken at siation 36.8 before and after
passage of the sheet are shown in figure 52, The grain
size remmined constant and the mte of change of
velacity with depth was greater whet sediment was 1
As the rate of change of velocity
with depth is dircetly propartional to the shear veloeity
and the Von Karman kappa, it is tentatively assumed
that the transport of sediment alters the value of kappa
sy found by Vonont (1946).
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TasLk 5.—Effect of changing load on stream slope, all other condi-
tions being kept constant

[California Institute of Technology flume, 1954]
Load in-

Discharge iroduced
(cubic feet (grams per

Run per second) minule) Slope Condition of channel
32 0. 033 56 0.0105 Nearly stable.
33 . 033 115 .0105 Slow aggradation
34 . 033 175 .0109 Aggradation.
35 . 033 212 .0110 Rapid aggradation.

Despite a fourfold increase in load, slope remained
essentially constant. Although this appears to conflict
with Gilbert's conclusion (1914), analysis of Gilbert’s
data shows that the increase in slope which took place
with increasing load in his experiments was also ac-
companied by an increase in roughness. In our experi-
ment there was but a relatively small change 1n either
slope or resistance.

Though slope was little affected by changes of total
load in the flume experiments, there was some indication
that at constant grain size, relatively steep slope is
associated with small discharge and flat slope with large
discharge. 'The data do not permit a definite statement
on this relation. Considering the downstream rate of
change of velocity, depth, and width with discharge in
an average river (Leopold and Maddock, 1953, p. 26)
under the assumption of constant roughness (f), slope
must decrease with discharge as

s oc @0 4)

The part which changing cross-sectional area down-
stream plays in this relation is unknown. Tenta-
tively, it is believed that at constant grain size, river
soctions having different effective discharges should
differ in slope, larger discharges being associated with
flatter slopes.

OBSERVATIONS OF ADJUSTMENTS IN NATURAL

CHANNELS

Measurements in the flume are complemented by
examples drawn from larger rivers illustrating the same
principles of adjustment. Table 6 indicates the nature
of the adjustments which accompany changes in sedi-
ment load at constant discharge. Unfortunately,
there are few rivers for which data on the flow param-
oters, including slope, are available and the data for
these few suffer because suspended load but not bed
load was measured.

In table 6 the flow characteristics of the Elkhorn
River, which are compared at a discharge of 6,000 cfs,
represent the rising and falling sides of a hydrograph.
The rising stage was typified by a lesser depth and lesser
slope, and a greater velocity and greater load than the
falling stage. The elevation of the bed remained the
same. The larger load of the rising stage was associated
with lesser roughness. This lower resistance led to a
greater velocity and a lesser depth despite the slightly
lesser slopa. ‘The product of depth times slope, which is
directly proportional to the shear, was less in the rising
stage, and thus the larger load was associated with the
lesser shear. It is presumed that the increase in veloc-
ity associated with the lesser roughness was of greater
importance than the relatively small difference in shear
in promoting equilibrium with the large load.

Also in table 6, the data on the Rio Grande at Berna-
lillo show another type of adjustment. The rising
stage was characterized by a lesser depth, greater
velocity, and greater load than the falling stage. In
the falling stage, slope was somewhat less, and thus the
smaller load was associated with the lesser shear.
Here, then, the greater shear was associated with the
larger load, but, as in the Elkhorn River, the total
resistance was less when the load was large.

TaBLE 8.— Ezamples from river data of adjusiments of depth, velocity, and slope lo changes in suspended load al consiant discharge and width

Elkhorn River near Water- | Section A-2, Rio Grande at
loo, Nebr., March 26 to Bernalillo, N. Mex,, April
Stage April 9, 1952 to June, 1952
Rising Falling Rising Falling

RJTST 110 3L TSP cubic feet per second__ 6, 000 6, 000 4,700 4,700

Width e o o e e m—mm—mem— o= feet._ 2565 263 275 275

VeloCity - - - oo eemmmmem oo feet per second_. 4. 90 4. 56 5.5 5.0

Depth. . e imememm e easmasesosoooo feet. . 48 5.0 3.1 3. 4

ey TS -t . 00038 . 00046 00094 00084

Suspended doad . - oo tons per day. . 96, 000 74, 000 46, 000 21, 000

Elevation of bed above arbitrary datum__ .. oo -no---- feet. . 7.8 7.8 3.2 3.2

Shear (T0=Yd8) - cu oo pounds per square foot. . 114 . 143 182 . 178

Resistance factOr . o oo — e an oo . 019 . 028 025 029
8 gds
(I

Grain size, suspended material .. - o-a--- Dy (mm). . .03 .04 .13 .13

Grain size, bed material. ..o e Do (M) e 32 32
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SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

- From these diverse observations on the nature of
channel adjustments to independent controls we draw
several tentative conclusions: 1. Channel width is
largely determined by discharge. The effective dis-
charge we believe to be that corresponding approxi-
mately to bankfull stage. 2. Where resistance is con-
trolled by the roughness provided by discrete particles
on the bed of a channel, the resistance factor may be
correlated with the size of the particles. 3. Where the
configuration of the bed enters into the determination
of roughness, the resistance is a function of the discharge
and load and represents a simultaneous adjustment of
velocity, depth, and slope. 4. The load transported at a
given discharge is not solely a function of shear and
grain size. At a constant shear decrcased resistance
appears to be associated with greater transport. The
resistance is not necessarily governed by caliber of the
load but may be determined principally by bed con-
figuration. 5. In the flume-river the width of the band
of moving sediment was often less than the width of the
channel, and width of the band was related to the
quantity of load being transported. If such bands
exist in natural channels, errors might result from esti-
mates of total load based on computations of load per
foot of width multiplied by the total width. 6. Where
no change in roughness occurs at constant discharge, a
large increase in load is not accompanied by an ap-
preciable increase slope. Both aggradation and
degradation may oceur, therefore, without change in
slope. a

We shall now attempt to construct a general though
oversimplified picture of the way in which the shape and
pattern of a natural channel may be determined by the
river itself within the framework provided by the
climate, rocks, and physiography of the region in which
it lies.

In a given region the magnitude and character of the
runoff are determined by climate and lithologic factors
quite independent of the channel system. The amount
and distribution of precipitation, and characteristics
which affect the runoff, are functions of the climate.
The topographic and lithologic character of the drainage
basin helps to determine, in conjunction with vegeta-
tion, not only the characteristics of the runoff, but of
equal importance, it greatly helps to determine the load
of debris delivered to the channel system from the
interstream areas and from the stream margins. Both
quantity and nature of the load are greatly influenced
and often are primarily governed by geologic factors.

Exceptional runoff is accompanied by conditions
which increase the movement of soil and rock debris.
Of particular importance are ralatively ‘large amounés
of rainfall, often at high intensity, and saturated soils.

Moreover, large volumes of runoff are associated with
relatively large depths of flow both in rills and in over-
land flow. These depths are accompanied by relatively
high flow-velocity and increased transport of debris to
the channel system. For such reasons large flows are
usually accompanied by large loads.

In a given period of time there are far fewer large
flows than small or moderate ones. An intermediate
range of discharge includes flows that occur often
enough in time and possess sufficient vigor to constitute
the effective discharge (Wolman, 1956), During these
flows the river can move the material on its bed and in
its banks and thus is capable of modifying its shape and
pattern.

It is within the framework of these characteristics of
runoff of water and sediment that channel systems
develop. The water and load, including their time and
space distribution as well as quantity, that are delivered
to the channel system are functions of the climate and
geology. The water and load carve the channels that
transmit them downstream. To the water and debris,
therefore, the channels ultimately owe their shape and
pattern, but processes within the channel itself effect
specific modifications.

Channe! width is primarily determined by discharge.
Widening is rapid relative to other changes and the
channel generally tends to become adjusted at the
width provided by large flows near the bankfull stage.

The roughness of any reach of a channel is governed,
initially at least, by the geologic character of the bed
material supplied by the drainage basin. Although
abrasion and sorting may modify the material on the
bed, the rock character partly determines the extent of
such modification. The roughness may be primarily
grain roughness. Alternatively, owing to the size
distribution of the particles and their movement, the
rugosity may be due to the configuration of the dunes,
ripples, or waves in which the particles on the bed
arrange themselves.

The roughness of the boundary affects the stress
structure and the velocity distribution in the flowing
water. In addition, turbulent eddies near the bed
produced by’ the roughness clements lift particles of
debris off the bed. These alternately move forward in
the current and .settle back to the bed under the
influence of gravity. Not only the resistance then, but
also the movement of debris through turbulence and
shear is related to roughness. '

At a given discharge, with width fixed thereby,
velocity, depth, and slope become mutually adjusted.
To visualize the nature of this adjustment, one may
assume temporarily & value of slope. With slope given,
velocity and depth must mutually adjust to meet two
requirentents: The first is that the product of width,
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depth, and velocity is equal to the value of discharge, or
Q=wdv 1)

The second is the relation of resistance to depth, slope,
and velocity, which is expressed by the equation for the
Darcy-Weisbach coefficient,

foo I8 @
The resistance f can be assumed to be fixed by the
materials in the bank and on the bed.

These two equations must be satisfied. They contain
six factors, but where four of the factors are fixed or
temporarily assumed, these two equations fix the
remaining two variables.

At a given discharge width is considered fixed.
Resistance is determined by the nature of the material
in bed and banks, channel configuration, and bed
condition. Slope has been temporarily assumed.
Hence, velocity and depth become determined by these
two equations.

If this combination of depth, velocity, and slope con-
stitute & channel that will transmit the given discharge
and load without erosion or deposition, the slope is not
altered. If the hydraulic factors of the channel] are not
in equilibrium with the imposed load, erosion or deposi-
tion will occur. By such action the slope of relatively
long reaches of the channel is altered and as the altera-
tion occurs, the velocity and depth also are changed.

This explanation provides a perspective of how the
several variables interact to make the channels which
are observed in nature. These variables are inter-
dependent, but their relative order of importance is
believed at this time to be generally as outlined above.
If correct reasoning about the relations of geologic and
other factors to fluvial processes is to be achieved, it is
necessary to determine the relative independence of
these variables.

In further explanation we reason that if, for example,
a river is able to mova the size of material in the load but
is unable to transport the total quantity of load brought
into the reach, deposition may take place along the
reach with little or no change in slope. During a flood
in an alluvia) river if deposition occurs oo the bed, this
deposition' at a constant width is customarily accom-
panied by a decrease in depth ‘and consequent increase
in velocity through reduction in cross-sectional area.
The increase in velocity at the expense of depth implies
that deposition on ths bed does not cause an equal rise
in elevation of the water surface and of the bed.

Our studies. indicate that an increase in load at a
constant discharge is usually accompanied by a decrease
in bed roughness which serves to increase the velocity.
The adjustment in depth then, and the smoothing of

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

the bed are inextricably related. It is, of course,
possible that the increase in capacity resulting from the
increase in velocity is still inadequate to transport the
total load, in which event both the bed and the water
surface will rise.

If a stream can move only some of the sizes in the load
provided to the reach, the process of adjustment is
similar to the one described above save for the fact that
by winnowing from the bed certain sized fractions only,
the mean size of the bed material is increased. This
increased size will be associated with an increased slope
over the entire reach, thereby increasing the total
capacity for transport of all movable sizes.

APPLICATION OF OBSERVATIONS ON CHANNEL
ADJUSTMENT TO THE PROBLEM OF CHANNEL
PATTERN

As explained, eight and possibly more variables enter
in a consideration of natural stream channels: discharge,
amount of sediment load, caliber of load, width, depth,
velocity, slope, and roughness. Each of these factors
varies as & continuous function; that is, within the
limits of observed values, any intermediate value 1is
possible. The factor having the largest range of values
is discharge, for in natural channels it can vary from 0
to any amount less than 10,000,000 cfs. Load, ex-

‘pressed as concentration by weight, varies from nearly 0

to about 500,000 ppm. Caliber of load, cxpressed as
median grain size, may vary from a value near 0 to 10-
foot boulders. Width of natural channels varies be-
tween & few tenths of a foot to about 20,000 feet, mean
depth from 0 to an amount less than 80 feet, mean
velocity from near 0 to less than 25 feet per second,
slope from near 0 to 1.0, and resistance, expressed as the
dimensionless Darcy-Weisbach number, from about
0.001 to about 0.30.

Combinations observed in naturc are far more
restricted than the permutations of the values of the
eight variables. To our knowledge, for example, rivers
capable of discharging more than 1,000,000 cfs do not
have slopes in excess of 0.0009 and usually less than
0.0002.

Channel patterns, braided, meandering, and straight,
esch occurs in nature throughout the whole range of
possible discharges. Some of the largest rivers in the
world are braided; for example, the lower Ganges and
Amazon. More are meandering, of which the lower
Mississippi is the best known example. Meanders are
common in very small creeks, and braids are common
in many small ephemeral streams. Both meanders and
braids have been observed in the laboratory at dis-
charges less than 0.1 cfs. The straight pattern occurs
at all discharges.
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Our observations indicate that braids tend to occur
in channels having certain combinations of values of the
flow factors, and that meanders occur in different,
combinations. The straight pattern can occur in
either. Specifically, at a given dischargz, braids seldom
occur in channels having slopesaless than a certain
value, while meanders seldom occur at slopes greater
than that same value.

These considerations together with the details dis-
cussed carlier in this study lead to one of the principal
points of the present discussion: There i3 a continuum
of natural stream channels having different characteris-
tics that are reflected in combinations of values of the
hydraulic factors. The channel patterns, braided,
meandering, and straight, each is associated with
certain of these combinations. The combinations of
hydraulic factors that cxist in most natural channels
arc those which represent quasi-equilibrium between
the independent factors of discharge and amount and
caliber of load, and the dependent factors of form and
hydraulic characteristics of the channel. Braided,
meandering, and straight patterns, in this coneeption,
are among the forms of channels in quasi-equilibrium.

This conception fits the obscrvations that a given
channel can change in a short distance from a braid
to o meander or viee versa, that the divided channels
of o braid may meander, and that a meandering
{ributary may join a braided master stream. Such
changes in a given channel or such different channels in
juxtaposition can be attributed to variations in locally
independent factors.
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APrENDIX A.—Analyses

APPENDIX

of sizes of sand used in flume experiments and fed inlo flume-river, 1954

[Californin Institute of Technology flume]

Percent finer than given size (millimeters) —

Median
size (mm) | ]
078 156 l 312 625 l 1.25 l 2.50
Medium sand:
Run 1, Fobruary 12 .. et e 3 15 36 80
Run 10, February 26 . 3 15 37 83
Run 12, Mareh 5. . 3 17 44 86
Run 17, March 11. 3 17 48 89
Run 18, March 15. 2 12 32 78
Run 20, March 18_ ... . ... L il s - 3 17 44 85
Fine sand:
Run 22, March 24 ... i 7 6 12 1 98.6 |.....- -
Medinm sand screened of al) particles >3.32 mm:
Run 34, April 16, ... ... ... .o .. e i e el B4l 6 20 49 95
APPENDIX B.—Dala on size characleristics of sand on channel bed and on bars in flume-river, 195}
{California Xnstitute of Technology flume)
Percent finer than given size (millimeters)— Size in millimeters
Median
size Dé“' (u):e- _
mm) jan
078 156 312 625 1.25 2,50 Dis Doy |So= ‘/—g”
28
Bar or island in braided reach: :
Station 6, February 12_._ 210 .o 1.2 7 20 35 L2 I - -
Station 10, February 12._ 1.45 (... A 14 2 45 65 |t
Channe! bed, unbraided:
Station 16, February 12. . ' ... ... ... ............ ) 11 5 | 19 35 49 69 |
RUN 12, MARCH 5
Braided reach:
Station 11, coarse material from surface of bar. ___. | ... ||l 3.00 4.2 1.76 1.55
Station 12, bed of right-hand channel_______ 1.75 3.60 4B 274
Station 12, fine material from surface of bar. .48 1.30 .27 2.21
Station 12, bed of left-hand channel .75 2.25 .33 2.60
Unbraided reach: .
Station 26, bed of channel.... 1.80 3.75 37 2. 56
Station 38, bed of channel_.__ 1,25 3.2 38 2.90
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ArpenDIX E—Data on wavelength of meand

PHYSIOGRAPHIC AND HYDRAULIC STUDIES OF RIVERS

{e estimated, pattern: M meander, S pool-and-riffle spacing in straight channels]

ers, bankfull discharge, and bankfull width

Location

Source of data

21 | Duck Creek, near Cora, Wyo0__._......---c---o-coenenn
23 | Buffalo Fork, near Jackson, Wyo. (Flybox reach) ..

24 | Wind River, near Dubois, Wyo. (Dumb Cowboy reach)
25 | Du Noir Creek, near Dubois, Wy0....._--.------..
27 | Popo Agic River, near Hudson, Wyo. (Joyful reach).
30 | Watts Branch, Viers pasture near Rockville, Md_.__.
32 | Crooked Run, near State College, Pa. (Save the Men
36 | Mississippi R., ncar Blytheville, Ark. (Tamm Bend reach)
42 | Baldwin Creek, near Lander, Wyo.._......
43 | Brandywine Creck, near Cornog, Pa_

44 At Seven Springs, Pa_.._ ...

45 ‘At South Downingtown, Pa_

48 Embreoville, Pa___........._.

49 Wawaset,

51 | Friedkin flume.

51 do..

51 ... P P T PP LR E LR

54 araishy flume
65 hristians Creek, near Staunton, Va. (Orange bridge reach).
67 | Barterbrook Creek, Route 254 near Staunton, Vaooo-.-
68 | Middle River, at Bethlehem Church near Staunton, Va.
71 | South River, near Lipscorab, Va. (Black Bull reach) ...
84 | Slab Cabin éreek, near Lamont, Pa_ ..o~
259 | Brooks’ flume_........-

J - [+ g R
Mississippi
Below Tiptonville, Mi.__....
Near Blytheville, Ark__._....
Missouri R., at Bismark, N. Dak

RIVERS IN ORISSA, INDIA

Mahanadi, helow Jobra
Berupa, below weir_._._......
Mahanadi, below Chitertola. -
Chitertola.

Chitertola, helow Nuna..
Katjuri, below Surua head

Dayd. . - ooceoaiioin-
Bhargovi, below Achhutpur..
Daya, below Belmora escapo.
Brahmini._.....
Kharsua. .
Baitarani

It Pt P o S P end
e e B B e e Bt
DN OGP TN -
é’
®
h
h

e ke 1 1kt et

Estimated ‘
bankfull Wavelength Bank(ull
dischargo ¥ (feet) width (feet) | Pattern
{cubic fect
per second)
50 - 1o 8 M
1, 200 1, 300 150 M
340 250 30 M
470 800 60 M
1,700 1, 400 100 M
. 246 12 22 M
ch). ¢ 45 £ M
R 1,000, 000 34, 000 3, 400 M?
160 25 M
780 400 53 S
1,400 600 79 S
1, 600 1, 200 72 S
2,200 800 92 <]
2, 500 800 74 S
15 20 2.1 M
10 16. 2 1.5 M
. NG 12.4 2.3 M
021 6.8 92 M
- (90 e 200 k) M
¢ 215 3 M
560 100 29 M
- 800 380 60 M
230 240 e 15 M
28 3.4 66 S
21 4.0 66 S
175 M i M
175 12.5 M
175 14.5 M
176 14 M
. 40 24 M
10 16 M
............. 29, 000 M
41,700 M
B 32,700 M
...... , 600 M
#10, DO 21,600 ...
112, 000 7. 500
237, 000 16, 200
318, 000 16,800 |.
112, 000 13. o0
156, ) -
11, 888 8, 400
159, 000 10, 800
260, 000 14,400 |..
46, 000 7,200 §_.
47,500 7,500 |.-
20, 000 5,700 |.-
14,000 4,800 |..
650, 000 21,600 |..
162, 000 9,000 |
260, 000 10,800 |-cummmaceoo o fame s

Authors.

Do.

Do.

Do.

Do,

DNo.

No.
Ii. M. Eakin, unpublished.
Authors,
Wolman (1955).

Do.

Do.
Do.

Do.
Friedkin (1945).

DNo.

Dao.
Quraishy (1944).
Authors.

De.

Do.

Do.

Do,
N. H. Brooks, personal communich-
tion.

Do.
Inglis (1949, . 150).
No.
Do.
Do.
No.
Do.
Cor%s of Engincers maps.
0.

Do.
Do.

Inglis, {1940, p. 111).
Do.
Do.*

| For method of estimating bankfull discharge see footnote to corresponding serial namber in appendix F.

7 At gage height, 20 It.



RIVER CHANNEL PATTERNS

AppenDIX F.—Data on estimaled bankfull discharge at various stream sections

{Pattern: B braided, M raeander, S straight)

79

. Estimated
Berial ) Drainage aren bankfull

No. Stream and location (square miles) Pattern Slope discharge

’ (cubic fect

per second)
6 | Little Popo Agie R. ncar Lander, Wyo.....--- 8 0. 0049 1520
7 | New Fork R., Jenkins Ranch near Cora, Wyo. B . 0047 1 260
8 | GQreen R., at Warren Bridge near Daniel, Wyo. 8 . 0034 11,700
9 | Reaver Creck, near Daniel, Wyo.......c.oooooon.-noot B . 0066 1620
10 | New Fork R., below New Fork Lake near Cora, Wyo. 8 . 0051 1 230
11b | Horse Creck, near Danlel, Wyo___........ooooominoen B T0U73 1 380
123 | Cottonwood Creok, near Daniel, Wyo._. M 0011 1800
12b |..... 7 S B L0041 1 800
14a | Green R., at Danicl, Wyo, (undivided) S . 0005 12,000
14b | — (right channel). e s R M . 0029 1 500
14¢ | — (left channel)... . R . . B . 0029 i1, 500
18b | New Fork R., at American Gothte Reach noar Pinedale, Wyo_ .. ..--..-- . . 372 B . 0029 1 1,300
21 | Duck Creek, near Cora, WYO.. .. .oooooccoroonmopinoooo- .. 5 M . 00019 150
72 | Snake R., below mouth of Hoback R., near Jackson, Wyo. 3, 440 B . 0021 17,000
23 | Bufialo Fork, Flybox reach noar Jackson, Wyo_ ...~ 345 M . 00045 11, 200
24 | Wind R., Dumb Cowhoy reach above Dubois, Wyo. 55 M .0037 1340
25 | Du Noir Creek, above Dubois, Wyo__..._...-...-. 93 M . 00088 ' 470
27 | Popo Agie R., Joyful reach near Hudson, Wyo. 700 M . 00184 11,700
28 | Little Pipe Creek near Avondale, Md__.._.._... 8 M 00473 2 260
30 | Watts Branch, Viers pasture, near Rockville, Mo e 4 M . 0031 2246
31 | Seneca Creek, ot Dawsonville, Md.............-. 100 S . 0006 21,160
23 | Seneca Creck. at Riffleford near Rockville, Md .. 15 S . 0023 3 500
36 | Mississippi R., st Tamm Bend near Blytheville, ALK oo ooooowneoommciaan o mmammmm s mveno s M . 000089 4 1, 000, 000
42 | Baldwin Creek ncar Lander, Wyo._...__.. 21 M . 00093 3 1RD
43 | Brandywine Creek, at Cornog, Pa... 2% s . 0038 2 780
48| —— at Embrecville, Pa_. ... . .oocna-- e pm s 17 S - 00068 2 2,200
65 | Christians Creek, s Orange bridge near Staun v 24 M L0015 3 600
68 | Middle R., st Bethlehem Church near Staunton, Va._ 18 M . 0021 1 560
71 | South R., Black Bull reach south of Mt. Vernon Chur 69 M . 00034 ) 800
80 | Yellowstone R., at Billings, Mont__....... 11, 600 B? . 00083 221,400
Wind R., near Burrls, Wyo___. ____....-.- 1, 220 s .004 12, 500
125 | Middle Pinsy Creck below South Fork near 34 M 0091 220
128 | Little Sandy Creek, nesr Elkhorn, Wyo__. 21 ] .010 1150
151 | Kansas R., at Lecompton, Kans._. .. 58, 420 M . 000379 2 65, 000
152 | —— at Ogden, Kans_ __.........- 45, 240 M . 000379 2 40, 000
164 | — at Wamego, Kans__ ... 55, 240 M . 000316 2102, 000
227 | Fall Creek, near Pinedale, Wyo. ... 37 8 .036 1230
229 | West Fork Rock Creck below Bas 60 S .036 ' 350
230 | Rock Creek, nesr Red Lodge, Mont. 100 3 .021 1540
231 | Clarks Fork, near EAgar, MOt ... oooovronm oo oo 2,115 ) . 00295 t 6, 500
232 | Clear Crock, nesr Buffalo, Wyo._.. . . 120 s 024 1350
23 | North Fork Clear Creek, near Ranger station near Buffale, W0 ceocmivn on cmcmmme e R 29 S .028 1190
234 | Red Fork, near Barnum, Wyo__ ..o ooovoommomorianmmmmoeres oo . 8 . 0038 ' 380
235 | Rock Creek, at Reberts, Mont___. __........ooooooeooomo- mqy 8 . 0086 11,200
240°| Pole Creek, 3¢ mile below Little Half Moon Lake near Pinedale, Wyo. . - ----ommm oo memeres ] .0018 1430
256 | Bull Lake Creek, near Lenore, Wyo. S . 0081 1 800
264 | Snake R, near Wilson, WY0_ [ . 2o oonoiiiiin e e T T B . 0043 1 4,700
266 | Big Sandy Creck, ncar Leckie ranch, ) .00425 460
267 | Hams Fork, near Frontier, Wy0. ..o coooruromsmmmmmmoao oo rseeo s s ro s T M .0013 11,100
268 | North Fork Powder R., near Kaycee, Wyo. S .0038 11,000
268a | Bagmati R, above Dhang, Indla.__._....-- B . 00057 4 45,000
268b | —— below Dhang, India___._...._. N AR M . 00019 ¢ 45, 000
2708 | Kosi R., above Dhamarghat, India. B . 00085 1200, 000
Zi0b | — above Dhamarghat, Indif L .. oo coooaniam oo e e T B . 00038 4 200, 000
270¢ | —— below Dhamarghat, Indin M . 00038 4 200, 000
271 | Ganges R., near Patna, Indla_... . R B . 000066 ¢ 3,000, 000
286 | Yukon R., near Holy ércss. Alaska___ M . 000095 4 685, 000
987 | Chena R., near Fairbanks. Alaska. ... .. coocoommommoieenooes - M . 00054 4 8, 000
1 Estimated from generalized regional relations of discharge of 1.16-year recurrence 3 Interpolated in regional curve relating known bankfull discharge to drainage ares.

interval plotted against drainage area.
3 From rating curve; value of bankfull stage estimated In ficld.

1 Estimated.
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AppENDIX G.— Distribution of bed-particle stze in various siream cross sectiong

i . Percent finer than (millimeters)-— 50 percent|84 percent
Serial Stream and location o _ finer than|fner than
No. ! (feet)— | (feet)—
.25 .50 1 2 4 8 16 32 64 128 256 | 512 | 1024 | 2048
6 | Little Popo Agie R., near Lander, Wyo_____f..ooojooome]onemnm 5 ] 13 22 46 80 25 100 | oo el 0.11 0.24
8 | Green R., at Warren bridge near Daniel,
|27 W 5 6 8 9 9 9 10 16 48 .46 R4
9 | Beaver Creek, near Daniel, Wyo. 3 5 5 [} 13 24 49 82 26 .10 .21
11a | Horse Creek, near Daniel, Wyo._......__ 2 ] 7 22 85 88 { 100 .09 .20
12 | Cottonwood Creek, near Daniel, W
r) 10 18 21 29 H 52 n 92 99 .05 .16
12b Danie], Wyo. (braid)_ 10 10 11 17 27 42 77 86 | 100 .08 .12
14b | Green R., at Daniel, Wyo - 2 2 2 2 12 58 96 .18 .60
18s | New Fork R., at American Gothic reach
near Pinedale, Wgoﬂ._._.‘ ................. 12 16 15 2 31 881 100 |-ooonf oo ]ie ] 12 .20
23 | Buffalo Fork, Flybox resch near Ranger
station, Jacksom, Wyo_ .- .ccoocio—-on ] PR T 2 25 83 10y 2 (N PSR .14 .21
24 | Wind R., Dumb Cowboy reach near 8heri-
dan Ranger station above Dubois, Wyo..| ... f.---..-. 2 4 4 5 20 41 73 96 | 100 |oooe]oeeean] e 13 27
25 | Du Noir Creek, ebove Dubois, Wy0. ..o f-commomufemmmannc]oonnze 10 23 37 821 100 | o |acmoafeeiaenean RO PSP 035 056
26 | North Popo Agie R., near Lander, Wyo__..{...._... .- 3 5 5 12 17 42 90 9g [ 100 | . 19 9
30 | Watts Branch, Viers pasture nesar Rackvill
)7 £ USSR 3 3 [ 9 14 3 4% .082 31
31 | Seneca Creek, at Dawsonville, Md__ ... |.ccoor|oommommn|ammaao]mmean 2 3 29 60 075 B
33 At Riffleford near Rockville, Md. 1 6 19 3 48 70 92 .028 .079
37 | Brandywine Creek, at Lenape, Pa__ . 11 17 18 26 40 61 .072 .18
43 At Cornog, Pa._ oo ooconimimmermeen | [ e 7 9 14 21 32 .22 .48
44 At Scven Springs, Pa___._ 4 5 6 9 13 26 . .49
45 Near South Downingtown, Pa.. 9 11 11 12 14 24 .34 .84
48 At Embreeville, Pa___._ - 5 7 14 40 64 .072 Y
49 At Wawaset, Pa. 1 5 9 17 33 16 .33
65 | Christians Creek, 8
Staunton, Va_____...- 2 24 20 41 58 075 29
66 At Rt. 254 near Staw , Va_ 4 11 23 37 61 085 21
67 | Barterbrook Creek, at Rt. 254 ne
(23 T 2 S 36 52 66 78 04 971 100 joeeoo|oaoaa e 0125 069
68 | Middle River, at Bethlehem Ch
Staunton, V8. oo oo ooimoaoomoaaeeo 20 27 32 39 5 81 08 [ 100 {-oooofomcuuc|oomman .076 .2
69 | Eidson Creek, near Mt. Tabor Church near
Staunton, VB, _oc.cororooaoaoiiaaaannas 13 16 25 31 37 51 74 92 98 9| 100 |-eo|-oaoen .049 15
89 | Yellowstone R., at Billings, Mont. 18 39 77 90 | 100 {. .27 .47
90 | Wind R., near hu.rri';, WYO omimaaane 20 35 68 98 98 27 .60
125 | Middle Piney Creek, below South Fork
near Big Piney, Wy0 .o oooooiamaromme e oo 1 3 5 12 29 68 { 100 { . _.|oeo _|oeoo.. .31 58
128 | Little Sandy Creek, near Elkhorn, Wyo._.. ...~ ]-----o-- 1 4 7 9 11 16 31 71 82 88 98 | 100 .29 95
182 | Rio Galisteo, at Cerrillos (Lamy), N, Mex..| 27 42 16 60 67 70 86 {170 IR 111 Y PR (RS DR N B .0038 42
183 | Rio Santa Fe, at Old Albuquerque Rd,
west of Santa Fe, N. Mex. ... 1 4 34 61 68 76 00 96 ] 100 | foaooi o] . 0046 .039
184 | Arroyo de los Chamisos, near Mt, Carmel
Chapel (Sunmount) at Santa Fe, N. Mex_|. ... 6 26 52 72 86 94 97 99 | 100 |- oo feeoifomianafennn . 0066 L0227
185 | Caiada Ancha (Euler), nesr El Rancho
Montoso near Santa Fe, N, Mex_.._...._. 9 | ¥ 0046 . 0132
186 | Anchw Chiguita, near E1 Rancho Montoso
south of Santa Fe, N. MexX. ... ... 2 14 , 0033 . 0101
187 | Tributary to Hermanas Arroyo, near Las
Dos, northwest of Senta Fe, N. Mex._.... 1 11 . 0057 . 037
189 | Rio Qalisteo, at Domingo, N, Mex 11 36 . 0022 . 0046
227 | Fali Creek, near Pinedale, Wyo. .69 .25
228 | Green R., Fontenelle, Wyo...... .29 .42
220 | West Fork Rock Creck, near R 3
Y 0 | A [ PSR PN ORI (P 0 .88 2.4
230 | Roek Creek, near Red Lodge, Mont. ... | ccooomnfommmrmnntommnnelommmnnamon vmm o me e .67 1.93
232 | Clear Creek, near Buffalo, Wyo_........... .. 1 2 5 19 41 a1 70 96 | 100 .58 2,15
233 | North Fork Clear Creek, near Ranger sta-
tion, Buffalo, Wyo PR, P 3 10 22 45 78 1 100 |ceoco]eonnan .47 10
234 | Red Fork, near Barnum, Wyo 42 80 98 .12 .21
235 | Rock Creek, at Roberts, Wyo. . ... .._.__{..occo-m N 7 32 80 27 .46
240 | Pole Creek, ¥ mile below Little Half Moon
Lake near Pinedale, Wyo___ ... ... 1 3 3 5 10 23 51 7% 93 [ 100 f.--_.- .42 .51
256 | Pull Lake Creek, near Lenore, Wyo_ ..._... JEU PRSI I RSO R 3 22 61 82 7 | 100 .89 1,02
266 | Big Sandy Creek, at Leckie ranch, Wyo.... 12 14 15 22 338 66 88 09 09| 100 .25 .72
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AppeENDIX H.— Values of hydraulic factors at various siream cross seclions

le, Estimated. For definition of b, /, and m sce page 1V; for discussion see Leopold and Maddock, 1953)

Al mean annual discharge Slope
[— Gage
) height
Serial . Drainage . Veloc- Median at bank-
No. Stroam and location area (square | Discharge ity bed sizo b f m full
miles) (cubic fect Width | Depth | (feet Map ! Field ? (feet) stage
per second) (feet) (feet) per (feet)
sec-
ond)
1 NDNrﬂtl’ Platte R., North Platte, 32, 000 2, 300 540 L7 2.4 0. 00135 0.0014 0, 0006 0.35 0.48 0.18 |-
obr.
2 Near Sutherland, Nebr......c.. .7 0005 .48 M 20
3 Near Lisco, Nebr__._.. .1 .
4 Near Dougias, Wyo.... -0
5| Wind R., at Riverton, Wyo._____.. . 8
6 | Little Popo Agic R., ncar Lander, .7
yo.
7 | New Fork R., Jenkins ranch near
Cora, Wyo. T
8 | Green R., at Warren Bridge near
Danicl, Wyo

9 | Beaver éreok, near Daniel, Wyo.
10 | New Fork R., below New Fork
Lake near Cora, Wyo.

. an Gothic
reach near Pinedale, Wyo.
18b ... . do.d__
18c | _.. do

3.

21 | Duck Creek, near Cora, Wyo._..-...
22 | Snake R., below mouth of Hoback
R. near Jackson, Wyo.

23 | Buffalo Fork, Flyhox reach near
Jackson, Wyo.

24 | Wind R., Dumb Cowboy reach
near Sheridan Ranger  station

above Dubols, Wyo,
25 | DuNoir Creek, above Dubois, Wyo- [ % S N PP A PSSP . DO098 038 |o..oo.- [ AR PRSP
2 | North Fork Popo Agie R., near 140 103 41 175 1.5 |.. . 0070 .4 13 20 65 | -coanin
Lander, Wyo.
27 | Popo Agie R., Joyful reach near
Hudson, Wyo.
-] Liﬁlg Pipe Creek, near Avondale,
29 Rol\(/:lls Creck, Rt. 115 near Redland,
30 | Watts Branch, Viers pasture near
Rockville, Md.
31 | Seneca Creek, at Dawsonville, Md.
32 | Crooked Run (‘‘Save the Meander
Farm'’) near State College, Pa.
33 | Seneca Creek at Riffleford near
Rockville, Md.
36 | Misslssippi R., st Tamm Bend
near B]ythevﬁle, Ark. R
39 | Northwest braunch of Anacostia R.,
near Colesville, Md.
42 | Baldwin Creek, near Lander, Wyo..
57 | Belle Fourche R., helow Moorcroft,
58
59
State line..
[1)] Near Elm Springs, 8. Dak.
62 Near Fruitdale, B. Dak____.

63 | Arikaree R., at Hafg]er, Nebro ...
64 | Seneca Creek, near Woodfleld, Md.
(1 mile north of Woodfleld).._.....
65 | Christians Creek, at Crange Bridge

pear Staunton, Va.____ ...
66 | Christians Creek, at Rt. 254 near
8taunton, Va._ . ..oooooioooooo---
87 | Barterbrook Creek, at Rt. 254 near
Staunton, Va____ ... .co_aco----- B.8 |eecriarainne- U ISP PRI PN L0023 130 S P PN PSP PRt i
68 | Middle R., at Bethlehem Church
near Staunton, Va..__._....o. .. [T T I PPN AP IS PPPEEEPPE . 0021 N7 ( TR U U P PYPTEISEES
69 | Eidson Oreek, near Mt, Tabor
Church near Staunton, Va.____.. L0 PN PR IR U P . 0003 Y T: N O O, P PRETISSEEE
70 | Tributary to Christians Creek, near
gt, James Church near Fisherville,
VB, oo ozemmemm e oaamas DT T FRPTRUR RIS PPPRNEER EPREPEEE FEEEEE T AN 71117 R S PEEREE --
71 | South R., Black Bnll reach south of
Mt. Vernon Church near Lips-
b comb, Vo ..o ea 69.2 . 00034
72 | South Fork Tye R., above Nash, Va. 14,2 .05t
73| Tye R,, culvort—brldge near Staun-
ton, VB o oocaemccmemcanno e . 067
] Flenlc reach near Staunton, Ya.. -068
79 Below Nash, Va_ .. ...o._.._- 026
76 | Campbzall Creek, above Tyro, Va. . .11
77 | Stony Run, above mouth at Little o8 a1

R. near Staunton, Va_ ...
See footnote at end of table.
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AppeNDIx H.—Values of hydraulic factors at various siream cross sections—Continued

At mean annual discharge Slope
hop%ft
e
Serial Drainage Veloc- Median at bgnk-
No. Stream and location ares (square | Discharge ity bed sire b m full
miles) {cubic feet Width | Depth | (feet Map ! Field ? (feet) stage
per second) (fect) (feet) per (feet)
sec-
ond)
78 | Mines Run, at mouth near Staun-
8 T RPN AU PSRN FPUSpR NP R 0.038 022 | e e
L] ,
n, Va. T - T (R DUV pIE PRPSIEFUpES] PR
80 LittleR Grooms
ton, Vo v 16
81 | North R., nesr Btokesvillg, V. .4
B2 North River Qap near Btok
ville, Va e 66,4 |orcmmcom o] e -
84 S]ab Cabin Creek west of La; .
................................ Ul - JROUE (RSN PRPR.
86 | Big Hom R., at Manderson, Wyo.__. 11, 900 258 2.5 3.0
87 | Wind R., near Crowheart, Wyo... .. 1,920 155 2.4 3.6
89 | Yellowsione R., at Blllmgs, Mont._. 11, 600 420 4.6 3.2
80 | Wind R., near Burris, Wyo.. 1, 220 130 2.7 2.5
91 Neoar Dubhois, Wyo . 23 68 1.4 1.9
92 | Little Bighorn R at Stat.e line near
Wyola, Mont .. .o 199 - 152 23 2.0 2.5
93 | North Platte R., at Wyoming-
Ncbraska State line, Wyo.. 22,100 67 270 1.4 2.1
94 At Saratoga, Wyo 2, 880 1,204 210 2.8 2.0
95 Mcdlclnc Lodge Creek, Hyattville,
............................... 86 37 25 .9 1.7
96 Gooseberry Creek, near Grass Creek,
_______________________________ 155 - 19 19.5 .6 1.9
97 North Fork Owl Creek, near An-
cher, Wyo. . 58.2 16 17 .58 1.7 L0114 R e )] .2 A7 7.3-8.8
98 | Yellowstone R ‘at Corwin Springs
MONY e oo 2, 630 2, 950 242 3.4 3.6 00237 .eieeeamfeeaimees .06 .49 PE: -3 PRV
99 Near Sidney, Mont___....._..- 60, 450 11, 860 308 n.e 3.2 LO00189 | ..ol .04 .37 -1 D
100 | Little Bighorn R., below Pass .
Creek near Wyola, "Mont_-......-- 420 202 57 1.5 2.4 , 00316 .02 55
101 Near Crow Agency, Mont.__._.. 1,190 204 96 1.2 2.5 . 00118 .04 44
102 | Republican R., m B'looming'mn,
[ 2 o 20, 800 724 20 1.7 1.8 . 00086 .08 .62
103 | Laramie R., near Ft, Laramie, Wyo. 4, 600 185 60 1.4 2.2 . 00167 .17 .40
104 | South Platte R., at Paxton, Nebr. .. 23,700 438 140 15 | 20 | ‘omss 0| .58
105 | North Platto I-!{ near l(eystone,
Nebr o eeace e 30, 000 RT 11 J U (R . 00118" . h8 .25
106 | Platte R, near Grand Island, Nebr. 59, 500 960 8 1.8 .05 J72
107 Near Odessn, Neb 58, 800 937 550 96 1.8 .22 .53
108 Near Oveorton, Nebr. - 58, 2, 583 780 1. 55 2.2 .07 .65
108 | North Plaite R., mear Mitchel]
Nebro oo on - 24, 300 1,485 280 2.0 2.6 .50 .37
110 Below Whalen, Wyo - 16, 350 FHS TS R PRI N Er .42 .22
111 Below Casper, Wyo 12, 600 1,358 250 T 1L 30 .25 .25
112 | Popo Agie R., near Rlverton Wyo_. 2,010 683 123 3.3 1.7 .02 .35
113 | Greybull R., near Basin, Wyo 1,130 200 90 .95 2.4 .10 .50
114 Near Meeteetss, Wyo. . - 364 87 1.4 3.0 .25 .35
115 { Owl Creek, near Thermopohs Wyo_ 484 45.5 26 .9 1.9 .20 .29
116 | Missouri R at 8t, Joseph, Mo..__.. 424, 300 35, 440 863 11.5 3.6 .05 .42
17 At Hermann, Mo._._. - 528, 200 69, 170 1,578 14.5 3.0 .05 .42
118 At Pierre, 8. Dak_ - 243, 300 22, 962 9.1 2.5 .10 .41
119 At Kansas City, Mo . 489, 200 43,710 1,083 11,7 3.4 05 .85
120 At Bismark, N. Dak - 86, 400 20, 320 1,202 6.1 2.9 01 .50
121 | East Fork R., hear Big Ssndy R.,
Wyo. 79.2 103 70 1.3 D TS T T (PO PR (R 06 .41 50 -
122 | North Piney Creek
? .................... 58 60.3 29 94 2.2 oo 12 .46 21 ..
123 | Bouider Creek, below Boulder Lake
near Boulder, WY0. oooceaeaoe 130 196 130 1.8 .84 .08 .40
124 | silver Creek, near Big Sandy, Wyo._ 45.4 43. 4 29 8 1.9 18 .49
125 | Middle Piney Creek below South
Fork near Big Plney, Wyo._.__... 34.3 26.7 23 .68 2.0 10 .40 48 7.7
126 | New Fork R., near Boulder, Wyo___ 562 403 98 .8 2.2 20 .48 30|
127 | Fontenelle Creek near Fontenelie,
VO acceemmmmm e oo 224 64.6 42 95 T A P ) B 20 PR | I PR
128 | Little Sandy Creek, near Elkhorn,
4 S 20.9 22 19 L5
129 | Pecatonica R., at Freeport, Ill_. 1,330 906 140 6.2
130 Iro%:zois R., near Chebanse, 111 2,120 1, 609 - 330 3.2
131 { Catheys Creek near Brevard, N. C_ 11.7 34 25.3 .9
132 | Watsuga R., near Sugar Grove, N, C. 90.8 154 64 1.8
133 | Davidson R, near Brevard, N.C.... 40.4 125 55 1.8
134 Ngl[arg Creek near Bryson City, 13.8 42.8 30.1 1.9
135 | Tennessee R,, at Knoxville, Tenn.._ 8,034 12, 820 933 14.4
136 | French Broad R., near Newport
Tenn 1,858 2,764 346 5.3
137 At Calvert, N, C__. 103 336 02 1,8
138 At Rosman, N.C_. 67.9 229 Yu 2.0
139 At Bent Creek N.C.. - 676 1, 589 206 2.8
140 | Buttahatchee R., necar Caledon(s,
MIiSS. o eceac—cmerermmeoooaan 823 1,066 152 13.0
141 | Tombigbee R., at Aberdeen, Miss._ . 2,210 2, 863 142 11,6
142 Near Leroy, Ala___ 19, 100 26, 250 613 26.0
143 Near Costopa, Al - 15, 21, 450 458 22.3
144 Near Columbus, M 4, 490 5,791 270 1.9
145 1 Sipsey R., near Elrod, Ala. 515 15 93 7.0

See footnotes at end of table,
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Appenpix H.— Values of hydraulic factors al various siream cross sections-—Continued

At mean annual discharge Slope
Gage
. height
Serial Drainage X Veloe- Median at bank-
No. Stream and location ares (square | Discharge ity bed size b 7 m full
miles) (cubic feet Width | Depth | (feet Map ! Field 2 (feet) stage
per second) | {feet) (feet) { per (feet)
sec-
ond)
148 Rt;gublican R., at Clay Center,
BNS. oo emmeemmremme ez s 24, 570 1,003 272 2.0 2.0
147 | 8moky Hill R., at Elkader, Kans.... 3, 555 36 41 .6 1.5
148 At Lindsborg, Kans__ 8. 110 202 80 2.1 1.5
148 At Enterprise, Kans_ 19, 200 1,419 102 7.2 1.9
150 | Kansas R., at Bonnor Springs, Kans. 59, 890 5,874 563 5.9 1.8
151 At Lecompton, Kans_.__...._.- 58, 420 7,838 728 4.6 2.3
1562 At Orden, Kans..... 45, 240 2, 514 342 3.8 .8
153 At Topcka, Kans.. 66, 710 4,655 481 4.6 2.1
164 At Wamego, Kans...._..oo.-.-- 55, 240 4,114 525 4.1 1.9
156 | Flathead R., near Columbia Falls,
MONk e mrmzamuenn - 1, 553 2,855 200 2.5 4.0
157 At Columbia Falls, Mont. 4, 9,112 450 7.1 2.9
158 Near Polson, Mont... ... 7,096 11,330 444 - 7.6 3.4
159 { Clark Fork R., at §t. Regis, Mont. 10, 500 7,341 346 6.0 3,85 |-
160 Above Missoula, Mon§..._ 5,740 2,659 232 4.7 2.42
161 Relow Missoula, Mont 8,690 4,897 370 5.8 2.2
162 Near Plaias, Mont... 19,800 18, 600 495 14.3 2.6
163 Near Heron, Mont. ... 21, 800 20, 400 328 12.0 5.3
164 | Pond Oreille RX., below 2
near Metaline Falls, Wash...__.. 25, 200 26, 180 203 11.7 7.6
167 | Embarrass R., at St. Marie, [1__ 1, 510 1,220 10 4.8 2.3
168 | Kankakee R., at Momence, Ill. . 2, 340 1,Bl8 430 2.3 1.8
160 | Rock R., at Como, Il__..____ . 8, 700 5,174 500 3.6 2.87
172 | Songamon R., at Riverton, L. ... 2, 560 1,806 125 6.0 2.5
173 | Connecticut R., at First Connecti-
cut Lake near Pittsburgh, N, H_.. 83.0 198 57 1.25 2.6
174 At North Stratford, N. H._..... 799 1, 570 1680 3.7 2.7
175 Near Dalton, N. H.o...o..o---- 1,514 2,002 380 4.0 20
176 At White River Junctlon, Ver-
mont. . iieiieemeanae 4,002 7,217 485 4,2 3.5
178 At Montague City, Mass. - 7,865 13,670 450 L5 2.6
179 | White R., near Bethel, Vi.. 241 487 160 1.3 2.3
180 At West Hartford, Vi.. .- 690 1,169 235 1.1 1.2
181 | Arkansas R., at Salida, Colo_ ... ... 1,218 622 104 2.0 3.0
182 | Rio Galisteo, at Cerritlos, N. Mex_ - €100 Jooooooooominnfomnanannns SRR RSN
183 | Rio Santa Fe, at Old Albuquerque
Rd. west of Santa Fe, N, Mex__.. P ¥ DU AU [RRIP PR R eemeoof L0151 . 0046 .25 .4 i1 T
184 | Arroyo de )as Chamisos, near M.
Carimel Chapel (Sunmount) at
Santa Fe, N, MeX......ccooamoo-- 2.5 |iecieaieaiaoa U SR PRI MR .025 . 0086 .09 .61 I 7 PO
185 | Caiiada Ancha (Euler), near El
Rancho Montoso neac Santa Fe,
N. MeX. o ceveermmaaaaemmmeaen 152 | e e L0175 , 0046 .39 .30 - I IR
186 | Ancha Chiquita, near E! Rancho
Montoso, south of Santa Fe, N.
MOX .o oo ceeemr e mmm e 112 ) P SUURID I . 0286 . 0033 13 €0 B2 |
187 | Tributary to Hermanas Arroyo, near
Las Dos, northwest of Santa Fe,
P AT O .32 .U
188 | Rio Puerco, near Cabezon, N, Mex_. .27 .35
189 | Rio Qalisteo, at Domingo, N. Mex.. 32 .39
190 | Rio Puerco, at Cabezon, N, Mex__..|. 34 .35
191 | Mest John Wash, near Gasper, Wyo. 22 -33
192 | Shell Rock R., near Northwood,
JOWB - oeeomre e omesoooeenn 380 141 100 1,25 1.1 .56
193 | Turtle Creek, near Austin, Minn.._. 144 65 46 L5 .85 .48
104 | Cedar R., at Cedar Rapids, Iowa__.. 8, 640 3,093 460 2.8 2.3 .5
196 Near Oonesville, Iowa_...... - 7,840 4,259 430 4.7 2.0 .40
196 | Towa R., at Wapelio, Jowa. . -- 12,480 6,135 480 8.1 1.6 B
197 | Cedar R., near Austin, Minn.___. 425 172 94 1.35 1.3 . b4
108 | Lime Creek, at Mason City, Iowa_ .. 535 200 894 1.9 1.19 .53
199 | West Fork 8hell Rock R., at Finch-
ford, JOWa_ - cocoacmnraanann . 860 461 112 24 1.7 58 17 10
200 | Cedar R., at Janesville, lowa.. 1, 660 875 190 1.6 2.3 .51 A9 e
201 At Waterloo, lowa - 5,100 2, 988 440 2.3 2.9 .66 27 |
202 | Tributary to Seneca Cr., at Hawkins
Creamery rd, near Damascus, Md. - A U RS S, RS PRESEEEETS) L. thtthatel Rt A E
203 | Seneca Creek, at Holstein pasture
near Woodflield, Md_....._..._._.. (7% T R I, (R BESPRP . . JE S R B AR
204 At Poison Ivy reach, Brunt road
bridge near Woodfield, Md.__.]--..-----o--n- [P (AR (R [ .- . IR 7 T O R [ Bttt
205 At Pretty Flood Plain near
Prathertown, Md__....___. ... S U I PR PSP
206 | Kankakes R., at Davis, Ind. . 506 470 75 3.8 1.75
207 At Shelby, Ind__.._......_. - 1. 800 1. 518 130 5.6 2.0
208 | Auglaize R., near Definnce, Ohlo-_ .. 2,329 1,508 285 3.7 1.5
200 Near Fort Jennings, Ohio._.._. 333 278 100 28 | 1o
210 | Blanchard R., near Dupont, Ohio. 749 452 120 5.4 .7
211 Near Findlay, Ohlo.. 343 219 1.5 16
212 At Glendorf, Ohio......_. 643 548 77 3.7 2.0
213 | Maumee R., at Antwerp, Ohio. 2,049 1, 847 202 4.3 1.7
214 Near Deflance, Ohlo. .- 5 3,612 620 3.1 1,85
215 At Waterville, Ohio..... 6, 314 4, 269 670 2.1 3.1 (
216 | Ottawa R., at Allentown, 119 52 1.0 2.45
217 At Kalida, Ohio............- 316 141 80 1.6 11

See footnotes at end of table,
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ArpENDIX H.— Values of hydraulic factors at various slream cross sections—Continued

At mean annusl discharge Slope
Grge
height
Serial K Dralnage Veloc- Median at bank-
No. Stream and location ares (square Discharge ity bed size full
miles) (cubic [eet Width | Depth | (feet Map ! Field 3 (feet) stage
per second) (feet) (feet) per (feet)
See-
ond)
218 | Bt. Jos&lgh R., near Blakeslee, Ohio_. 369 202 95 2.8 1.1
219 | Scioto R., at Chi!lieot.he Ohio.. 3, 847 3,280 200 9.2 1.8
220 Near Circleville, Ohlo... 2,635 1,815 280 | 10.8 5
221 At Columbus, 0. 1,624 1,386 280 3.7 1.35
222 Near Dublin, Ohio.. 988 797 205 2.0 1,95
223 At La Rue, Ohio.._ 255 108 9 3.8 6
224 Near Prospect, Ohio...- 571 489 130 2.5 1.5
226 | Tiffin R., near Brunerburg, Ohio__.. 766 448 85 3.9 1.4
226 At Stryker, Ohio____..._... . 444 262 77 5.6 .69
227 | Fall Creek, near Pinedsle, Wyo._._.. 37.2 36.2 24.5 .35 .42
228 | Green R., near Fontenelle, Wyo.... 3,970 1,838 250 3.2 2.3
229 | West Fork Rock Creek, below Basin
Creek near Red Lodge, Mont...... 80 85 33 1.25 2.0
230 | Rock Creek, near Red Lodge, Mont. 100 166 28.5 2.4 2.3
231 | Clark Fork, near Edgar, Mont.____. 2,115 1,008 115 4.2 2,0
232 | Clear Creek, nesr Buflalo, Wyo____. 120 70 42 -9 18
233 | North Fork Clear Creek, near Bui-
falo (near Ranger station), Wyo.._. 2 16 23 .8 .8
234 | Red Fork R., near Barnum, Wyo.._. 142 29 21 .97 1.34
235 | Rock Creek, at Roberts, Mont. _.... X7 (1 S PO PR P s
236 | Ilinois R., at Kingston Mines, m__. 15, 200 14, 220 600 15.0 1.6
237 At Marseilles, Il [P 7,640 11, 670 620 4.1 4.5
238 At Meredosia, L1 [ 25, 300 20, 950 900 11,5 1.9
239 | Kankakee R., near W gton, 711__ 5, 250 4, B840 2.4 2.0
240 | Pole Creek, ¥ mile below Little
‘Hallf Moon Lake near Pinedale,
WYO0. . ocimccrmaem e 87.5 108 60 1.23
245 | Cedar Creek, near Winchester, Va.. 101 86.7 60 1.1
247 | North Fork Shenandoah R., at Mt.
Jackson, VA ..o oocamnmmiananas 509 368 110 2.7
248 Near Strasburg, Va..._....ccooon 772 575 160 2.4
249 | South Fork Shenandeah R., at
Front Royal, Va.__... 1,638 1. 671 275 3.2
250 Near Luray, Va. 1,377 1,264 315 4.7
251 Near Lynnwood, Va..... 1,076 1,020 109 2.9
252 { South R., at Harriston, Va.... 222 237 86 1.5
253 | South R., at Waynesboro, Va...___. 144 146 78 1.4
254 | Stony Creek, at Columbia Furnace,
' W PP 76 e74 70 1.2
255 | Antietam Creek, near Sharpsburg,
................................ 281 258 72 2,7
256 | Bull Lake Creek, near Lenore, Wyo._ 222 285 92 1.65
257 | Chey R., st Edg t, 5. Dak_ 7,134 126 0 .8
258 | Lance Creek, at 8pencer, Wyo__. 2,070 30.7 43 .53
264 | Snake R., near Wilson, Wyo_-......| 2,000 joooeoooiiommonforima o enes
266 | Big Sandy Creek, near Leckie
raach, Wy0. oooeoremamonamae 95 -
267 | Hams Fork R,, near Frontier, Wyo.. 208 .-
268 | Middle Fork Powder R., near Kay-
g, Wyo. J .+ N TR B D T
272 | Bighorn R., near Custer, 4,65
23 Near St. Xavier, Mont_. - 4.9
274 | Missouri R., at Toston, Mont. 4.5
275 | Powder R., near Locate, Mont__ 16
276 At Moorhead, Mont.__.._. - 1.7
277 | Middle R., near Grottoes, Va_____._ 3.0
278 | North Fork Shenandoah R., at
Cootes Store, Va, 215 187 73 1.4
279 | Passage Creck, at Buckton, Va.. ... 87 70.1 40 1.75
280 | Shenandoah R., at Millville, W. Va_ 3,040 2, 561 160 3.85
281 | Bighorn R., at Kane, Wyo_. 15, 900 2,413 175 3.8
282 At Thermopolis, Wyo. . 8, 080 1, 900 210 2.7
2%3 | Powder R., at Arvada, Wyo.. . 6, 050 410 112 1.27
284 At Sussex, Wyo____ . ..oo_uaoo-. 3 134 100 .82
285 | South Fork Owl Creek, above Curtis
ranch at Thermopolis, Wyo_ ... 139 29.1 21 .34

1 Slopo measured from to?ogruphic map.

1 Sjope determined by fie

d survey.

1 Divided chaanel.
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