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About the Author . . .

FrANK RUSSELL was an early and dedicated member of the anthropo-
logical profession whose detailed work on the material culture of the i
Piman people was accomplished in Arizona virtually on the eve of his f :
death from tuberculosis. A member of the Harvard Faculty of Arts and ¢
Sciences, in 1900 Russell was given leave of absence for field work on :
the Gila River Reservation for the Bureau of American Ethnology. By
contrast, his previous investigations had been among the tribes around
Great Slave Lake and Herschel Island in the Arctic Sea. Russell’s distinc-
tion as researcher and author is relatively litfle known to modern students
of anthropology because his career was cut short at age 35. By that time e
he had completed this standard reference work on the Gila River Pimas, o This re-editi ,

originally published as part of the Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the o ) re-edition of The Pima Indians
Bureau of American Ethnology, 19041905,
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26 THE PEMA INDIANS [T, 45X, 20
was tha prevailing mode of disposing of thoe dead, as it was also on the
lower Gils and the Salt river. Nothing was Jearned to indicate that
the Sobaipuris of the San Pedro practised incinerstion, - I some of
the clans of the Hopis or Zufis are to be identified with the Hohokam
of the Gila, as is maintained by some of the most able suthorities
upon Southwesters archeology,* how is the total diszppearande of
this primel custom to be explained ?

There is & strong belisf among the Pimes that they came from the
essh, Tt is in that quarter that the abode of their dead is located.
Their gods dwell there. Their beliefs do not sesm to have been
influenced in £his respect in the least through contact with the tribes .
of Yumen stock who have sought & paradise in the opposite diree-
tion. There five vestiges of a tradition that the Pimas were once
overwhelmed by a large foree of warriors who came from the east
and destroyed nearly all the people and devastated the entire Gila .
valley. This does not appear to be ancther version of the account
of the invasion by the underworld clans. While the majority of the
Pimas declare thai their people have always lived where they now
are, or that they came from the east, thers are some who sey that .
the Hohokam were Iifled by an invesion from the east before the

Pimas carme.

The Pimes formeily regarded the ruins with the same reverence or . '

aversion which they felt toward their own burial placea. After the :
excavations made by the Hemenwsay Fxpedition on the Salt river, |
as no dlsasters followed the dsturbance of the dead, they grew Jess |
serupulous snd can wow resdily be hired as worlmmen to excavate &
the yuins or ancient cemeteries, ¥

CONTACT WITH SPANLARDS

From the mesger records of the Coronado Expedition of 1540-1542 3
it has beci surmised that Chichittiealli wes the. Casn Grande, but this 1
statement lacks verification. = After traversing. this entire: southern §
ad eastarn part of Arizona the writél can niot but believe that it is-
extremely improbable that Coronade saw the Case Grande sid the §

/ ¢The esviicat Teention of the Glia rigin of ks Hop) theory e ttiat of (adods:  Alzo they Jmw thut -4
1 was padrs ministeo of the Fimes, Who likewise at¢ their enomics, This ostOity had been $old T8,
bythaoldlnﬂlmﬁﬂ!mymhdon,bymﬁﬂeﬂnl,mdcm +rom whish information I Rew:

(he dlscurside) that the Moqul hation anclently extended to the Rip Glla kaalf. T take 70
tand (fondoms, ground Jaysetl) I this mattar on the rns kot abs fogad from his civer a8 foT My
the 1and of the Apashes, aid that Thave ssen ‘betwoen the Slermn de 1 Floridn and San fuan Nepod
moareno. Askinga it yeard ago soma Subatpurls Tndlane who ware living [nany yslasion of San Xa!
If they mew who had huilt those housed whose ruins and iragmants of pottery (osk 1or Tosn) &7
wisible—£8, on tho 2upposition that nelther Pimas noy Apaches knsw how o maE (muph) houes
pottary, no doubé 1t waa done by soame other nation—they reptisd ta ns that the Moquis Bad bud
them, for thay slone knew how to do sach things, and added that the dpaches who are about 08
ﬁnuaunﬁtbﬂrm&mﬁnmmrmﬂmﬁﬂnﬁmﬂmmrﬂzmwme.m:smm. ;
peopis; "there want we,” ey sald, 'to fight [n dprmer times (putlgoamente}; and evat chough
attalnsd unto their lande wo 14 not: summoant the messs ‘whereon they Hved.” Diary in Cousk
tuammapmmmmxw'rmm,n.m.m T
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neighboring Pima villeges, For a century snd & half after thet I
gdlon no white man Is kno ttory of the
B e wi to have reached the {erritory of the
The earliest as well as the most imporiant explorér in i
of Pimerfs, Alia wes Father Eusebio II"‘I.‘anciEIC-O i]’I.inc., Whiheb?tswt:i
the yeara 1687 and 1710, journeyed many s dusty, thirsty’Ieague in
the eager search for souls. In 1694 he reached the Ussa Grande in
company with native guides who had informed him of the existence
of the ruin. Absolutely nothing is known about this expedition
excep_ﬁ that & mass wes asid within the walls of Casa Grande. How-
gver, it ey be safely inferred that Kino visited the near-hy Pima vil-
lages. Asthe Papagos were at that time also called Fimes it is some-

" times difficult to determine what part the irve Pimes played in the

events chronicled by the padres. Yet it is probable

Eefer:ed to in the account of the religious fe‘stigl;l ﬁhichtgg.z :hl;:zr::i
in 1§98 at Remedios, in Pimerfa Baja. Among the visitors were
*‘nafive chieftains from as far north as the Gila valley.” Then asnow
the Pimes and Pepagos were on e frisndly footing, and the character
m}d movements of the Spanierds must have been made known to the
Pimas befare the latter saw Kino or any other white men.

Kino d.qxgently strove to establish miseions among the'many tribes
that he visited, but was much hampered by Iack of funds, He suc~
caed.cd :amteresﬁng the sathorities sufficiently to induce fhem to
send a military expedition to the Gila in 1687 for the purpose of ascer-
taining the disposition of the Pimés. The party incladed 20 soldiers
Wwith 3 officers. Juen Mateo Mange was sent with Kino to write the
official reports of the expedition. On the upper San Pedro river
30 Sebaipuris joined the party, which followed that streem to the

"(lila, They reached the Pima villages on the 21st of Noyember, vis—

iting and for the first time déseribing the Cesa Graride, The return

-was by the more direct route of the Santa Urnz valley. It was by

this route also that Kino in September, 1698, again descended to the

- Fimas with a small party of native guides. Ha returmned by way of

qﬁ;joppa_ {9 and the Guif
-Barly in 1699 Kino, in company with Menge, meade his fourth jour-

- gy to the Pimas by way of Sonoita and the 1
i Rambncoode N e lower Gile. The return

A yearlater Kino again reached the Gila by a new route. “From a

.ot zbove the Bend, and hence doubtless smong the Pimas, be

‘__:. _.ﬁépded to the mouth end returned to Sonora by way of Sonoite.

3:1702 ke made hie sixth and last journey to the Pimas, going by

e "
mf Sondits and the lower Gila, Among the (40,000 gentiles”

il }.Li:s said to heve baptized there were quite a number of Pimas,
o h,;so;oum among them was never of more that s few days:
401 his influence could not have been very greet. Noverthelese,
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o gave away great qualtities of beads, and ss the peoplo already
Ealge,d highly)'T t;trlrose o% their own mmufwture'it is ptoba.bl-e that they
readily acespted Kino’s statement that magle power resided in the
pow beads of glass, Af any rate, the writer has found very old glase
beads on all Piman shrines and hes no doubt that some of them were
brought Ty Kino. The first horses, slat, to reach Pimerfa were brought
by thess expeditions. There ia o record of any cattle being brought
go far north, though they were generally distributed to the Papago
rencherias in Kino's time. oo
After the death of Kine, in 1711, no Spanierd is known fo have
resched the Gils or even to have entered Arizona for 2 par:?d of more
then twenty years. In 1781 two missionaties, Father E_‘elfpe Begrea-
ger 5nd Jusn Bautiste Grashoffer, took charge of the missiona of San
Tavier del Beo and San Miguel de Guevevi end became the first per-
manent Spanish residents of Axizons. In 1786-87 Padre Ignacio
JYavier Keller, of Suamos, made two trips to the P].‘mu.vﬂls,,n.-es ’on 'the
Gile, where he found ‘‘that many of the rancherins of Kino's time
bad been broken up.” ¢ Again in 1743 Keller went up to the Pimas
and endeavorsd to penetrate the Apache couniry to the northward.
Comrounications by mesns of native messengers indioated a desire an
the part of the Hopia to have Jeauit missionaries come to them from ‘
Sonors. The point of greatest interest to us1s thgf. sny communice- %
tion should heve existed at all, Kellar failed in lgxs atte_m;?t on f
account of the hostility of the Apaches, and Sedelmair, who tried to
make the jonrney in the following year, was unable to 1{1&uce the :
Pimas or Mericopas 1o sccompeny him. Tn 1748 Sedelmair reached
the Gila near the mouth of the Salt river and journeyed “westward,
his trip to the Gila in 1750 little is known. )
OfAnmu:})ta of these earliest missionaries of course preceded them by.
means of Papego messengars, who doubitless mede clear the distine- |
tion between the slave-hunting Spenish sdventurers and ifha Jeguits
and Franciscans, Fortunately for the Pimas they were quite beyond |
the reach, of the former and were a0 remote from the Sanoran setiles
ments that only the wmost devout and energetic iriars evér reached :
thﬁ'ii?m ficst, ynititary force to be stationed in Atizona wes & gerrison of %
50 men at Tubec, on the Santa Cruz. This presidio was moved 104
Toson sbous 1776, and in 1780 the garrison was increased to 75 mex;
Even when at Tucson. the influence of this small force on the Pimar,
cotild not have been very great. Between 1768 and 1776 Pedre F.rsal-: :
ciseo Garcéa made five trips from San Xayier del B‘w te th? Pimes
and bayond. The fifth entrada was well described in Garoée’s D‘lin'!
{admirably translated and edited by Elliott Goue_s 1_mder tl:te.. title 0::;
the Trail of  Spanish Pioneer™), though he exhibited o pitiful was¥

= Benorat}, XV, 38
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of opportunities for ethnological observation while among the Pimas.*
From this time forward wntil the American occupancy of the Gadsden
Purchase in 1853 the Spenish and Mexican populetion of Tucson
varied from 500 to 2,000, and there was more or less trads with the
Pimas either at the post or through small trading parties that went
from Tueson to the Gila villages. '

*

der X
irlbes, bk dinafsses the

ek hia B
woagunt of Pimo-gpesking
Ing worde:

“Hierauf IPlgen den Gils dit Bock Pimas, waahe slch ad heyden Beiton des
Flussad ansbrelten, Dieses Vol [sf in drey Gamaluden Llat: wovon dis gthrd edn
anmithizes mit Bimmen wohl besetzes Land voa 14 Meflon nget,
als vich wegen dem ebonen Boden mit: gecinger Miihe o0y Gov Fluees suf das umliagende Yand tihren
Insten, befeushiet, und froohtbar gemacht werden kaon.” (Yol 7, 1. 6.)

Bonora [n 1T04-98, gives & very foll
‘umeonverted Pimas'! 2 the dellow-

waa
the aputharn

dohaa dtch

Padre Pedre Font, whoactompanied Ganeds [n 1775, wrots an axtsnded diary of the {oumey, in which
hedevoles s pagesto ths Pireas.  Followinglas from & copy of the odgtnet
s 8- )
 Firat of November: Wadnesdny.—Taald mass, whick wes nttended by some Gileiins Indizze who
happesed tobbih d whoge! it L g9ud behiwiodr, and allencs. They
pought o [mizate the Ch ity erossing th ) rhich thay dtd awkwandly susugh, snd in

other thinge.  We left the Lagaea (Lagoon) at half-past tins in the morning, aud &b one o'clock in the
alternoon we Maﬁthhnwnu!sm:rum&phmno de Ttaritue, after baving tzaveled fourtaeguass
towards the %o stada of amel] 1odgaa of the kind thet the Gllafios use, We
ware recalved by the Indlans, whom X extimated tabe about & thousand fn number, They wors drewn
up [ tWo rows, tha yoen on one alde and the women oit the other. Aftar wohad dismountsd they alE
cams fn turn to salite us and offered thair hend o the Comumander end the thres Fathers, men axd
women, children and zduits. Indeed they afl gave token of m tisfretlon at eselug ue, togdhing
thely breant with theirbnd, natwing God, and taing toeny othar exprossions of benavelsnce. In chort,
thair ky, Yor Almost avery ons of thom howad to 18, sayiog: **Dlog stom' busi-
boy,” e doths Pimas Christians of Plmeris alts, which sigmfes *‘Muy God ald zs.” W', 0L ourpart,
] ‘Thay Iodged us 1n & laxge bart, whick: Ehey constructsd to that end,
-axd in front of it they placed » leIge eross, Pagsns thoush they wers. The rivar heing somswhat dis-
tant, the Governor ordered Ris wives to bring weter, which they stralghtway carrled te his lodge for
ihe people. These Plmae Glieflos are gentle and kind-hearted Indinns. I order to thés our atrival
thay songht
moas, daucing

permisslon of the Cormmander to dance, nd soon the Women wets Inoving I70M0. masa to
after their fashion with hands alasped. Ih short, the whala pacple gave token of great
Pleketiss &t seelug ua n thelr country, and same of them even ofsred oa $heirlittle oties 30 be baptized.
"Thiewe dld Bot do, belng deriraus of procesding with sirowmepestion, although e sought to samfort
tham with good hopes. In ths afternoon I went to the town with Father Qurcds aod the Qoverbor,
Papago do Cojat, to aes the Gelde. These milpas axe enclosed by stakss, cultivated in sections, with
. Rrocanale or drsws, and ore ozspaaivaly clean. They are close by the town ontha banks of the river,
- Wilch J3Jarge only in the season of thefresheta,  AE that time its water was so low thatan Indian who
éntersd aud arossed §6 had the water bt halfwoy up hisleg. From what they have told me, this i the
. ~xason they Ind not yet mads their sowlng, for inamaush a3 the tiver was solow the wator conld nat
atmihenanals.  Thay alsotold methat to runedy this used they Wereall atrious 4o toma together foza
Squnail; and had already thought of sinking many stikes 48 beandhss into the river to ratse the water
_ ko that it might; onter the dralng; this industry on thele part is & praof of their devotion to toil end
. (e thad they arenot restlesa and Tomad 1iks ofher zaces, for-to msintain thamsalves in their towna
.,y_f,l,%}ﬁmmaa they themmelves have condrived to hold and ?omroi the xver, I also saw how they
e doaks of cottan, & product whlch they sew and spin and the groater mumbar of them know
;}?!*D'wu:m Thay own soxcs Jarge-slzed shesp whose wool é8 geod, and also Cagtllian fowl, Thess
. J?ﬁh)um soowhat harvy ln buils, very ugly snd ¢e<k, the women much mors sp than the men,
5 W4rkoTeT, Derobancs oo ascount of thelx excessive eatlng of peehis, Which s the busk of the drushad
yiliseqnits Tuads into & grial, of screw been, grays sesd, and othar coase foods, & vary foul odor may be
3 068ked when theT are gethared in groups. This evening the Commander presanted them ald with
';;1 bhoea, Deads; ang glosa trinkets, wherswith they were highly plegsed. The dimribution of thess

bikn Lasted mott) nighe,
3413 Day: Thorsdey. —Webeganto fuY mags vary earlyin themorniog, and with the ascred vestments
o m%éﬁd"mm“‘ with those which Pather Gareés branght from Tubao o nso in Colorado Hver,
i tWo gltara. It belng All-Bouls day, wothres Rellgions sald nine massea, It was, moreovar,
Ao notable and phesrd of thing thet [nthe river Gils so meny masses should be said. They wers
#Med by & goodly numbet of Indixis, who pressrved the utmost decorumand slience. Yo leftthe
T uf Utaritus of deven o'clopks (. the moruing, and about thres in the afternoen we hultsd onl the
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daylight. The Apaches ran confusedly about without their weapons

fifteen were killed and many guns, bows, and quivers were captured

§ @ Blackwater. At the hill, K4/mattk, somewhat detache

from the Sacatons on the northeast, a man was bitten by
rattlesnake and died.

At about the samse time the Pimas killed an Apache who was known

as Vakoa, Canteen, near the Superstition mountains.

1872—-73

Gila Crossing, Salt River. For several years the Pimas had had Litt]
water to irrigate their fields and were beginning to suffer from actua
want when the settlers on Salt river invited them to come to that val
ley. During this year a large party of Reo’ttik Pimas accepted th
invitation and cleared fields along the river bottom south of the
present location. Water was plentiful in the Salt and the first year
crop was the best that they had ever known. The motive of the Mo
mons on the Salt was not wholly disinterested, as they desired {]
Pimas to act as a buffer against the assaults of the Apaches, who we
masters of the country to the north and east.=

Salt Biver. It was during this winter that the United States o
diers and the Pima, Maricopa, and Apache scoufs surrounded th
Superstition Mountain Apaches at the “Tanks” and rained bullefy
into their ranks until not a single man remained alive. ‘Tt was
sight long to be remembered,” said Owl Ear, in narrating the cir

cumstances.?
187374

X Gila Crossing. Kvu-vkimbkam, the Apache chief, and his ban
were killed by the soldiers and Pima scouts.
Kamok Wuted A-atam, People-under-Ka'mattk, or the village

Gila Crossing, was settled during this year.*
W Ghla Crossing, Salt River. The telegraph line'
run through from west to east during the winter.?
e By E:{;nutive order of June 14, 1879, the land oceupied by the Pimas on Solf river was set apa
the Salt River reservation. It embraces about thres townships on the nerth side of the river ab
30 miles north of the original Pima villages. Thers are several large ruins and at least cne
cansa! upon the reservation that were built by the Holiokam. By an arrangement with the c:malc
panies the Pimas have insured for themseives a constant supply of water, and the Salt Rivercomminl
is regarded as the most prosperous pmong the Pimas,
b Thia sharp engagement took place on the 28th of December, 1872, in the canyen of the Salt If
south of the Mazatzal mountains. Tt bas been graphionlly described by Capt: John G. Bourks In
On the Border with Crook, 191-200. He states that 76 Apnches weore killed and 18 eaptured, 08
wounded man was overlooked and made his escaps. " Lead Poured in by the buckeiful”’ lmﬂ
avalanche of bowlders was hurled down hundrads of fest from above upon the enemy.
¢ There ls an unfailing supply of water ot this place; the Gilu, after fowing 75 miles beneath ©
faca, rises to form a siream latge encugh to irrigate several bundred acres.
2Thia was a military telegraph built from funds obtained by special appropriations from Cong!
Arizona was nirly well provided with telegraph lines by the time the railroad reached Yuma, in I
a9 there were more than 1,000 miles in operation in the Territory.
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h‘o'rsé: in value. Two units were employed in measurement of
ss;. One of these isan ancient meagurement Wh’lch: it will. b.e
{arest to apply to the Hohokam ruins of the region. It is
k4 kuirspa, “one step’’—that is, one step with the same foot,
about 5 feet. Land is divided into plots 100 or 200 “steps”
ik according to the size of the family. Long distances were
Jred in terms of a day’s journey on foot; thusit is said to be seven
i, The term “step” is also applied to the English mile, but
Fave had as yet little opportunity to acquire a definite knowledge

‘imeaning of the latter term.

gravel and are mounted on a handle. Gourds are never g
forms over which to mold pottery.

At least five varieties of beans are now cultivated. The
known, the tatcoa pavii, “white bean,” is said to have been brougy
some forgotten time from the valley of the great “‘Red river):
Colorado. Considerable quantities are raised and the thraship
done by horses driven in a circle on the same hard floor that is prepy
for the wheat thrashing. )

Not with the withering drought alone has the Gilefio planter
tend, but also with the myriads of crows that are extravagantly
of a corn diet, and with the numerous squirrels and gophers i
thrive apace where protected in a measure from the coyotes, whi
themselves & menace to the fields. From the birds and pred
animals the fields are guarded during the day by the boys, who g
themselves meanwhile by a dozen games that develop skill in
ning, and shooting with the bows and arrows which scarcely leavethi]
hands during their waking hours. Scarecrows, ““men artificial,
used, but a fluttering rag was never as effective as a feathered-sh
hurtling from a well-drawn bow. Night marauders were in ¢l
times kept at a distance by the rings of the terrible cholla ca
Opuntia bigelovii Engelm., that were laid up around the individ;
plants. Plate xi1illustrates this cactus as it grows on the hills 4
Sacaton. It is recognized as the most effectually armed of the
cacti and is the symbol in Pima lore of impenetrability.

BARTER

4 long period prior to 1833 the Maricopas lived at Gila Bend
same at harvest time to trade with the Pimas. Soon after that
hey settled beside the Pimas, living upon such intimate terms
thém that barter between the tribes was of no more consequence
stween two Pima villages:¢ With all other tribes they were per-
a]ly at war, except with their Papago kinsfolk to the southward.
ase people live in a vast territory of cactus-covered plains, here and
interrupted by up-thrust barren pedks that, with striking out-
orm good landmarks and yet offer little to those that hunger
are athirst. The Papagos are a desert tribe, and yet so well had
‘mastered their all but hopeless environment that the trade which
‘zarried on with the Pimas was by no means one-sided, as may
b seen from the following list of products that were formerly brought
¢ Gila at the time of the June harvest. Of vegetable products
{heré were saguaro seeds, the dried fruit and sirup; tei’aldi, & small
iard cactus fruit; agave fruit in flat roasted cakes; agave sirup; rsat,
unidentified plant that grows at Santa Rosa; prickly pear sirup;
[d gourd seeds; a small pepper, called tefl’tipin; acorns of Quercus
longifolia; baskets of agave leaf; sleeping mats; kidhs and fiber

ke them; maguey fiber for picket lines. They brought the
driad” meat of the mountain sheep, deer meat, deer tallow in small
ollss; buckskins, dried beef, tallow,-cheese, and cords of human hair.
Cattle were formerly traded ‘“sight unseen,” but the modern ““educa-
tion” of the Papagos led them to exaggerate the good qualities of
their stock and even to deal in “fictitious values,” or cattle that the
néw Pima owner sought in vain to find, until finally the Pimas would
consider no proposition to trade stock unless the animals were exhib-
d. - Of mineral products they brought red and yellow ochers for
face and body paint, and the buff beloved by Pima weavers. They

TRADE
STANDARDS OF VALUX

For purposes of trade or in gambling the following values
recognized: A gourd was equivalent to a basket; a metate, a
ghell necklace, or the combination of a basket and a blanket
strand of blue glass beads was equivalent to a horse; a string of
glass beads 4 yards long wasequivalent to a bag of paint; andab
full of beans or corn to a cooking pot.

MEASURES

The principal linear measurement was the humak4 os, ““ one stick
equal to the distance from the center of the breast to the finger
The writer is inclined to regard this as a primitive Pima measureme
notwithstanding its resemblance to the yard of the invading ra
This corresponds with the Aztec cenyollotli, the Cakehiquel ru vach
and the Maya betan.® It was the basis of a sort of decimal syste
follows: Ten “sticks” made one ““ cut” of calico, equivalent to a “loa
of wheat, or about 150 pounds. Ten cuts or loads were equivalent!

The author of the Rudo Enseyo, who wrote in 1762, stated that ‘‘these very numerous nations
[9138’9 and Maricopas] inhabit both sides tor & distance of 36 leagues down the river, and at the farend
Oftheir territory thereis a very abuadant spring of hot water a short distance from the river to the
207Eh."" This springis now known as Ojo Calients; it is at the southern end of the Bighorn mountains.
Guitérgs translation in Recozds of the American Catholic Historical Society, v, 129,

aD. &. Brinton, The Lineal Measures of the Semi-civilized Nations of Mexico and Central A.meﬁ{i






