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| VALUABLE DISCOVERIES

E;usultin& frﬁm; the Explurﬁ-

tion of the Box Canyon,

An Unlimited Timwner Sapply and an

Unegualled Point for Conatraoct-
ing & Reservcir,

Lnat evening the GazerTR veporter

intecviewed John Meaders, one of the
‘members of the daring party which re-
contly passed through the Box cefion of
Salt river in a tmnil beat, The party
| had » most mterurhng aoed axciting trip,
being five daya in making the voynge,
| which from Arvner’s place, about 4 miles
aliove the point wheve Tonto ereek de-
houches into the Salt river, to the dam
of the Grand caval where the boat was

| tied up, inclndea a distance of ahout 100

miles calenlating upon the sinnorities of
the stream. The hox cafion pierces the
foot hille of thy Four Peak range, which
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Jeountry for a

in to the mnorth of the stream, while|
lower down Superstitious mountuin
forms the south bank. The cafion
proper is about G0 miles in length, and
kegins at the mouth of Tonto oreck,.
For a distance of ahont eight miles the
explorers passed down the river where
precipitous banke nrose varying from
200 to 1000 f{cvet, then came a volling
few miles and the boat
entered the main bux which continwned
for a distaner of perhaps 20 wmiles,
Before entering the second cafion the

‘Ihed of the stream wvarrows to only 11

feet, This discovery iy
most importaut made,

porhaps  the
simply through

'the fact that a dam wmay be placed
across the river at that point, and at
compnratively small expense,  which
would form a resevoir or luke of fully 20
miles in length., The walls at this point
are precipitous only for a hight of 15
fect, but a granits mountuin rises on

one side, while rolling hills come down
to the other bank. A damofll fect at the
hottom, andl rizing to & hight of 300 fect
wonbl not be ever 600 fret in width at
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ﬂ'ltr top, and “l‘m‘.ll fl‘,-l.l:]'l B reservolr
sutficient to jrr igate millione of acves of
farming lands, The water is not par-
ticuloly ewift at this point and Mr,
Meaders thinks that engineering skill
could easily devize a way for construet-
ing a reservoir,

Mr. Meadern tells the reporter that
the character of the rock forming the
cufion 18 a dark syenite, in which several
irou dikes wers seen.

At one point they passed through a
mineral belt, Lhe appearance of which
was very good, bnt owing to luck of
tinie it was not prospected. Timber ex-
ists in the Four Peak range mn large
guantities. (iame and fish are most
plentiful, the party haviog killed onc
mountain sheep and several deer, while
they caught large quauntities of Nalt
river trout—onlled by some white sal-
mon. These fish closely gesemble the
ilake trout of California but are not so
game. Several of these fish, weig hing
eight and ten pounds, were caught hy
the explorers, but in previous instances
fish of this specie weighing forty pounds
thave been canght. The boat on one
occazion shot unider a cave, but a few
feet high, and where ite inmates com-
menced 1w fear that the end had cone;
here the tish were so thick that the Loat
floated on their backs.

Besides the two cafions we have re-
ferred to there are a snccession of others
of various lengthe, aggregatine a dis-

all of the same character, however.
The water flows very swiftly throngh
most  portiens of the caflon, and its
depth varies from six to twenty foet,
the stream being held in very narrow
limits. No dvift wood or. avy other
delwis exists im the cafion, the fince of
the water dviving cvv@thing belose it

praft in

tance of about thirty miles. They nrey

Aw was stated in th: GAZETTE report of

yesterday, the object of the exploration
was to ascertain the practicability of
floating logs Jdown the river to this
city, mnid  the absence of drift and the
general character of the cafion demon.
strutes most fully that sveh a'preject
mny.be suceessfully undertaken,  This

in itself 12 an important discovery, for

the reason that it will open vo this val-

ley the timber belt of the Sierra Auche,

which is nndonbtedly the best and most
extunsive in the tecritory.

Of cvourse the voyage of Messrs.
Burch, Robinzou, Legan and Meaders
was not without 1t egcitement and
pleasures as well as dangers.  They
were exploring n seetion man never be-
fore penctrated. s Dashivg aloug i a frail

wvitle Lo u hight of 1,000 Jeet, is of course
rufliciently exciting to saticfy the nost
adventurous,  They  expocted  every

minote to strike a waterfall and have |

theiv Lowt dlashed to piéces, as -they
fenred when they shot the cave., On
one ocergion their boat upseu amd much
of their supplies were lost.
Lwing their wvessel in  the eafion
but one reconrse woulld be left, that of

aviming down the stream toa hrenk |

in one bank.or another and that might

‘not be encountered for a distance of

twenty miles, The description of the

acenery us given Ly Mr, Meaders, is |’

grandly beauntiful and awe iuspiving,
and if ap wrtist conld reproduoce it, a
fortune would award his genine. It was
a desperate undertaking, suecessinlly

aceomplished, but cannot he eonsidered

a fool-hardy attempt, for the renson
that it was made for n landable parpose.

some ustances at a rate of |
twenty miles an hone, awl the hunks of
the stream vising above them on vither |

In case of |
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