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nization of ceremonial orders, with intricate rites and man,ifest.a‘-
. A-great deal of this, largely because of non-Indians’ mis-

s 64—" ‘T-{&NU-ARY’ s Bl Hos, Ilow his religious dictates, has been held secret from outsiders.
. o Edit : uch as many of the most artistic works, material and nc};n-
§ sl on, it is doubt-

Paul A. F. Walter - Arthur J. O. An ders rial, are created as adjuncts of religious expression,

that the full range of the artistry of our aborigines is, or ever
be, appreciated.

[ An attempt to broaden the general knowledge, however, has been
bndertaken in an exhibition arranged in the front gallery of the Hall
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season to season, and year to-year. Not until a s’hort time ago
-the pottery makers or picture painters attach their names to

News

‘dominating factor of aboriginal life, the highest artistic atta.i.n-
ts-and most zesthetic expressions were related to the ceremonial
anization. Many of the objects, petroglyphs (characters carved
ecked into a rock surface), and pictographs (figures, devices,
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pit-house villages, occupied the valley. In the: sow
Camp Verde, are the remains of a group which
further south, on the Gila and Salt Rivers — the’:
the prehistorian, the Hohokam. In the northern
valley were other pit-house dwellers who had found: .
the Flagstaff region down over the Mogollon Rim, and{sett
the many small streams flowing out of the Rim 1elc;

From about A.D. 1100 to 1400 the population o

creased at a steady rate. Most of the TIeWCOomers, we

The Sinagua people were irrigation farmers growin
squash and cotton. Hunting of game and gathering
also added greatly to their economy, as did trade in val
Ppossibly necessities, carried on with peoples outside of
area. Macaws were traded from Northern Mexic
shells from the California coast and the Gulf of Califon
items such as turquoise, argillite and other minerals
into the region. Seemingly one of the main prehistor
in the Southwest was through the Verde Valley.

After A.D. 1300 the Sinagua group evidently bﬁgﬁa to/ha
culties, either among themselves or with other In f

that date most of the villages were larger and
with defense in mind. Villages either were cliff g
built on top of the steep-sloped hills of the area. Ma
been advanced to account for abandonment of the
A.D. 1400. Among these, harassment and warfar are
monly noted. Others include disease, either lack of*
irrigation, and religious superstitution. For- whatev,
Verde Valley was abandoned by the Sinagua early in'th

Little is known of the history of the area from -the
Sinagua abandonment until the first conquisiadores=ca
area in the late 1500’s. When- the Spaniards entered :the
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fan:-aboriginal people who have. been identified tu?lth the
a.}iYavapai. Just when the Yavapai filtered into the :ilx;ea
n, as is. the date of entry of the To.nto Apfa.che, the o 21]:
hnic group associated.in later times with the gener

: accounts of the Verde Valley begin with Luxan’s narra-

% E ¢ + - - - - t -
foiithe expedition of Antonio de Espejo to the mines at what is

Biic town of Jerome, Arizona, in 1583 (Hammond and Rey,

i o’s route in the valley is described by Bartlett (1942) as

Hown Wet Beaver Creek, past Montezuma Well, across codliﬁﬁy
‘River, and up the river to the mines. T.‘he:-expe tmil
‘to its leaders’ way of thinking, to _]ustl.fy settlemen >
thing other than some.knowledge of the country came o

ars later the valley. was.again visited by Spaniards in
mines, this time by .an expedition sent out by ‘fh_c settier
-'exico, Ofate. His lieutenant, Ma.rc.:os Farféan de los
in charge of the expedition which arrived at the Jerome

Itin November, 1598 (Bolton, 1916, pp. 199-280). Farfén’s

Rinto-the valley was over much the same route as Espejo’s
' 49). His report on the mines was much more encc}uli-.
gain nothing came of the Spanish venture. There o‘i
ng period of White ignorance of the area which lasted unti

enth Century. ‘

? :}fet-h early ;1;30(0’5 there roved through Western fzmenca
Semzrkable group of unofficial explorers known as the “Moun-
» These were the beaver trappers, who f?rst brought knowl-
e:West to the young American Republic. Apparently ‘Ehe
Valley was visited by some of these trappers who were working
flags, and Santa Fe, New Mexico. Cleland (1950, pp. 179-
rts that the Patties, Ewing Young, Pegleg Smith, George
& Milton Sublette were in the vicinity of the Verde in
" combined party later split, and half of the grou};
e Verde, trapping as they moved _north. 11.1. 182

Ag- and forty men left Taos for a trapping ‘expedmon at
\of the Salt River. Among the forty was Kit Garsc?n, an
.fo the trade. This group trapped down the Salt River to
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the mouth of the Verde and b o :
up this its ‘Sou
19?0’ v 225-223} p I1Ver to.:}m 50
0 1854 another trapper, Lerou i :
: A %, worked his. way
2}11: apparently never reached the vicinity 03;7 g:eys 4
erde (Whipple, 1856, part 3, pp. 14-15). Althc

_were illiterate and others were anti-social, and kept
to themselves. However, when the a.rmy’ was’' e Pl
the west and subduing the Indians in the 18;3:”5
Mountain Men and their knowledge of the
valuable to the soldiers, % '
The discovery of gold on Ha : X
heralds:c% the first s;cﬂements 1.:1S a%zzg:aajmgoﬂm‘
exploration by the Spaniards, Mountain Men t};- T
States Army, the magic word “gold” ——wﬁich ]:iara.rl]L d
:;311: so mu(;h of the west — proved i " :
muners from California i '
the Prescott sector. With tl?eniolt;i:g}i?ﬂ tzz be_g_-?-n :
troubles started. While the Mountain Men hadm;?ﬁ
among the Yavapai and Apache peoples, the Imners
them with gusto and with little regard for anything by
On October 23, 1863, General Carleton, in cong:r-- 2
partment of New Mexico, set up the Dist;ict of No:
Its headquarters was established at Fort Whipple
constructed in Chino Valley in December 1821_;: 'JI-'n
1t was moved to the newly-named settl}ement'. of
tGor;mi;e ]é){:%lls (Wyllys, 1950, p. 153). Thé comm
rotect the newl i iners -
Ingians s regg; If;t.::und mines and the miners fr
vents were moving swiftly for Arizona in
the Civil War. The Territoryyof Arizona vi.a:nes?;%{‘l?s d
ary '24‘, 1863. The Territorial Governor and party, s
Whlp;ple on January 22, 1864, while the fort wausy"s I
struction by Major E. B. Willis of the First Califopis.

The large group of soldiers and miners provided ‘the
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moups to move into the region — the farmers and ranchers.

e brought to Whipple via either the California ports
‘overland, or up the Colorado River and overland.
was 2 long, costly trip. With the discovery of one of the
tered areas in Arizona and with a ready market in the
¢ miners for any and all produce, it was an ideal setup
eer farmer and rancher. And it was the reason for the

of Prescott, settlement in the Verde Valley would have
ally impossible, from a security standpoint. Undoubtedly,
e -summer of 1864 and possibly in late 1863, hay cutters
e valley harvesting the lush growth of black grama and
ses for sale to the army at Fort Whipple, but they were
itors, not settlers.

r exploring the Clear Creek and Beaver Creek areas.
load of supplies the group returned to the Verde and
ations for a permanent settlement on the banks of Clear
where it enters the Verde. )

wetnam party quickly built a small stone fort, incorporating

f an old Indian ruin into the building. This fort is
still partially visible on the Charles Ward Ranch on
bank of Clear Creek. Soon after building the fort they
I, dammed Clear Creek, dug an irrigation ditch (after
ssful start), and by May had some 200 acres in grain

¢n vegetables. In August a load of barley was taken to the
nasteér at Fort Whipple. At first he refused to buy the poor

, but was finally convinced that his help was necessary
small pioneering group on its feet. The grain was pur-
orders placed for more produce.

ear Creek settlement was not without its troubles, and
ad been erected with good reason. The Tonto Apache and
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