
303



I' 
,-~~ 

't 

I 

.......... __ ~-

PERSONAL N.A.RR.A.TIVE 
-· 

EXPLORATIONS AND INCIDEWfS ... ) i 
'" 

'l'EXAS, NI!lW MI!lXICO, OALIFORNIA, SONORA, 
AND OlilliU.A.UUA, 

TI!R UlUTIID STATES Al!D llll.TICAl! JJOUND.IllY OOlllll..'SION", 

Dunma Tim 1'.iw1s 1~ ·1n, 'tit, AND 'G3. 

llY . I 

. JOHN RUSSEU' DARTf,ETT, 

IN r.WO YQliV.U:~ 1t"1Tll J/.4.11 A.UO lLT.W/'1'J:41'.(0NS.' 

·- 'r~i~·~r:J~:i~ '\~1 B R'ARY 
A. s .. c:·;·. TgM PEs AR\Z . 

. NJ;ly.;r :·Y:C:I\.1!:: 
D. ArPLT!.'TON' & COMPANY,· 34Q &; HS Dl\OADWAY, 

AND to Lrl'rLE Dlm'AUf, LONDON. 
W.DOQO,l,lV • 



.. 
~ 

::: •• 
2 .. 

240 

roftlllcd to ·IICccdc to it, nnd told them thl\t Fmtlcisco 
u.nd one otl,ter would o.nswor my put•poso, us llt'St pro· 
posed. 

At· six o'clock this morning \1"0 set off, tho }lnl'ty 
consisting ofDr. Webb, Messrs. '.rhurber, P1·att, Sou.ton, 
l.i'orce, Lorou.", and. myself, with a.ttendatlts, Lio\tto· 
nnnt l'nige, with siX aoldiet'S, 11lso nccompt~nicd us, tlmt 
olllccr willhin~ to oxllmiiic the opposite h1111k of tho _ 
Gilu., till well as the lnud~ contiguo\\S to tho Slllintt~, 
with u. viuw of Ctltablishing 1\ military post in tho vi· 
cinity ot' tltc Pimo villt~gcs. After crol!Sing t!H1 Leu 
of tho Gila. we put'Sued u. w·c.stedy oout'llc 11l.>out C!ight 
mi!Q.!I to tho point of u. run go of moun tniM, nom· which 
we struck tho botton1·lnnds. · Wo now lnc!iLted mot•c 
to tho north, and iu about eight miles stl'uck tho Sttli· 
nus, abo11t twelve mllos from ita mouth, wltoro we 
stopped to let tho tJ.nimals l'C3t arid fco<l '!'ho bottom, · 
which V(tl crossed din.gono.lly, is ·from three to four 
miles witlo. The river we found to bo fl'OlU eighty tl 
one hundred and tweuty foot wido, fl'Otn two to tlu·c• 
feet deep, n.nd both ~pid n.nd clear. In these raspcol 
It is totlllly difi'crent from the Gil~ which, for the tw· 
hundrad miles we ltad ti'IWCt'lled its bnnks, WM slur 
gmh n.nd mnddy, o. churnctcr wll!ch I think it 1\SSIUIH 

o.fter pnsslug the lllOilllt.u.inous region nnd on tct·ing 01 

with o.ll11vial banks. The water is pol·footly swc<­
and unithor bmokish nor Sll1t, as woul(j. be infol'l'o 
from the nama. -We Sill'( fl'Olll tho bnnks many iiHh 
its clear WP.teta, tJ.nd ~nught severn! of the SlllllC spec' 

· us those tllken in the Giln.. The inl\rgiu oi tho ri" 
on both sides, for n. width of three hundred feet, COI)Si 

of sand and gmvel, brought down by freshets wl 
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the stream overflows its banks; and from the appear­
ance of the drift-wood lodged in the trees and bushes, 
it must at times be much swollen, and rmi with great 
rapidity. The second terrace or bottom-land, varies 
from one to four miles· in width, and is exceedingly 
rich. As it is but little elevated above the river, it 
could be irrigated with ease. At present it is covered 
with shrubs and mezquit trees, while along the imme­
diate margin of the stream large cotton-wood trees 
grow. Near by we saw the remains of several Indian 
wigwams, some of which seemed to have been but 
recently occupied. Francisco told us they were used 
by his people and the Pimos when they came here to 
fish. He also told ns that two years before, when the 
cholera appeared among them, they abandoned their 
dwellings on the Gila· and came here to escape the 
pestilence. · · · 

Owing to the intense heat, we lay by until five 
o'clock, and again pursued our journey up the river 
1mtil dark, when, finding a little patch of poor grass, 
we thought best to stop for the night. Supper was 
got, and a good meal made from our fish. As we 
brought no tents, we prepared our beds on the sand. 

We had not long been in when we saw a body of 
twelve or fifteen Indians on the river making for our 
camp. At first some alarm was felt, until Francisco 
told us that" they were Pimos. They proved to be a 
party which had been. engaged in hunting and fishing. 
They were a jolly set of young men, dancing and sing­
ing while they remained with us. I told them we 
won~d like a few fish for breakfast, if they would bring 
them in. With this. encouragement, they took leave 
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ing onst from whcro w.c wm·o, the whole proKpcct was 
Bhut in by mountains rising ono o.bovo tho other. I 
wua informecl by 1m·oux, tl111t such WM tho clull'nctcr 
of tho country llll tho w .. y to Now Mu.•doo; null thut 
Lhot'<l wot'c no mot·c h1'1mtl clc.~crt pl•~iuM rn· luxnt·h~nt 
valleys like those of the Su.liuns and Gila rivers for the 
entire distance. Tic cnmo hero from Albuquerque, on 
tho Rio- G1•o.nde, by the valley of the Rio Y crdc, in 
fourtocn clays. ' · . 

We !ounu the l'ivor clo:\1' •mll mpil1, ns :1t Lha first 
camp, with nutny trout, whoso silvery sillcs gliLtol·od 
in tho translucent strca.m. '!'he quuutity ol' wnto_r 
passing down tl1o S.1lin•ts ia lnal'o tlum double that of · 
tho Gila, which only becomes o. respectable l'iver nfter 
it l'eociveli tho waters of the former.· Y at the1•e nre 
seMens when tho wholo iR ovnpomtod, Ol' absorbed by 
the sandy bed through which it piiSScs, befo1·o ranch­
ing the Colorado. When o.t llernwsillo, in SonOl'a, 1 
'mot an Americo.n who hnd pn:;sed over tho snme l'Outc, 
u.ml ho fonn<l tho bocl tlry in many plnocs. 

At five in the nfternoon, the heo.t being less, 1 
ct·opt from bcncu.th my sbcltm· ol' willowM, wllcro I bail 
spent scverol hours, nncl, nccompnnicd by Dt•. Webb, 
mounted my mulq, nnd loll for the plt~tellu in a.dvcmcc 
of the party. A rido of n milo brought uB to tho tflblc­
lnnd, when we mo.de fo1· n lnrge mouncl Ol' heap which 
a~·osc from the plain. In et·ossing tho bottom we 

. pnssed many irrig11ting co.uals; nud along tho biiSe of · 
the plateo.u wo.1 ono frQ.m twenty to twcnty-ilv<l feet 
wide, nnd from four to 'five feet deep, fol'llwd by cut­
ting down the bnuk--n. very ensy mocle of construc­
tion, nncl which produced 11 cam\l much more stibstnn-




