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€ .g'.the north side of the'parade ground are readily identifi-
fhle today (1976). The old adobes have melted leaving small
lises with deep depressions inside the former walls.
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Water for the post was hauled the 2,100 feet from the
fforde River in wagons and stored in barrels placed at stra-
gegic points. Sometime prior to 1874 a steam pump was in-
Etalled®® and in the spring of 1879, two water tanks were
Eracted behind the hospital.*?

fF'ood, for the most part, was unpalatable and there were
- ways shortages. The lack of trains to haul it, and the ex-
pense of such, precluded luxuries. Cattle were driven to the
Bost by contractors but it was often of poor quality, and
Mhecause of primitive storage, spoiled after slaughter. When
llhic post and company gardens failed, as they often did, fresh
vegetables were virtually unobtainable.! The men, and
women, of McDowell then subsisted on dried peaches,
anned corn and canned tomatoes. Most objectionable was
e canned butter. In 1877, the officers of the post submit-
ied a ten-page report on various tests performed on this com-
modity .and concluded that the butter contained “26 2/3
foreign matter” which they identified as being lard and tal-
low.*

B Until the arrival of the railroad at Maricopa Wells in 1878,
b¥oops going to the post marched, perhaps walked would
better describe it, from Drum Barracks to Fort Yuma, thence
ip the south bank of the Gila River with camps made at Gila
Bity, Filibuster, Stanwix, Oatman’s Flat, and Gila Bend. At
his latter place travelers went east, across a bleak, waterless
desert, forty-five miles to Maricopa Wells. From there the
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ad turned in a northerly direction and ran thirty-five miles,
across more, waterless desert, to the crossing of the Salt River
it Maryville (across the Salt River from the present-day
fehi). Almost due north, a march of fifteen miles through
Rthe treacherous McDowell Canyon and the tired men reached
btheir destination.*® In the early days they were little better -
off than they had been on the march. As has been noted,
§ 131.
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