





THE VIEW
FROM THE

RIVER

he history of whitewater boating in
Grand Canyon is rich with color-

ful characters, from one-armed Major
Powell to the daring Koib Brothers;
from the pioneers of motorboats to the entre-
prencurs who developed visitation on a grand
scale. Yet nothing tells the story of these in-
novators better than the boats they chose to
challenge America’s biggest whitewater, River
running’s evolution follows the modification

Below: Ellsworth (left)
and Emery Kolb (with
Bert Lauzon on the
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of boats and techniques developed for this
unparalieled fastwater proving ground. The

Cover: In Waltenberg
Rapid, the Edich kir
a rock, tearing a lavge
hole in ber side. The
Kolb Brothers and
Bert Lauvzon spent
Christmas Day, 19117
repairing Emery’s boat
with tin, canvas, and
pieces of mesquite.

story of Grand Canyon boarting continues
today as new materials are incorporated in
rowing rafts, motor rafts, and dories; qui-
eter, cleaner engines and new composite oars
propel them, and new techniques of running
rapids continue to push river running into an
ever-safer and more enjoyzble future. Yet as

exciting as today’s world of whitewater is, it

is made far richer by preserving, interg
and understanding the boats and the-

that brought ds here.
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